Wisconsin parade deaths 


Suspect charged with intentional homicide 
in deaths of five people. News, Page 4 
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EARLY THANKSGIVING COUPONS INSIDE 
Opioid verdict in Ohio 


Jury rules three pharmacy chains at fault for 
opioid crisis in two counties. News, Page 4 


Bus crash in Bulgaria 


At least 45 people are dead after a bus 
carrying tourists crashes. News, Page 6 
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Mostly sunny and cool; 
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CONNECTICUT MARIJUANA SALES 





Group presses to make 
it an opportunity for 
communities of color 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


HAMDEN — As Connecticut 
prepares for the lucrative sale of 
adult-use cannabis, an advocacy 
group announced Tuesday it will 
work to make sure the new indus- 
try draws broad participation from 
Black and other underrepresented 





President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the economy in the South Court Auditorium on the White House campus Tuesday in Washington. EVAN VUCC/AP 


communities as called for in state 
law. 

“All these out-of-state opera- 
tors ... are coming into our state 
and they’re coming into our state 
because they see the money that 
can be had and so we want to make 
sure that those funds are invested 
in our communities,” said Andrea 
Comer, chair of the Social Equity 
Council and deputy consumer 
protection commissioner, 

But translating that into action 
will be complicated. Those who 
want to be cannabis sellers must 


meet requirements for income, 
residency and business verifica- 
tion that will be approved next 
month by the council, Comer said 
at a news conference in Hamden 
announcing the Alliance for 
Cannabis Equity collaboration. 
The Connecticut Community 
Outreach Revitalization Program, 
known as ConnCORP, and The 
WorkPlace, a Bridgeport-based 
workforce development group, 
announced the formation of the 


Turn to Marijuana, Page 3 


RISING CONSUMER COSTS 


Biden takes action 
to curb fuel prices 


Orders release of 50 million barrels of oil from strategic reserve 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


WEST HARTFORD — Going against 
critics in the gasoline industry, Presi- 
dent Biden has ordered the release of 50 
million barrels of oil from the nation’s stra- 
tegic reserve in an attempt to reduce rising 


energy costs. 


“The president is sending a message,” 
said U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, who 
had pushed for the release from the stra- 
tegic reserve. “We’re going to take infla- 


increases in prices, which are the major 
potential threat to economic progress.” 

Before Biden’s action, Blumenthal and 
10 other Democratic senators sent the 
president a letter last week that called for 
releasing oil from the reserve. That has 
generated criticism from some in the gaso- 
line industry because the move has been 
done only rarely by both Republican and 
Democratic presidents. 

Tuesday’s White House order was made 
in coordination with the world’s major 
energy-using nations, including China, 


tion seriously. We’re going to get it under 


control. We’re going to stop these spiraling 


Turn to Oil, Page 2 


CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


State opens COVID-19 relief fund audit 


Examination of how towns and cities spent aid 
follows alleged misuse of money in West Haven 


By Andrew Brown 
CT Mirror 


State officials are set to launch 
an expansive audit into how 
Connecticut’s 169 towns and 
cities spent roughly $60 million 
in federal relief funding — money 
that was meant to help local 
governments cover emergency 


costs during the pandemic. 

The state Office of Policy and 
Management informed local 
officials Nov. 19 that it had hired 
an independent auditing firm to 
examine how each municipality in 
Connecticut used federal CARES 
Act money that was distributed 
last year. 

The rollout of the statewide 


“We're recovering from 
one of most massive health 
crises in our history. If 
this isn’t the time for 

the strategic petroleum 
reserve to be used — 

in a time of dire crisis — 

I don’t know what is.” 


— US. Sen. Richard Blumenthal 





audit comes on the heels of an 
FBI investigation into the alleged 
misuse of federal aid in West 
Haven. 

The FBI arrested two former 
West Haven employees, includ- 
ing former state Democratic 
lawmaker Michael DiMassa, for 
allegedly funneling more than 
$636,000 in federal relief funds to 
a shell company they controlled. 

A team of auditors hired by 
OPM is already sifting through 
financial records from West 


Haven to trace where that city’s 
$1.1 million in federal CARES Act 
funding has gone and to under- 
stand how the allegedly fraudu- 
lent transactions went unnoticed 
by city officials for more than eight 
months. 

That level of scrutiny will soon 
be expanded to every municipality 
in Connecticut. 

Chris McClure, a spokesman 
for OPM, said the state entered 
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Advocates seek pot industry equity 


As Connecticut 
prepares for 
the eventual 
sale of adult- 
use cannabis, 

a group 
announced 
Tuesday an 
effort to ensure 
that businesses 
include strong 
provisions for 
social equity 

as Called for in 
state law. FILE 


CORONAVIRUS 
OUTBREAK 


Virus 
surges 
litter 
nation 


But outlook better 
than it was in 2020 


By Ed White 


Associated Press 


The U.S. is facing its second 
Thanksgiving of the pandemic 
in better shape than the first time 
around, thanks to the vaccine, 
though some regions are seeing 
surges of COVID-19 cases that 
could get worse as families travel 
the country for gatherings that 
were impossible a year ago. 

Nearly 200 million Ameri- 
cans are fully vaccinated. That 
leaves tens of millions who have 
yet to get a shot in the arm, some 
of them out of defiance. Hospi- 
tals in the cold Upper Midwest, 
especially Michigan and Minne- 
sota, are filled with COVID-19 
patients who are mostly unvac- 
cinated. 

Michigan hospitals reported 
about 3,800 coronavirus patients 
at the start of the week, with 20% 
in intensive care units, numbers 
that approach the bleakest days 
of the pandemic’s 2020 start. The 
state had a seven-day new-case 
rate of 616 per 100,000 people 
Monday, highest in the nation. 

In the West, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Colorado, Utah and 
Montana also ranked high. 
Some Colorado communities, 
including Denver, are turning 
to indoor mask orders to reduce 
risk, a policy that has also been 
adopted in the Buffalo, NY., area 
and Santa Cruz County, Calif. 

The statistics in Michigan are 
“horrible,” said Dr. Matthew 
Trunsky, a respiratory specialist 
at Beaumont Health in suburban 
Detroit. 

“We got cold and moved 
indoors and have huge pockets 


Turn to Virus, Page 2 


Colleges see uptick 
in COVID-19 cases 


Some Connecticut colleges and 
universities have seen an uptick 
in COVID-19 cases in recent 
weeks amid a broader increase 
in coronavirus transmission 
statewide. Connecticut, Page 1 
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from Page 1 


India, Japan, and South Korea. The 
50 million barrels represents less 
than 10% of the national reserve. 

The effort is aimed at having an 
impact on global energy markets, 
but also at American voters who 
are dealing with increased prices 
as they move into the busy driv- 
ing season of the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. Nation- 
ally, gasoline prices have reached 
about $3.40 per gallon, more than 
double the level of one year ago 
that had been decreased during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, accord- 
ing to the American Automobile 
Association. 

While rare, the release from 
the strategic reserve is usually 
done only after major events like 
a hurricane or international inci- 
dent. 

During the first Gulf War in 
1991, President George H-W. Bush 
released 17 million barrels. His son, 
President George W. Bush, took 
action in 2005 after the devastation 
of Hurricane Katrina by releasing 
11 million barrels. 

Bush’s successor, Barack Obama, 


responded to supply problems 
from oil-rich Libya in 2011 by 
releasing 30 million barrels. The 
oil is eventually restored to the 
reserves after the immediate crisis 
subsides. 

Connecticut prices, according 
to AAA, are about 13 cents higher 
than the national average, but 
below the highest levels of $4.62 
per gallon in California and $4.34 
per gallon in Hawaii. At the low 
end, the average prices earlier 
this month were $3.07 per gallon 
in Texas and $3.03 per gallon in 
Oklahoma. 

Christian Herb, who represents 
gasoline distributors who own 
and deliver to 1,000 stations in 
Connecticut, said recently that 
releasing the oil is not a good idea 
at the moment. 

“The strategic reserve should be 
reserved for emergencies,” Herb 
said. “It should not be used as a 
price tool. It’s a one-time. It’s like 
taking money out of your savings 
account. What happens in a real 
emergency when you have supply 
issues?” 

But Blumenthal rejected the 
notion about only tapping the 
reserves during huge incidents 
like wars. 





Dona Sutton, a nurse, works with a COVID-19 patient Saturday in Alma, 
Michigan. Coronavirus cases are rising again in parts of the country. 
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“We’ve had a massive event. It’s 
called the pandemic,” Blumenthal 
said. “We’re recovering from one of 
most massive health crises in our 
history. If this isn’t the time for the 
strategic petroleum reserve to be 
used — in a time of dire crisis — I 
don’t know what is.” 

Gov. Ned Lamont, who 
appeared with Blumenthal in 
West Hartford to encourage 
Christmas shoppers to patron- 
ize small businesses, said, “A year 
and a half ago, we had oil tankers 
floating around in circles because 
nobody wanted the oil. Today, 
OPEC is playing some games. We 
have some shortages. So the stra- 
tegic reserve 1s one way you can 
mitigate that. Not forever. But 
these are generally short-term 
supply issues, so I think it’s appro- 
priate.” 

Biden has been trying to respond 
to rising inflation, saying that his 
recently passed $1 trillion infra- 
structure package would reduce 
price pressures by making it more 
efficient and cheaper to transport 
goods. 

But Republican lawmakers 
have sharply criticized Biden as 
inflation reached a 31-year high 
in October, making comparisons 
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of unvaccinated people,” he said. 
“You can’t have pockets of unvac- 
cinated people who don’t want 
to be masked and not expect to 
get outbreaks, not expect to lose 
parents, not expect to lose teach- 
ers.” 

He said he continues to encoun- 
ter patients and their family 
members espousing conspiracy 
theories about the vaccine. 

“We’ve had several people in 
their 40s die in the last month — 
100% unvaccinated,” Trunsky 
said. “It’s just so incredibly sad to 
see a woman die with teenagers. 
Especially with that age group, it’s 
nearly 100% preventable.” 

In Detroit, where less than 40% 
of eligible residents were fully 
vaccinated, Mayor Mike Duggan 
said hospitalizations have doubled 
since early November. 

“We have far too many people 
in this country that we have lost 
because they believed some 
nonsense on the internet and 
decided not to get the vaccine,” 
said Duggan, a former hospital 
executive. 


to the days of “stagflation” under 
the administration of Democrat 
Jimmy Carter. 

The Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve is an emergency stock- 
pile of about 605 million barrels 
to preserve access to oil in case 
of natural disasters, national 
security issues and other events. 
Overseen by the U.S. Energy 
Department, the reserves are 
stored in caverns created in salt 
domes along the Texas and Loui- 
siana Gulf coasts. 

“As we come out of an unprece- 
dented global economic shutdown, 
oil supply has not kept up with 
demand, forcing working families 
and businesses to pay the price,” 
Energy Secretary Jennifer Gran- 
holm said in a statement. “This 
action underscores the president’s 
commitment to using the tools 
available to bring down costs for 
working families and to continue 
our economic recovery.” 

The Biden administration has 
argued that the supply of oil has 
not kept pace with demand as the 
global economy emerged from the 
pandemic, and the reserve is the 
proper tool to help ease the prob- 
lem. 

Americans used an average of 


Despite hot spots, the outlook in 
the U.S. overall is better than it was 
at Thanksgiving 2020. 

Without the vaccine, which 
became available in mid-Decem- 
ber 2020, the U.S. a year ago was 
averaging 169,000 cases and 1,645 
deaths per day, and about 81,000 
people were in the hospital with 
COVID-19. The U.S. now is averag- 
ing 95,000 cases, 1,115 deaths and 
40,000 in the hospital. 

Airports have been jammed. 
More than 2.2 million people 
passed through security check- 
points Friday, the busiest day since 
the pandemic shut down travel 
early in 2020. On some recent days, 
the number of travelers was twice 
as high as Thanksgiving a year ago. 

Sarene Brown and three chil- 
dren, all vaccinated, were flying to 
Atlanta from Newark, New Jersey, 
to see family. 

“T’m thankful that I’m here, and 
I’m not in heaven, and I’m thankful 
for my family and that God helped 
me survive,” said Neive Brown, 7, 
who got her first dose. 

More than 500,000 Americans 
have died of COVID-19 since last 
Thanksgiving, for an overall death 
toll of over 770,000. 

“We would encourage people 
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20.7 million barrels a day during 
September, according to the 
Energy Information Administra- 
tion. That means that the release 
nearly equals about two-and-a- 
half days of additional supply — a 
tiny fraction of the overall gasoline 
usage. 

The U.S. Department of Energy 
will make the oil available in two 
ways : 32 million barrels will be 
released in the next few months 
and will return to the reserve in the 
years ahead, the White House said. 
Another 18 barrels will be part ofa 
sale of oil that Congress had previ- 
ously authorized. 

White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki said Monday that the White 
House would closely watch the oil 
companies, too. 

“We will continue to press oil 
companies who have made record 
profits and are overseeing what we 
consider to be price gouging out 
there when there’s a supply of oil 
or the price of oil is coming down 
and the price of gas is not coming 
down,” Psaki said. “It does not take 
an economic expert to know that’s 
a problem.” 


Associated Press contributed 
to this report. 


who gather to do so safely after 
they’ve been fully vaccinated, 
as we’ve been saying for months 
now,’ said Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 
director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

“I do think that this is very 
different because we actually have 
the tools to prevent the vast major- 
ity of cases.” Dr. Eric Topol, head 
of the Scripps Research Transla- 
tional Institute, said his optimism 
is tempered by the delta vari- 
ant’s ability to jump from person 
to person, especially among the 
millions who are unvaccinated or 
are due for a booster. 

“That equals very high vulnera- 
bility,’ Topol said. 

Denver’s public hospital, Denver 
Health, is sending people else- 
where because of a lack of beds. 
Staff members were exhausted 
from treating COVID-19 patients 
and others who had postponed 
other medical needs, chief execu- 
tive Robin Wittenstein said. 

“Our system is on the brink of 
collapse,” she said. 

Arizona reported at least 2,551 
COVID-19 patients in hospitals, far 
below the peak of last winter but 
still reason for concern. Officials 
said beds were limited 
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Panel backs restoration of Brinson’s law license 


City council hopeful 
was convicted of having 
role in stock swindle 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


A bar committee has recom- 
mended that Hartford political 
aspirant Corey Brinson be rein- 
stated as an attorney after he lost 
his law license for using his firm’s 
bank account to launder money for 
stock swindlers. The recommen- 
dation must be approved by a panel 
of three Superior Court judges. 

In an anonymous 3-1 decision, 
a committee of state lawyers said 
Brinson persuaded them that his 
effort at rehabilitation during 
and after his three-year prison 
sentence shows he “possesses the 
good moral character and fitness 
to practice law.” The lawyer voting 
against Brinson said reinstatement 
was undeserved for a variety of 
reasons, among them the offense 
having been “too egregious” and 
his acceptance of responsibil- 
ity incomplete and characterized 
by “too many qualifications and 
excuses.” 

One of Brinson’s advocates for 
reinstatement, attorney Mark 
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a contract with CohnReznick, 
a Hartford accounting firm, to 
review all of the municipal relief 
funding. 

Republican leaders in the 
Connecticut General Assembly 
have repeatedly called for more 
oversight following the federal 
fraud charges in West Haven. 

A handful of Republican 
lawmakers sent a letter to OPM 
secretary Melissa McCaw in late 
October asking her to explain how 
her agency oversaw the millions 
of dollars that were sent to the 
municipalities last year. 

Kevin Kelly, the Republican 
leader in the Senate, pointed out 
that the state is still responsible 
for any of the federal money that 
was passed on to the local govern- 
ments, since Connecticut was the 
primary recipient of those funds. 

“This money was entrusted by 
the federal government to the state 
of Connecticut to help people who 
were being negatively impacted 
by a pandemic of historic propor- 
tions,’ Kelly said. “It was given to 
Connecticut for a very specific 
purpose, for a very specific need. 
And the state has a responsibility 
to make sure the funds were used 
for that purpose.” 

The alleged fraud in West Haven 
might be an isolated incident, Kelly 
said, but the only way OPM can 
determine that is by inspecting 
records in other municipalities. 

OPM already has some insight 
into how the towns and cities spent 
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Alliance for Cannabis Equity to 
focus on economic opportunities, 
such as workforce training, for 
Black and brown entrepreneurs 
and workers. 

Carlton Highsmith, board chair- 
man of ConCorp, a New Haven 
economic development organi- 
zation, said cannabis legislation 
signed into law in June by Gov. Ned 
Lamont will create thousands of 
jobs, dozens of new businesses and 
“millions, if not billions, of dollars 
of wealth.” 





Then-Hartford City Council candidate Corey Brinson addresses a crowd 
of about 25 at a forum in 2019. He was running under the Second Chance 
Party, an organization he created after serving a federal prison sentence 
connected to a stock swindle. REBECCA LURYE / HARTFORD COURANT 


Dubois — former president of the 
Connecticut Bar Association and 
the state’s former chief bar discipli- 
narian — argued to the committee 
that the legal profession is partly to 
blame for Brinson’s crime because 
it fails to properly prepare young 
lawyers, “especially ones such as 
[Brinson], who are from socio-eco- 


roughly $14.8 million between 
March and June 2020. 

During that early stage of the 
pandemic, the state required the 
municipalities to pay for coro- 
navirus-related expenditures on 
their own and to request reim- 
bursement for that spending after- 
wards. 

But those procedures changed 
late last year as state officials 
attempted to push more money 
out the door and into the hands 
of local elected leaders, who were 
clamoring for more financial assis- 
tance to help carry them through 
the pandemic. 

“The administration heard from 
local governments early and often 
that they were deeply concerned 
about their municipal budgets and 
their inability to simultaneously 
handle increased costs and losing 
property tax revenues,” McClure 
said. 

To “streamline the process,” 
OPM officials decided late last year 
to give every city and town alump- 
sum payment based on their popu- 
lation. The state also dropped the 
requirements for the municipali- 
ties to immediately report informa- 
tion about every expenditure they 
billed to the CARES Act funding. 

The only thing the towns and 
cities had to do in order to claim 
their share of the money was to 
certify that they would follow the 
federal rules surrounding the grant 
funding. 

The state government, McClure 
said, made it clear to municipali- 
ties that the federal funding could 
only be used for specific purposes 
related to the pandemic. OPM also 


Communities that were hurt 
by the war on drugs and are the 
intended beneficiaries of the law 
should benefit from the commer- 
cialization of cannabis, he said. 

Over the past five years, as the 
General Assembly considered bills 
legalizing cannabis, the tenor of 
the debate shifted. Advocates 
initially were focused primar- 
ily on tax revenue Connecticut 
was losing to Massachusetts and 
other states with retail marijuana 
markets. 

But about two years ago, the 
emphasis shifted as lawmakers 
sought to address longstand- 
ing inequities. The law includes 
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nomically disadvantaged back- 
grounds.” 

Brinson said in his application 
for reinstatement that he was 
raised by asingle mother in alower 
middle-class home in Hartford. He 
served in the Middle East with the 
Air Force National Guard before 
graduating from the University of 





Connecticut and its law school. He 
worked for large law firms in Hart- 
ford and Washington, D.C. before 
opening his own office in Hartford 
in 2009. 

Brinson was a candidate for the 
Hartford City Council in 2019 after 
his release from prison. He was 
convicted of a fraud-related charge 
for using his law office trust fund to 
launder money for stock manipula- 
tors organized by Christian Meis- 
senn of Suffield, who swindled 
tens of millions of dollars, much 
of it from retirees, by fraudulently 
inflating the value of worthless 
penny stocks. 

Meissenn funneled about $3 
million derived from fraudulent 
sales through Brinson’s law firm 
account. Brinson collected about 
$200,000 for the service and 
distributed the money back to 
Meissenn and his associates. Brin- 
son also wrote, or arranged for 
others to write, attorney letters 
attesting to the soundness of fraud- 
ulent stock offerings to potential 
investors. 

Some of the expenses covered 
by distributions from the Brinson 
trust account included $12,100 in 
tuition payments for one of Meis- 
senn’s children, about $519,000 in 
cash withdrawals and the invest- 
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State Rep. Michael DiMassa, middle, leaves the United States Courthouse 
with attorney John R. Gulash, right, after DiMassa was arrested by the FBI 
ina probe of misuse of COVID-19 relief funds. DiMassa is accused of 
stealing more than $600,000 in federal relief money from West Haven. 
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emphasized that the money could 
be subject to audit at a later date, 
he said. 

Sen. Catherine Osten and Rep. 
Toni Walker, the Democratic 
co-chairs of the legislature’s 
Appropriations Committee, said 
the decision to hand out lump-sum 
payments was necessary because 
many municipalities didn’t have 
enough cash on hand to pay for 
expenditures on their own before 
seeking reimbursement. 

“Many of the towns and cities 
that were affected were already in 
the red because of the pandemic 
and expenses that they had 
not prepared for,’ Walker said. 
“That’s part of the reason why it 


a “social equity” provision 
intended to provide those hurt 
by the prohibition of marijuana 
an expedited opportunity to enter 
the potentially lucrative cannabis 
market. 

“We don’t want fronts,” said 
Fred McKinney, a principal and 
co-founder of BJM Solutions, an 
economic consultant firm. “We 
don’t want these entrepreneurs 
in name only. We don’t want these 
entrepreneurs exploited and we 
don’t want the community to miss 
out on the opportunity to create 
wealth.” 

The first cannabis sales will 
likely be in 2023, she said. 


took so long for the monies to get 
dispersed because they just didn’t 
have the depth to be able to cover 
everything up front.” 

Changing the rules worked. 
It got the federal money into the 
communities that needed help 
coping with the pandemic. But it 
also left OPM with only a vague 
understanding of how the munici- 
palities allocated a combined $45.5 
million. 

Up until last month, the state 
had almost no information about 
what the cities and towns had 
spent that cash on. 

Since then, OPM required each 
municipality to report how much 
money had already been spent. 


Rep. Juan Candelaria, a backer 
of legalizing adult-use marijuana, 
said it’s too early to tell if equity 
issues are being fully pursued. 
But he praised efforts to push the 
process along. 

“T think that anything additional 
will add at least oversight that the 
provisions will be met,” he said in 
an interview. “To put it together 
will take a lot,” 

Joseph Carbone, president and 
chief executive officer of The 
Workplace, said jobs in the canna- 
bis industry are among the fast- 
est growing in the United States. 
Cannabis jobs provide the “kind 
of wages to help make sure people 





ment of $22,000 into a business 
called Classic Vehicle, which he 
and Meissenn owned. 

Brinson has acknowledged, 
according to a report by the panel 
of lawyers, that Classic Vehicle 
was a sham business created to 
give Meissenn access to a bank 
account. Meissenn was prohibited 
from opening bank accounts under 
the terms of his previous disbar- 
ment from the securities industry 
for fraud. 

Brinson has said he was naive 
and manipulated by Meissenn at 
first but continued to participate 
in the conspiracy after realizing 
he was involved in a fraud. The 
committee of lawyers reported 
that he was motivated by a desire 
to generate income for his law firm. 

Brinson admitted his guilt 
immediately and cooperated 
when confronted by the FBI. Since 
his release from prison, he has 
complied with a court-ordered 
schedule to contribute to a joint, 
$1.4 million restitution fund. 

The committee report said Brin- 
son has frequently volunteered his 
time to youth and school groups. 
He has also worked for a legal 
clinic and opened a business that 
assists prison inmates trying to win 
pardons. 


The agency also asked the towns 
and cities to break the costs down 
into 14 broad categories, includ- 
ing cleaning supplies, COVID-19 
testing, office modifications, local 
health spending, payroll costs, food 
assistance for local residents, and 
masks and other personal protec- 
tive equipment for public employ- 
ees, 

But that high-level data provided 
no insight about who may have 
profited from the local emergency 
spending or whether the money 
was actually used for its intended 
purposes. 

In West Haven, for example, the 
city’s finance director provided 
data to OPM that showed almost 
all of the $1.1 million the city 
received had been spent by this 
fall. 

Yet it is impossible to know 
based on that information that 
more than half of West Haven’s 
funds were allegedly diverted 
to a limited liability company 
that DiMassa and the other city 
employee controlled. 

The independent auditing firm 
hired by OPM is likely to delve into 
that level of detail, however. 

In a letter that was sent to the 
towns and cities last week, state 
officials instructed the municipal- 
ities to itemize every expenditure 
and to prepare an explanation for 
why those costs are eligible under 
the CARES Act. 

But that could be just the begin- 
ning of the process. Once the audit 
actually begins, McClure said, 
OPM could ask the municipalities 
to provide more extensive docu- 
mentation on each expenditure. 


are in the middle class of America,” 
he said. 

The cannabis industry will 
require numerous jobs in many 
areas: growing, selling and market- 
ing marijuana, transportation and 
other skills that require differ- 
ent types of workforce training, 
Carbone said. 

“The hardest thing that I have 
found in my 25 years at The Work- 
place is helping people to raise 
their expectations for them- 
selves,” he said. “That’s the result 
of decades of discrimination.” 


Stephen Singer can be reached 
at ssinger@courant.com. 
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Pres! 


In bid to lower gas 
prices, Biden orders 
50M barrels released 


By Josh Boak 
and Colleen Long 
Associated Press 





WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden on Tuesday 
ordered a record-setting 50 
million barrels of oil released 
from America’s strategic 
reserve to help bring down 
energy costs, in coordina- 
tion with other major energy 
consuming nations, includ- 
ing India, the United King- 
dom and China. 

The U.S. action is aimed 
at global energy markets, 
but also at helping Amer- 
icans coping with higher 
inflation and rising prices 
ahead of Thanksgiving and 
winter holiday travel. Gaso- 
line prices average about 
$3.40 a gallon, more than 
50% higher than a year ago, 
according to the American 
Automobile Association. 

“While our combined 
actions will not solve the 
problems of high gas prices 
overnight, it will make a 
difference,” Biden promised 
in remarks. “It will take time, 
but before long you should 
see the price of gas drop 
where you fill up your tank.” 

The government will 
begin to move barrels 
into the market in mid- 
to late-December. Gaso- 
line usually responds at a 
lag to changes in oil prices, 
and administration offi- 
cials suggested this is one 
of several steps toward ulti- 
mately bringing down costs. 

Oil prices had dropped 
in the days ahead of the 
announced withdrawals, 
a sign that investors were 
anticipating the moves that 
could bring a combined 70 
million to 80 million barrels 
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A gas station sign Tuesday in Annapolis, Md. Several factors have pushed prices to a seven-year high. JIM WATSON/GETTY-AFP 


of oil onto global markets. 
But in Tuesday morn- 
ing trading, prices shot up 
nearly 2% instead of falling. 
The market was expecting 
the news, and traders may 
have been underwhelmed 
when they saw the details, 
said Claudio Galimberti, 
senior vice president for oil 
markets at Rystad Energy. 
“The problem is that 
everybody knows that this 
measure is temporary,” 
Galimberti said. “So once it 
is stopped, then if demand 
continues to be above supply 
like it is right now, then 
you’re back to square one.” 
Shortly after the U.S. 
announcement, India said 
it would release 5 million 


barrels from its strate- 
gic reserves. The British 
government confirmed it 
will release up to 1.5 million 
barrels from its stockpile. 
Japan and South Korea are 
also participating. U.S. off- 
cials say it’s the biggest coor- 
dinated release from global 
strategic reserves. 

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s spokesman, Max 
Blain, said it was “a sensi- 
ble and measured step to 
support global markets” 
during the pandemic recov- 
ery. 
The actions by the U.S. 
and others also risk counter 
moves by Gulf nations, espe- 
cially Saudi Arabia, and by 
Russia. Saudi Arabia and 


Fundraising pleas detail 
plight of parade survivors 


Injured girl upon 
waking up: Just glue 
me back together’ 


By Scott Bauer 
and Tammy Webber 


Associated Press 


MADISON, Wis. — 
Friends and families of the 
roughly 60 people, includ- 
ing many children, hit by 
an SUV that sped through a 
Christmas parade in a subur- 
ban Milwaukee downtown 
say they suffered life-threat- 
ening injuries, with some 
clinging to life. 

One of the injured chil- 
dren, 8-year-old Jack- 
son Sparks, died Tuesday, 
his parents announced on 
his GoFundMe page. His 
brother, 12-year-old Tucker 
Sparks, remained hospital- 
ized. They were both march- 
ing with their baseball team 
when they were hit. 

A young girl who is a 
member of a dance troupe 
struck by the SUV, amoment 
captured on cellphone 
video, woke up Monday and 
told doctors, “just glue me 
back together,’ according to 
her GoFundMe fundraising 
page organized by a family 
friend. 

“No child or parent should 
have to endure this amount 
pain and suffering,’ the girl’s 
mother, Amber Konhke, 


posted Tuesday. 

The fundraising pleas 
detail the extent of some of 
the injuries from the inci- 
dent that has left six people 
dead and scores injured. 

The suspect, Darrell 
Brooks Jr., was charged 
with five counts of first-de- 
gree intentional homi- 
cide. A sixth count for the 
death of Jackson Sparks, 
which happened after the 
complaint was drawn up, 
will be added, according to 
Waukesha County District 
Attorney Susan Opper. 

Konhke’s daughter Jessa- 
lyn is shown smiling at the 
camera on one GoFundMe 
page, wearing a white Santa 
hat and holding pompoms. 
She is standing alongside 
other girls on the Wauke- 
sha Xtreme Dance team in 
a picture taken moments 
before she was struck. 

Jessalyn is “fighting for 
her life,” according to the 
fundraising account estab- 
lished by family friend Oscar 
Luna. She lost a kidney, 
broke her pelvis and has 
damage to her liver and 
lungs, Luna said. 

“This holiday season will 
be abrutal one for them,” he 
said of their family. 

In an update posted Tues- 
day, Luna wrote that she had 
woken up briefly Monday. 

“She is not fully aware of 
the severity of her injuries 


but managed to say, ‘just 
glue me back together, ” he 
wrote. “Only a child could 
reference themselves as a 
little doll in this situation.” 

Julia, who was also 
marching with her dance 
team and whose last name 
also isn’t given, “is in the 
fight for her life,” suffer- 
ing from brain trauma after 
being hit, her fundraising 
page established by family 
friend Jen McCarthy says. 

“Everyone that knows this 
little girl knows what joy 
she brings to the world,” the 
post says. “She has a heart of 
gold, asmile that can light up 
the room and is loved by so 
many.” 

Aidan Laughrin, a senior 
at Waukesha South High 
School, was hit while 
performing with the march- 
ing band, suffering fractured 
ribs, according to an online 
fundraiser. 

The family is “tough but 
the road ahead is going to be 
tough too, both physically 
and emotionally,’ the orga- 
nizer posted. 

Another band member, 
saxophonist Tyler Pudle- 
iner, also was struck and 
has undergone two surger- 
ies since Sunday. “He has a 
long road to recovery,’ wrote 
Joane Chmiel, one of two 
people raising money to help 
Pudleiner. 

Tamara Rosentreter was 


other Gulf countries have 
made clear they intend to 
control supply to keep prices 
high for the time being. 

Wyoming Sen. John 
Barrasso was among Repub- 
licans who criticized Biden’s 
announcement. The No. 
3 Senate Republican said 
the underlying issue is 
restrictions on domestic 
production by the Biden 
administration. 

“Begging OPEC and 
Russia to increase produc- 
tion and now using the Stra- 
tegic Petroleum Reserve 
are desperate attempts to 
address a Biden-caused 
disaster,” Barrasso said. 
“They’re not substitutes for 
American energy produc- 


tion.” 

Biden has scrambled 
to reshape much of his 
economic agenda around 
the issue of inflation, saying 
that his recently passed $1 
trillion infrastructure pack- 
age will reduce price pres- 
sures by making it more 
efficient and cheaper to 
transport goods. 

Republican lawmakers 
have hammered the admin- 
istration for inflation hitting 
a 31-year high in October. 
The consumer price index 
soared 6.2% from a year 
ago — the biggest 12-month 
jump since 1990. 

The Strategic Petro- 
leum Reserve is an emer- 
gency stockpile to preserve 








access to oil in case of natu- 
ral disasters, national secu- 
rity issues and other events. 
Maintained by the Energy 
Department, the reserves 
are stored in caverns created 
in salt domes along the 
Texas and Louisiana Gulf 
Coasts. There are roughly 
605 million barrels of petro- 
leum in the reserve. 

The Biden administra- 
tion argues that the reserve 
is the right tool to help ease 
the supply problem. Ameri- 
cans used an average of 20.7 
million barrels a day during 
September, according to the 
Energy Information Admin- 
istration. That means that 
the release nearly equals 
about 2 % days of additional 
supply. 

“Right now, I will do what 
needs to be done to reduce 
the price you pay at the 
pump,” Biden said. “From 
the middle class, and work- 
ing families that are spend- 
ing much too much and it’s 
a strain ... you’re the reason 
I was sent here to look out 
for you.” 

Biden said the White 
House was looking into 
potential price gouging by 
gas companies squeezing 
customers while making 
money off the lowered oil 
costs. And Energy Secre- 
tary Jennifer Granholm 
says that U.S. companies are 
part of the problem, keeping 
production below prepan- 
demic levels in order to 
increase their profits. 

The coronavirus 
pandemic roiled energy 
markets. As closures began 
in April 2020, demand 
collapsed and oil futures 
prices turned negative. 
Energy traders did not want 
to get stuck with crude that 
they could not store. But 
as the economy recovered, 
prices jumped to a seven- 
year high in October. 





People gather for a candlelight vigil Monday for those affected by Sunday’s parade tragedy in 
Waukesha, which is 20 miles west of Milwaukee. SCOTT ASH/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL-SENTINEL 


doing what she loved, enter- 
taining the crowd as part 
of the Milwaukee Danc- 
ing Grannies, when she 
was struck by the SUV that 
took the lives of three of her 
fellow dancers. 

The mother of four and 
grandmother of one was the 
leader of the troupe, accord- 
ing to an online fundraiser 
seeking help for Rosen- 
streter’s recovery. 

The organizer posted a 
message from Rosenstreter, 
who said “I’m still here. Lots 
of pain, stitches, broken 
bones and lots of bumps and 


bruises. Love you ALL.” 

She described how a 
woman prayed for her at 
the scene “to help give me 
peace and comfort” and how 
another kept her warm with 
a blanket. 

“This tragedy is so hard 
to wrap my head around,” 
she said, saying her “heart 
aches” for the victims and 
their families, those who 
witnessed the devastation 
and “for my teammates and 
their families who are my 
family.” 

More than $787,000 
had been raised for the 


18 GoFundMe-verified 
pages for parade victims. 
Another community fund 
for victims had raised more 
than $600,000 by Tuesday 
morning, said Waukesha 
Mayor Shawn Reilly. The 
Waukesha County Commu- 
nity Foundation said that 
fund had grown to more 
than $916,000 by Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“There’s so much 
outpouring of support,” he 
said. “It warms your heart to 
know that people are saying, 
‘We support your commu- 
nity, we feel for you, ” 


Jury rules 3 pharmacy chains at fault for opioid crisis in 2 Ohio counties 


By John Seewer 


Associated Press 


CLEVELAND — CVS, 
Walgreens and Walmart 
pharmacies recklessly 
distributed massive 
amounts of pain pills in two 
Ohio counties, a federal jury 
said Tuesday in a verdict 
that could set the tone for 
US. city and county govern- 
ments that want to hold 
pharmacies accountable 
for their roles in the opioid 
crisis. 

Lake and Trumbull coun- 


ties blamed the three chain 
pharmacies for not stop- 
ping the flood of pills that 
caused hundreds of over- 
dose deaths and cost each 
of the two counties about $1 
billion, said their attorney, 
who in court compared the 
pharmacies’ dispensing to a 
gumball machine. 

How much the pharma- 
cies must pay in damages 
will be decided in the spring 
by a federal judge. 

It’s the first time phar- 
macy companies completed 
a trial to defend themselves 


in a drug crisis that killed a 
half-million Americans over 
the past two decades. 

The counties convinced 
the jury that the pharma- 
cies played an outsized role 
in creating a public nuisance 
in the way they dispensed 
pain medication into their 
communities. 

“The law requires phar- 
macies to be diligent in deal- 
ing drugs. This case should 
be a wake-up call that fail- 
ure will not be accepted,” 
said Mark Lanier, an attor- 
ney for the counties. 


“The jury sounded a 
bell that should be heard 
through all pharmacies in 
America,” Lanier said. 

Attorneys for the phar- 
macy chains maintained 
they had policies to stem 
the flow of pills when their 
pharmacists had concerns 
and would notify authori- 
ties about suspicious orders 
from doctors. They also 
said it was doctors who 
controlled how many pills 
were prescribed for legiti- 
mate medical needs. 

CVSHealth, Walgreen Co. 


and Walmart Inc. said they 
will appeal. 

Walmart said in a state- 
ment that the counties’ 
attorneys sued “in search of 
deep pockets while ignor- 
ing the real causes of the 
opioid crisis — such as pill 
mill doctors, illegal drugs, 
and regulators asleep at the 
switch — and they wrongly 
claimed pharmacists must 
second-guess doctors in a 
way the law never intended 
and many federal and state 
health regulators say inter- 
feres with the doctor-patient 


relationship.” 

Walgreen spokesperson 
Fraser Engerman charac- 
terized the case as an unsus- 
tainable effort “to resolve 
the opioid crisis with an 
unprecedented expansion 
of public nuisance law.” 

A statement from 
CVS spokesperson Mike 
DeAngelis noted: “As plain- 
tiffs’ own experts testified, 
many factors have contrib- 
uted to the opioid abuse 
issue, and solving this prob- 
lem will require involve- 
ment from all stakeholders.” 
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Suspect charged in parade trage 


Man heard crying 
at court appearance; 
death toll rises to 6 


By Scott Bauer 


Associated Press 


Prosecutors in Wisconsin on 
Tuesday charged a man with inten- 
tional homicide in the deaths of 
five people who were killed when 
an SUV was driven into a Christ- 
mas parade that also left roughly 
60 people injured, including many 
children. 

Prosecutors say a sixth person, 
a child, died and more charges are 
pending. 

The parents of Jackson Sparks, 
8, announced his death on a 
GoFundMe page. His brother, 
12-year-old Tucker Sparks, 
remained hospitalized 

Darrell Brooks Jr. was charged 
with five counts of intentional 
homicide in the crash Sunday in 
Waukesha, a Milwaukee suburb. 
Conviction on first-degree inten- 
tional homicide carries a manda- 
tory life sentence, Wisconsin’s 
stiffest penalty. 

Brooks made his initial appear- 
ance in court Tuesday. He could be 
heard crying during the proceed- 
ing, leaning over with his head 
nearly in his lap, with his attorney 
resting a hand on his back. 

The city’s livestream video and 
bystander video captured the 
chaotic scene when an SUV sped 
along the parade route and then 
into the crowd. Several of those 
injured remain in critical condition. 

According to the criminal 
complaint, witnesses told police 
that the vehicle “appeared to be 
intentionally moving side to side,’ 
with no attempt to slow down or 
stop as it struck multiple people 
and sent bodies and objects flying. 

The criminal complaint said a 
police officer shot at the vehicle, 
striking it three times, and a detec- 
tive stepped in front of Brooks’ 
vehicle and pounded on the hood, 
shouting “Stop,” several times, but 
Brooks drove past him. 

The complaint said the detective 
was wearing police insignia and a 
neon orange safety vest. 

One pending case against Brooks 
included an allegation that he delib- 
erately hit a woman with his car 
Nov. 2 after a fight. Prosecutors in 
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Amourner cries at a memorial Tuesday in Waukesha, Wisconsin, which is reeling from Sunday’s tragedy. JEFFREY PHELPS/AP 


Milwaukee County on Monday 
called their $1,000 bail reeommen- 
dation “inappropriately low” given 
the facts of that case and the Sunday 
crash, and said they would review it. 

Julius Kim, a defense attorney 
and former assistant prosecutor, 
said the bail could easily have been 
set more than twice as high. 

“He was accused of running over 
the mother of his kid, and to put it 
at $1,000 strikes me as low,” Kim 
said. “It could have been an inexpe- 
rienced attorney who happened to 
be reviewing cases that day.” 

Cash bail on the latest charges is 
set at $5 million, and a preliminary 
hearing is scheduled for Jan. 14. 

Waukesha police Chief Dan 
Thompson said Brooks, 39, was 
leaving the scene of a domestic 
dispute that had taken place just 
minutes earlier when he drove into 
the parade route. 

Brooks has been charged with 
crimes more than a dozen times 
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since 1999 and had two outstand- 
ing cases against him at the time of 
the parade disaster. That included 
resisting or obstructing an officer, 
reckless endangering, disorderly 
conduct, bail jumping and battery 
for the November incident. 

Legal experts cautioned that 
one extreme case should not be 
a reason to push for higher bail 
amounts that would keep poorer 
defendants behind bars longer 
while they await trial. 

“We don’t want to have a knee- 
jerk reaction here and say ‘Let’s 
lock up a lot of people pretrial, ” 
said John Gross, alaw professor at 
the University of Wisconsin Law 
School and also the director of its 
Public Defender Project. 

“I’m sure the district attorney’s 
office is going to look back at this 
and ask themselves, ‘Did we get 
this wrong?’ ” Gross said. “This is 
such an extreme incident. Could 
they reasonably expect he would 
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get behind a vehicle and run people 
down on a parade route? What 
would have alerted you to the 
capacity he would have had for this 
kind of violence?” 

Some Republicans were quick to 
jump on the case as an example of 
a broken legal system. 

Republican Rebecca Kleef- 
isch, a former Wisconsin lieu- 
tenant governor who is running 
for governor in 2022, called the 
killings “yet another avoidable 
tragedy that occurred because 
a violent career criminal was 
allowed to walk free and terror- 
ize our community.” 

And Republican state Rep. Cindi 
Duchow said she was reintroduc- 
ing a constitutional amendment 
that would change the bail process 
in Wisconsin to allow judges to 
consider a defendant’s danger to 
the community when setting bail. 

Judges currently are only 
allowed to consider the possibil- 


ity that defendants might not show 
up for a court appearance when 
setting bail. 

“He tried to run over his girl- 
friend with his car — that’s 
attempted murder,’ Duchow said. 
“If you’re a danger to society, you 
should have to work hard to get 
out.” 

NBC News published doorbell 
camera footage that appeared to 
capture Brooks’ arrest. 

It showed Brooks, shivering ina 
T-shirt, knocking on a homeown- 
er’s door and asking for help calling 
for a ride. 

Moments later, police 
surrounded the house and 
shouted, “Hands up!” 

Brooks, standing on the porch, 
held up his hands and said, “Whoa 
whoa whoa!” 

Hundreds gathered at a down- 
town park Monday night in 
Waukesha for a candlelight vigil 
in honor of those lost and hurt. 
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War’s end, drought 
and economic crisis 
force farmers to shift 


By Thomas Gibbons-Neff 
and Taimoor Shah 
The New York Times 


ARGHANDAB, Afghan- 
istan — Abdul Hamid’s 
pomegranate trees were 
scarred from bullets and 
shrapnel. There was no 
profit anymore from the 
fruit that made his district 
in southern Afghanistan so 
renowned for something 
other than war. 

So this month, Hamid’s 
field hands began destroy- 
ing his 800 or so pome- 
granate trees in Kandahar’s 
Arghandab district. He 
looked on as the centu- 
ry-old orchard, farmed for 
generations by his family, 
was turned into a graveyard 
of twisted trunks, discarded 
fruit and churned earth. 

“There’s no water, no 
good crops,” Hamid, 80, 
said, the steady burp of a 
chain saw drowning out his 
assessment. 

The Taliban’s military 
campaign over the past year 
didn’t help. 

The decision to destroy 
his entire orchard is one 
that Hamid and many other 
Afghans farmers in the 
district are making to earn 
an income after a series of 
devastating harvest seasons. 
A crippling drought, finan- 
cial hardships and unpre- 
dictable border closures at 
the war’s end have sent them 
scrambling for the security 
of the region’s most reliable 
economic engine: growing 
opium poppy. 

One orchard turned 
poppy field means little 
on the broader scale of 
Afghanistan’s opium output, 
the largest in the world, 
accounting for more than 
80% of the world’s supply, 
according to the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime. 

But what is happening in 
Arghandab and elsewhere in 
Afghanistan, in the middle 
of an economic collapse that 
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Farmers harvest poppies Nov. 7 in Afghanistan’s Kandahar province. Afghanistan’s opium output accounts for over 80% of the 
world’s supply, according to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. JIM HUYLEBROEK/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


has led to a nationwide cash 
crunch, may have ramifica- 
tions for the drug’s produc- 
tion and trafficking across 
Afghanistan. Many fear that 
this season is an early warn- 
ing of much higher cultiva- 
tion in the future. 

“Next year you will see 
poppy crops,” Moham- 
med Omar, 54, another 
pomegranate farmer, said 
as he strutted through his 
orchard. 

In Arghandab, the pome- 
granate is undoubtedly the 
pride of southern Afghan- 
istan and long a valuable 
export. The red fruit is tradi- 
tionally exported to Paki- 
stan, India and sometimes 
the Persian Gulf, but recent 
border restrictions and 
airport closings since the 
Taliban’s seizure of power 
have made trade extremely 
difficult. The border with 
Pakistan is sometimes 
closed and sometimes open, 
a fitful pattern that antago- 
nizes the Afghan pomegran- 
ate farmers and buyers to no 


end as they try to time their 
harvests, sales and exports. 
In October 2020, a Tali- 
ban offensive pierced into 
the heart of the district in 
the middle of the harvest, 
with government and Tali- 
ban front lines arrayed along 
the river. Insurgent home- 
made explosives littered 
the orchards, killing farm- 
ers who ventured within 
to tend to their crops. The 
fighting cut off important 
roads, preventing fruit from 
making it to market. 
Pomegranates died on 
their branches as field hands 
waited for the airstrikes 
and mortars and bursts of 
machine-gun fire to stop. 
The fighting finally ended 
when Kandahar fell to the 
Taliban in August, leaving 
abandoned police outposts 
in the district, Taliban 
foxholes in orchards and 
burned trees as evidence 
of the violence that tore 
through the idyllic area of 
interconnected fields and 


dusty roads. 


At nearly 80, Lewanai 
Agha has harvested pome- 
granates his entire life. He 
kept on while also fighting in 
the Soviet war in the 1980s 
as an insurgent, surviving 
the civil war and the rise of 
the Taliban in the 1990s and 
the failed U.S. invasion that 
began in 2001. But this past 
year was the one that broke 
him, he said. 

In 2019, Agha made 
roughly $9,300. In 2020: 
about $620, although then 
he was still able to keep a 
cheerful demeanor despite 
the violent Taliban offen- 
sive that tore through his 
orchard. This year, Agha, 
surveying just two mounds 
of pomegranates, spoke 
defeatedly. That was his 
entire harvest, he said, and 
next year there will probably 
be poppy stalks in a portion 
of this orchard. 

“We have been left in 
misery by all,” Agha said. 

Six members of his family 
were killed during the fight- 
ing in the months since the 





Authorities inspect the scene of a fiery bus crash that killed 45 people on a highway near the 
village of Bosnek in western Bulgaria. MINKO CHERNEV/BTA AGENCY BULGARIA 


‘Horrifying’ bus crash kills 
dozens of tourists in Bulgaria 


By Veselin Toshkov 
and Stephen McGrath 


Associated Press 


SOFIA, Bulgaria — A bus 
carrying tourists back to 
North Macedonia crashed 
and caught fire in western 
Bulgaria early Tuesday, 
killing at least 45 people, 
including a dozen children, 
authorities said. DNA tests 
were being carried out to 
identify the victims. 

The bus apparently 
ripped through a guard- 
rail on a highway, though 
authorities said the cause 
was still under investiga- 
tion. Photos taken shortly 
after the crash showed 
the vehicle engulfed in 
flames as plumes of thick, 
black smoke rose. Daylight 
revealed a burned-out shell 
with all of its windows 
blown out. A portion of the 
guardrail was in the road. 

Seven survivors were 
hospitalized after the 
crash, which took place asa 
group of buses was return- 
ing from a trip to Turkey. 
Twelve children were 
among the dead, according 
to the North Macedonia 
chief prosecutor, Ljubomir 
Joveski. 

Bulgarian Interior Minis- 
ter Boyko Rashkov told 


reporters at the crash site 
that he had “never in my life 
seen something more horri- 
fying” and that the identifi- 
cation process would take 
time. 

“The people who were on 
the bus are turned to char- 
coal,” he said. “There were 
four buses that traveled 
together, and it is possible 
that passengers changed 
buses during the stops.” 

Borislav Sarafov, chief of 
Bulgaria’s national investi- 
gation service, confirmed 
that 52 people were on the 
bus that crashed. 

Among the survivors 
were five North Macedonia 
citizens, one Serb and one 
Belgian, according to North 
Macedonia’s Foreign Minis- 
try. Albanian Foreign Minis- 
ter Olta Xhacka said almost 
all of the dead were ethnic 
Albanians, but it was not 
clear if they were also citi- 
zens of North Macedonia. 

Blagoj Bocvarski, North 
Macedonia’s transport 
minister, said in the capi- 
tal of Skopje late Tuesday 
that officials have started 
to revoke the transporta- 
tion license of the travel 
company that owns the bus. 
He said the company has 
four buses licensed to carry 
passengers internationally, 


but for the bus involved in 
the accident “there was no 
record in the ministry that it 
possessed the license.” 

News of the crash hit 
hard in the small Balkan 
country of 2 million people. 
The North Macedonia 
government observed a 
minute of silence Tuesday 
and declared three days 
of mourning. Flags will be 
lowered to half-staff, and 
all public events will be 
canceled. The country’s 
prime minister traveled 
to Bulgaria, as did its chief 
prosecutor, who visited the 
crash site. 

Azem Sadiki, mayor of 
Studenicani municipality 
near Skopje, said 20 of the 
crash victims were local 
residents. He said the dead 
included a mother and her 
four children as well as the 
woman’s sister and her two 
children. 

“This is a huge loss for us 
all, and the whole country,” 
Sadiki said. 

The Bulgarian govern- 
ment declared Wednesday 
a national day of mourn- 
ing for the victims. The 
occasion will also mark the 
deaths of nine people who 
died in a nursing home 
fire Monday in the eastern 
Bulgarian village of Royak. 


last harvest. 

For many years, opium 
brought lower profits than 
pomegranates per hect- 
are, but what it does offer 
is financial security. Opium 
can keep for longer and 
needs far less irrigation 
than pomegranates. And 
selling and distributing the 
illicit substance often relies 
on a network of smugglers 
inside the country, so closed 
borders are no longer a 
problem. 

“Farmers are rational 
actors,” said David Mans- 
field, an expert on illicit 
economies. “They can 
see the increased risks of 
continuing to cultivate 
pomegranate.” 

At another time, the deci- 
sion to replace portions of 
his pomegranate orchard 
may have been unthinkable. 
But in recent years, Omar 
had lost thousands of dollars 
on overhead, such as fuel 
for his irrigation pumps and 
field-hand salaries, without 
a return on those invest- 


hards give way to opium 


ments. 

Enter the Taliban 
and poppy. The insur- 
gents-turned-rulers have 
had a complicated relation- 
ship with the crop. During 
their first regime, the Tali- 
ban made several half- 
hearted attempts to restrict 
opium before altogether 
banning its cultivation on 
religious grounds in the late 
1990s and in 2000. But after 
they were toppled by the 
United States, the Taliban 
dove into the industry, using 
the illicit profits to fund 
their insurgency against the 
most powerful military in 
the world. 

The Taliban in Arghandab 
district have given farmers a 
pass to grow the crop given 
the hardships of the past few 
seasons, residents say. A few 
seasons of poppy growth 
might yield a lower than 
expected return, explained 
Hamid, the farmer who 
destroyed his orchard. But if 
the country’s Taliban rulers 
again clamp down, it will be 
a cash windfall as supplies 
dwindle. 

Though the Taliban indi- 
cated a desire to ban produc- 
tion of the drug after the 
group took power in August, 
in a recent interview, Tali- 
ban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said that there was 
no plan to stop or eradicate 
poppy cultivation. 

“Our people are going 
through economic crisis, 
and stopping people from 
their only means of income 
is not a good idea,” Mujahid 
said, adding that the Taliban 
were encouraging farmers 
to “find alternatives.” 

Poppy growth in Afghan- 
istan has steadily increased 
in past years despite the 
billions of dollars spent by 
the United States and others 
on counternarcotics efforts. 
The total area under poppy 
cultivation in Afghanistan 
was estimated at almost 900 
square miles in 2020, a 37% 
increase from 2019, accord- 
ing to a U.N. report. 

“It is shameful, we know, 
but we are compelled. What 
else can we do?” Omar said. 
“Everyone is cutting trees.” 


$25M awarded in damages 
for Unite the Right violence 


By Denise Lavoie 
Associated Press 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, 
Va. — A jury ordered white 
nationalist leaders and 
organizations to pay more 
than $25 million in damages 
Tuesday over violence that 
erupted during the deadly 
2017 Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville. 

After a nearly monthlong 
civil trial, the jury in U.S. 
District Court deadlocked 
on two key claims but found 
the white nationalists liable 
on four other counts in the 
lawsuit filed by nine people 
who suffered physical or 
emotional injuries during 
the two days of demonstra- 
tions. 

Attorney Roberta Kaplan 
said the plaintiffs’ lawyers 
plan to refile the suit so a 
new jury can decide the 
two claims this jury could 
not reach a verdict on. 
She called the amount of 
damages awarded from the 
others counts “eye open- 
ing.” 

“That sends a loud 
message,” Kaplan said. 

The verdict, though 
mixed, is a rebuke to the 
white nationalist move- 
ment, particularly for the 
two dozen individuals and 
organizations who were 
accused in a federal lawsuit 
of orchestrating violence 
against African Americans, 
Jews and others in a metic- 
ulously planned conspiracy. 

White nationalist leader 
Richard Spencer vowed to 
appeal, saying the “entire 
theory of that verdict is 
fundamentally flawed.” 

He said plaintiffs’ attor- 
neys made it clear before 
the trial that they wanted 
to use the case to bankrupt 
him and other defendants. 

Lawyers for the plaintiffs 
invoked a 150-year-old law 
passed after the Civil War 
to shield freed slaves from 
violence and protect their 
civil rights. Commonly 
known as the Ku Klux 
Klan Act, the law contains 
a rarely used provision that 
allows private citizens to 





People clash during the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. A jury on Tuesday ordered white nationalists to pay 
over $25 million in damages. STEVE HELBER/AP 2017 


sue other citizens for civil 
rights violations. 

Hundreds of white 
nationalists descended on 
Charlottesville for the Unite 
the Right rally on Aug. 11 
and 12, 2017, ostensibly to 
protest city plans to remove 
a statue of Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee. During 
a march on the Univer- 
sity of Virginia campus, 
white nationalists chanted 
“Jews will not replace 
us,” surrounded counter- 
protesters and threw tiki 
torches at them. The follow- 
ing day, an avowed admirer 
of Adolf Hitler rammed his 
car into a crowd of coun- 
terprotesters, killing one 
woman and injuring dozens 
more. 

Then-President Donald 
Trump touched off a politi- 
cal firestorm when he failed 
to immediately denounce 
the white nationalists, 
saying there were “very fine 
people on both sides.” 

The driver of the car, 
James Alex Fields Jr., is 
serving life in prison for 
murder and hate crimes. 
Fields is one of 24 defen- 
dants named in the lawsuit 
funded by Integrity First for 
America, a nonprofit civil 
rights organization formed 
in response to the violence 
in Charlottesville. 

The lawsuit accused 
some of the country’s most 
well-known white national- 


ists of plotting the violence, 
including Jason Kessler, 
the rally’s main organizer; 
Spencer, who coined the 
term “alt-right” to describe 
a loosely connected band of 
white nationalists, neo-Na- 
zis and others; and Chris- 
topher Cantwell, a white 
supremacist who became 
known as the “crying Nazi” 
for posting a tearful video 
when a warrant was issued 
for his arrest on assault 
charges for using pepper 
spray against counterdem- 
onstrators. 

The trial featured 
emotional testimony from 
people struck by Fields’ 
car or who witnessed the 
attacks as well as plain- 
tiffs who were beaten or 
subjected to racist taunts. 

During their testimony, 
some of the defendants used 
racial epithets and defiantly 
expressed their support for 
white supremacy. They also 
blamed one another and the 
anti-fascist political move- 
ment known as antifa for 
the violence that erupted 
that weekend. Lawyers 
for the plaintiffs showed 
the jury a vast collection of 
chat room exchanges, text 
messages and social media 
postings by the defendants 
to demonstrate the extent 
of their communications 
before the rally and try to 
prove their claim that they 
planned the violence. 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


Oath Keepers, Proud 
Boys subpoenaed by 
Jan. 6 House panel 


From news services 


WASHINGTON — The 
House committee investi- 
gating the Jan. 6 U.S. Capi- 
tol insurrection issued more 
subpoenas Tuesday, this 
time to extremist organiza- 
tions, including the Proud 
Boys and the Oath Keepers 
as well as their leaders, in 
an attempt to uncover the 
plotting and execution of 
the deadly attack. 

The subpoenas are the 
latest in a wide net the 
House panel has cast in an 
effort to investigate the riot, 
when supporters of former 
President Donald Trump, 
fueled by his false claims of 
a stolen election, assaulted 
police and smashed their 
way into the Capitol to 
interrupt the certification 
of Democrat Joe Biden’s 
victory. 

The latest subpoenas 
were issued to the Oath 
Keepers, the Proud Boys and 
1st Amendment Praetorian 
organizations as well as their 
members, requesting docu- 
ments and testimony. 

Henry “Enrique” Tarrio, 
chairman of the Proud Boys, 
was among those subpoe- 
naed. He hasn’t been charged 
in the riot as he wasn’t there 
on Jan. 6. He’d been arrested 
in an unrelated vandalism 
case as he arrived in Wash- 
ington two days earlier and 
was ordered out of the area 
by ajudge. Law enforcement 
later said Tarrio was picked 
up in part to help quell 
potential violence. 

More than 30 Proud 
Boys leaders, members or 
associates are among those 
who have been charged in 
connection with the attack. 

The committee also 
subpoenaed the Oath Keep- 
ers, a militia group founded 
in 2009, and its founder 
and leader Elmer Stew- 
art Rhodes. The panel says 
Rhodes may have suggested 
members should engage 
in violence to ensure their 


preferred election outcome 
and that he was in contact 
with several of the more 
than a dozen indicted Oath 
Keepers members before, 
during and after the Capitol 
attack, including meeting 
some of them outside the 
Capitol. 

The last organization on 
the committee’s list Tues- 
day was the Ist Amend- 
ment Praetorian, founded 
by a QAnon believer, which 
claims to provide free secu- 
rity for “patriotic and reli- 
gious events across the 
country.” 

Its chairman, Robert 
Patrick Lewis, is wanted by 
the committee after being 
listed as a speaker on the 
permit for a Jan. 5 rally on 
Freedom Plaza in down- 
town Washington. 


French PM stricken: After 
testing positive for COVID- 
19, France’s prime minis- 
ter is being singled out on 
social media and beyond as 
an example of what not todo 
in the pandemic. 

Videos are circulating of 
a maskless Prime Minis- 
ter Jean Castex vigorously 
shaking hands with elected 
officials in an enclosed 
space at a Paris mayoral 
congress on Nov. 16. Many 
people are pointing out that 
goes against France’s offi- 
cial stance that everyone 
should keep taking preven- 
tative measures, especially 
as infections surge. 

They also noted that the 
56-year-old Castex, who 
tested positive Monday, had 
called the French Carib- 
bean territory of Guade- 
loupe “irresponsible” in the 
enforcement of COVID-19 
measures when he did not 
abide by the rules himself. 

The prime minister’s 
office said the issue was 
being exploited for politi- 
cal ends and that he “tries to 
respect the rules as much as 
possible.” 

Castex’s office says the 
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Alyse Lawrence, a 12-year-old volunteer with the Denver Rescue Mission, carries a frozen turkey that will be part of a 
Thanksgiving Day banquet box Tuesday outside Empower Field at Mile High in Denver. The NFL’s Broncos joined forces with the 
mission to distribute 3,000 Thanksgiving Day food boxes to individuals and families in need. DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 


56-year-old prime minis- 
ter tested positive after 
his 11-year-old daughter 
contracted the virus, and he 
is self-isolating for 10 days. 


Ahmaud Arbery trial: The 
case of three white men 
charged with murder in the 
killing of Ahmaud Arbery 
went to the jury Tuesday 
after a trial in which pros- 
ecutors argued that the 
defendants provoked the 
fatal confrontation and 
defense attorneys insisted 
their clients acted in self-de- 
fense. 

“You can’t claim self-de- 
fense if you are the unjus- 
tified aggressor,” Linda 
Dunikoski told jurors in 
her final statement. “Who 
started this? It wasn’t 
Ahmaud Arbery.” 

After more than two 
weeks of testimony and clos- 
ing arguments, the prose- 
cution got the last word 
because it carries the burden 
of proving its case beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

Father and son Greg and 
Travis McMichael grabbed 
guns and pursued Arbery 
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in a pickup truck after spot- 
ting him running through 
their subdivision on Feb. 23, 
2020. A neighbor, William 
“Roddie” Bryan, joined the 
chase and recorded the 
video of Travis McMichael 
opening fire as Arbery threw 
punches and grabbed for 
McMichael’s shotgun. 

Allthree men are charged 
with murder and other 
offenses. 


Apple sues Israeli group: 
Tech giant Apple announced 
Tuesday it is suing Israel’s 
NSO Group, seeking to block 
the world’s most infamous 
hacker-for-hire company 
from breaking into Apple’s 
products, like the iPhone. 
Apple said in a complaint 
filed in federal court in 
California that NSO Group 
employees are “amoral 21st 
century mercenaries who 
have created highly sophis- 
ticated cyber-surveillance 
machinery that invites 
routine and flagrant abuse.” 
Apple said NSO Group’s 
spyware, called Pegasus, had 
been used to attack a small 
number of Apple customers 
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worldwide. 

NSO Group has broadly 
denied wrongdoing and said 
its products have been used 
by governments to save lives. 

Security researchers have 
found Pegasus being used 
around the world to break 
into the phones of human 
rights activists, journalists 
and even members of the 
Catholic clergy. 


Student slaying: The only 
person convicted in the 
2007 murder of British 
student Meredith Kercher 
was freed Tuesday after 
serving most of his 16-year 
prison sentence, his lawyer 
said. 

Attorney Fabrizio Balla- 
rini said Rudy Guede’s 
planned Jan. 4 release had 
been moved up and he was 
freed on Tuesday. 

The 2007 case gained 
international notoriety after 
Kercher’s American room- 
mate, Amanda Knox, and 
Knox’s then-boyfriend were 
placed under suspicion. Both 
were initially convicted, but 
Italy’s highest court threw 
out the convictions in 2015. 


‘Progress’ in Ethiopia: A 
United States envoy said 
Tuesday he sees “nascent 
progress” in talks with Ethi- 
opia’s warring sides toward 
a cease-fire, but he fears it 
will be outpaced by “alarm- 
ing” military developments 
in the yearlong war in Afri- 
ca’s second-most populous 
country. 

Jeffrey Feltman spoke 
to reporters after his latest 
visit to Ethiopia, where 
rival Tigray forces continue 
pushing toward the capital, 
Addis Ababa, and a grow- 
ing number of countries tell 
their citizens to leave imme- 
diately. 

Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed on Monday 
announced he will lead 
“from the battlefield” in a 
war that is estimated to have 
killed tens of thousands of 
people. 

Feltman said the warring 
sides are now talking about 
elements they expect to see 
on the table in talks, but “the 
tragedy is” that while the 
elements are similar, views 
differ on which to tackle 
first. 
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quality, save you money — cool you in summer — and warm you in 

winter! And they can be installed in one day 


Call Daniels Energy Today 
$60.813.9105 














DANIELS ENERGY. 


THE HOME COMFORT SPECIALISTS 


ate MITSUBISH! energ ize 4 


HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING CONN giz UT 





DAMON qY 


“Offer is for one standard compressor unit and two standard Mitsubishi Ductless Split head units. $75.75 per month 
example predicated on $10,000 total cost for system. $1,000 customer down payment. Financing $9,000 at .99% 
apr. 120 equal payments of $75.75 per month. EnergizeCT offers an immediate consumer rebate of up to $500 


depending on equipment selected. Minimum size restriction and SEER ratings apply. Not available on previous sales. 


See Daniels Energy representative for complete details. Primary Mitsubishi offer ends: December 31, 2021 
Daniels Energy: CT License S1-385517 HOD#19 / Daniels Propane. LLC: #846 CT License S1-302857 
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Safety Meets Quality 


| Experience KOHLER Quality & Save 


90% OFF 


wa KO)izrstoylelarcl im latsieclitcii(elame)i 
Your KOHLER, Walk-In Bath’ 


$$$ AANA. AVAILABLE THIS MONTH ONLY 
No Payments for 18 MONTHS” 


Call today for your FREE in-home quote! 


©(860)-249-0352 


TOffer ends November 30, 2021. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; Hl; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo, 
NY. 50% off installation labor applies to the installation of the Walk-In Bath and may exclude costs associated with plumbing and electrical. 
Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details. “Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no 
minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally 
insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended 
by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally 
insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on 
behalf of participating lenders. NULS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only. 





PROTECT YOUR HOME 2e2 DAYS A YEAR 


Leaf. Aalicse 


PROTECTION 


WE INSTALL 
YEAR-ROUND! 


¥ ACCREDITED 
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Micromesh 





| Qo uPVC Frame 


Se me... 


0. Existing Gutter 











EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! 


+102+52 


TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!™ 








150 


YOUR aaeE 
PURCHASE 


SENIORS & tam 
MILITARY! Hatyy— 


wk wt 


FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!" 
Promo Code: 285 


‘Subject to credit approval. Call for details. 


© CALL US TODAY FOR 1-877-516-8185 


A FREE ESTIMATE 


Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST 








*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only *The leading consumer 
reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. 
CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA 
UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822)JZ License# WV056912 License# 
WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 
Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC Li- 
cense# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114 
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LA mall latest to be hit by 
smash-and-grab thieves 


Survey: Stores seeing increase in organized thefts, perpetrators more aggressive 


By Eugene Garcia 
and Olga R. Rodriguez 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — A group of thieves 
smashed windows at department store 
at a luxury mall in Los Angeles, trigger- 
ing a police pursuit just days after others 
targeted high-end stores in Beverly Hills 
and throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. 

The latest incident in a national trend of 
smash-and-grab crimes targeted a Nord- 
strom store at The Grove retail and enter- 
tainment complex. It came as the country’s 
largest consumer electronics chain said that 
an increase in organized theft was taking 
a toll on its bottom line. The LA group 
struck around 10:40 p.m. Monday, said Offi- 
cer Drake Madison, a Los Angeles Police 
Department spokesman. Officers pursued 
an SUV involved in the crime and the chase 
ended with three people taken into custody, 
he said. The number of people involved in 
the crime was not known, Madison said. 

In the Bay Area, groups of thieves, some 
carrying crowbars and hammers, smashed 


glass cases and window displays and 
ransacked high-end stores, stealing jewelry, 
sunglasses, suitcases and other merchan- 
dise before fleeing in waiting cars. 

The thefts are believed to be part of 
sophisticated criminal networks that 
recruit mainly young people to steal 
merchandise in stores throughout the 
country and then sell it in online market- 
places. Experts and law enforcement offi- 
cials say the thefts are ratcheting up as the 
holiday shopping season gets underway. 

The National Retail Federation said a 
recent survey found stores are seeing an 
increase in organized thefts and perpetra- 
tors being more aggressive. The electronics 
chain Best Buy on Tuesday cited organized 
theft as one of the reasons for a decline in 
gross profit margin in the third quarter. 

“We are definitely seeing more and more 
particularly organized retail crime and inci- 
dents of shrink in our locations,” Best Buy 
CEO Corie Barry told analysts during a 
conference call Tuesday. “This is areal issue 
that hurts and scares real people.” 

The flash mobs are usually organized 


by local people who recruit their crews 
and send them to steal specific merchan- 
dise requested by criminal organizations 
throughout the country, said Ben Dugan, 
president of the Coalition of Law Enforce- 
ment and Retail. 

Those who do the stealing get paid 
between $500 and $1,000 to take as much 
as they can and bring it back to organizers 
who ship it to other parts of the country. 

Some people were also armed with guns 
in nearly all the weekend robberies. 

“We're not talking about someone who 
needs money or needs food. These are 
people who go out and do this is for high 
profit, and for the thrill,” said Ben Dugan, 
president of the Coalition of Law Enforce- 
ment and Retail. 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom said 
Monday that his office met with retail- 
ers over the weekend who asked for more 
police patrols. He said increased enforce- 
ment would start immediately “in and 
around areas that are highly trafficked 
and coming into the holiday season Black 
Friday in shopping malls.” 


US: Sugar 

merger bad 
for market, 
sues to halt 


By Michael Balsamo 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart- 
ment filed a lawsuit Tuesday seeking to 
block a major U.S. sugar manufacturer from 
acquiring its rival, arguing that allowing the 
deal would harm competition and consum- 
ers, 

The suit was filed in federal court in Dela- 
ware. 

It comes about eight months after U.S. 
Sugar announced it reached an agreement 
to acquire the Imperial Sugar Co., one of the 
largest sugar refiners in the nation. 

The lawsuit is the latest example of the 
Justice Department’s approach to aggres- 
sive enforcement of federal antitrust law that 
officials say is aimed at ensuring a fair and 
competitive market. 

It comes months after President Joe Biden 
signed an executive order that called on 
the Justice Department and Federal Trade 
Commission to vigorously enforce antitrust 
statutes and promote market competition. 


“Robust antitrust enforcement is an 
essential pillar of the Justice Department’s 
commitment to ensuring economic oppor- 
tunity and fairness for all,” Attorney General 
Merrick Garland said in a statement. 

U.S. Sugar said it plans to fight the lawsuit. 
It argued that the acquisition will increase 
production and distribution of refined sugar, 
provide amore secure supply and would not 
result in higher prices. 

The Justice Department disagreed. 

It said the proposed acquisition would 
“further consolidate an already concen- 
trated market for refined sugar.” 

It would cut down on competition, leaving 
only the new consolidated company and one 
other major sugar company selling a signifi- 
cant share of refined sugar in the southeast- 
ern U.S., the Justice Department contends. 


Apple, Amazon 
face $225M fines 


ROME — Italy’s antitrust watchdog has 
fined Apple and Amazon a total of more 
than $225 million for cooperating to restrict 
competition in the sale of Apple and Beats 
branded products in violation of European 
Union rules. 

An investigation found that provisions 
in a 2018 agreement between the U.S. tech 
giants limited access to Italy’s Amazon 
marketplace to selected resellers, the Ital- 
ian Competition Authority said Tuesday. 

The watchdog slapped Apple with a 
$151.32 million fine and Amazon with a 
$77.29 million penalty. It also ordered them 





Pedestrians pose for photos Nov. 15 in Times Square in New York, where business owners Say tourists are starting to return. SETH WENIG/AP 


Times Square regaining luster 


While tourists have started 
returning to NYC, numbers 
aren't what they used to be 
By Bobby Caina Calvan 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — David Cohen has been 
yearning for areturn to the days when busi- 
ness boomed at his family’s souvenir shop 
in Times Square. 

While tourists have begun returning, 
foot traffic into Grand Slam souvenirs is 
still not what it was before the coronavirus 
pandemic, when hordes of global visitors 
crowded under the canopy of electric bill- 
boards just outside his door. 

But the return of foreign tourists to a 
place popularly called the crossroads of the 
world may help hasten recovery for busi- 
nesses like his — many of them mom-and- 
pop shops — that collectively employ 
thousands of people and serve as one of 
New York City’s most important economic 
engines. 

“We welcome them back with open 
arms,” Cohen said after the U.S. began 
allowing vaccinated international travel- 
ers into the country this month. “We’ve got 
along way to go.” 


Times Square has long stood as an 
emblem of New York’s hustle and bustle. 
But as Broadway theaters shut their doors 
and the city became an early epicenter of 
the global pandemic, 9 in 10 businesses in 
the area closed, according to a district civic 
group, The Times Square Alliance. 

“We really were a symbol to the world 
of the pandemic and the pause,” said Tom 
Harris, the alliance’s president. 

Three-fourths of area businesses have 
since reopened, bit by bit, as Broadway 
shows began reopening to vaccinated-only 
audiences. 

Among those hopefully restarting are 
businesses that don’t cater directly to tour- 
ists, but are part of the city’s entertainment 
ecosystem. 

Sam Vasili’s Shoe Repair reopened last 
month across 51st Street from the Gershwin 
Theater, where it had operated for three 
decades before a long pandemic closure. 

Owner Sam Smolyar was all grins ona 
recent afternoon as he shared the news 
that a Broadway production set to reopen 
nearby had requisitioned his help. For 
years, he helped outfit the Rockettes 
with custom-fitted boots. “We rely on the 
theater, and on the businesses around here,” 
he said. 

He hopes more people buying tickets on 


Broadway will mean busier times. 

“It starts to get better,” said Vasili, who 
employs three people at the shop. 

Just before the COVID-19 outbreak, New 
York City was posting record numbers of 
tourists — 66.6 million in 2019, including 
13.5 million from outside the U.S. Then the 
pandemic prompted severe restrictions on 
foreign travel. 

A marketing blitz has been underway 
for months to remind Americans that New 
York City is again open for business and 
ready for the visiting masses. Now the city 
is expanding its outreach to those outside 
the U.S., who are especially coveted because 
they spend more time and more money 
during their visits. 

While domestic travel accounted for 
80% of visitors, foreign tourists account 
for about half of the city’s tourism spend- 
ing and typically represent half of all hotel 
bookings. 

NYC & Company, the city’s tourism 
agency, is spending millions of dollars over- 
seas to draw tourists back. It projects 2.8 
million foreign visitors by the end of the 
year, a sliver of the 13.5 million who visited 
in 2019. With borders reopened, officials 
hope the number of visitors will steadily 
rise over the next few years and again reach 
record levels within the next four years. 


Kellogg’s to replace some striking workers 


By Josh Funk 


Associated Press 


OMAHA, Neb. — Kellogg’s plans to start 
hiring permanent replacements for some of 
its 1,400 striking cereal plant workers after 
negotiations broke down again. 

The Battle Creek, Michigan-based 
company said it failed to reach an agree- 
ment with the Bakery, Confectionery, 
Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers Inter- 
national Union on Monday, so it is moving 
forward with its plan to keep its plants 
operating with salaried employees and 
outside workers. 

The Kellogg’s workers have been on 
strike since Oct. 5, and now they will have to 
continue picketing through Thanksgiving 


because the negotiations aren’t scheduled 
to resume until the week of Dec. 6. 

“We recognize the hardship that this 
prolonged strike represents for our employ- 
ees,” the company said in a statement. 
“After 15 negotiations sessions in 2021 — 
and no proposals put to membership for a 
vote — we are left with no choice but to best 
serve the short- and long-term interests of 
our customers and consumers by moving 
to the next phase of our contingency plans.” 

The union and the company are strug- 
gling to reach an agreement over how to 
address the two-tiered system of wages 
Kellogg’s uses that gives newer workers less 
pay and fewer benefits. The company said it 
proposed a plan for workers to move up to 
the higher legacy pay level after four years 


of experience, but the union hasn’t been 
satisfied with what the company offered. 
Currently, as much as 30% of the workforce 
at the plants receives those lower wages, 
creating a wedge within the union’s ranks. 

The Kellogg’s strike includes four 
plants in Battle Creek; Omaha, Nebraska; 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and Memphis, 
Tennessee, that make all of Kellogg’s brands 
of cereal. 

The has company complained that 
striking workers in Omaha were blocking 
entrances to its cereal plant and intimidat- 
ing replacement workers, but union ofh- 
cials denied any wrongdoing. 

Union members believe they deserve 
more after working long hours during the 
pandemic over the last 18 months. 


to end the restrictions and give resellers 
access in a “non-discriminatory manner.” 

Both Apple and Amazon said they would 
appeal. 


Trans workers 
drop complaint 


LOS ANGELES — Two former Netflix 
employees who criticized anti-transgender 
comments on Dave Chappelle’s TV special 
that first aired Oct. 1 are dropping labor 
complaints and one has resigned from the 
company, it was announced Monday. 

Terra Field, a senior software engineer 
who is trans, announced that Field had 
voluntarily resigned as of Sunday. 

Field was suspended by the company 
after attending a business meeting for senior 
executives but was quickly reinstated. 

Field and B. Pagels-Minor, a game launch 
operations program manager who also is 
trans, filed a complaint with the National 
Labor Relations Board alleging Netflix retal- 
iated against the workers to keep them from 
speaking up about working conditions. 
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An avatar of El Salvador President Nayib Bukele is projected during the closing ceremony of a 
gathering for cryptocurrency investors Saturday. SALVADOR MELENDEZ/AP 


In El Salvador, plans made for 
‘Bitcoin City’ at volcano’s base 


By David Barraza 


Associated Press 


LA LIBERTAD, El Salva- 
dor — Inarock concert-like 
atmosphere, El Salvador 
President Nayib Bukele 
announced that his govern- 
ment will build an oceans- 
ide “Bitcoin City” at the 
base of a volcano. 

Bukele used a gathering 
of Bitcoin enthusiasts last 
week to launch his latest 
idea, much as he used at 
an earlier Bitcoin confer- 
ence in Miami to announce 
in a video message that El 
Salvador would be the first 
country to make the crypto- 
currency legal tender. 

A bond offering would 
happen in 2022 entirely in 
Bitcoin, Bukele said. And 
60 days after financing was 
ready, construction would 
begin. 

The city will be built near 
the Conchagua volcano to 
take advantage of geother- 
mal energy to power both 
the city and Bitcoin mining 
— the energy-intensive solv- 
ing of complex mathemat- 
ical calculations day and 
night to verify currency 
transactions. 

The government is 
already running a pilot 
Bitcoin mining venture at 


another geothermal power 
plant beside the Tecapa 
volcano. 

The government will 
provide land and infrastruc- 
ture and work to attract 
investors. 

The only tax collected 
there will be the value- 
added tax, half of which will 
be used to pay the munici- 
pal bonds and the rest for 
municipal infrastructure 
and maintenance. Bukele 
said there would be no 
property, income or munici- 
pal taxes, and the city would 
have zero carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

The city would be built 
with attracting foreign 
investment in mind. 

“Invest here and earn 
all the money you want,” 
Bukele told the cheering 
crowd in English at the 
closing of the Latin Ameri- 
can Bitcoin and Blockchain 
Conference being held in El 
Salvador. 

Bitcoin has been legal 
tender alongside the U.S. 
dollar since Sept. 7. 

The government is back- 
ing Bitcoin with a $150 
million fund. To incentiv- 
ize Salvadorans to use it, 
the government offered 
$30 worth of credit to those 
using its digital wallet. 


Critics have warned 
that the currency’s lack of 
transparency could attract 
increased criminal activ- 
ity to the country and that 
the digital currency’s wild 
swings in value would pose 
a risk to those holding it. 

Bitcoin was originally 
created to operate outside 
government controlled 
financial systems, and 
Bukele said it will help 
attract foreign investment 
to El Salvador and make it 
cheaper for Salvadorans 
living abroad to send money 
home to their families. 

Concern among the 
Salvadoran opposition 
and outside observers has 
grown this year as Bukele 
has moved to consolidate 
power. 

Voters gave the highly 
popular president’s party 
control of the congress 
earlier this year. The new 
lawmakers immediately 
replaced the members of 
the constitutional chamber 
of the Supreme Court and 
the attorney general, leav- 
ing Bukele’s party firmly 
in control of the other 
branches of government. 

The U.S. then said it 
would shift aid from 
government agencies to 
civil society organizations. 
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MetLife Inc (MET) 63.36 +.85 +35.0 Speng Inc ADR (XPEV) 51.30 +3.91 +19.8 
Micron Tech (MU) 85.41 +1.55  +13.6 | Zoom Vidio Comm Cl A (ZM) 206.64 -35.64 = -38.7 
Microsoft Corp (MSFT) 337.68  -2.15 +51.8 | Zynga Inc (ZNGA) 6.39 -.05 -35.3 
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New hurdle for COVID-19 
home testing — the holidays 


By Matthew Perrone 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Millions more home tests 
for COVID-19 are hitting 
store shelves, but will there 
be enough for Americans 
hoping to screen themselves 
before holiday gatherings? 

Gone are last year’s long 
lines to get tested, thanks 
to nearly a year of vacci- 
nations, increased test- 
ing supplies and quicker 
options. But with many 
Americans unvaccinated 
and reports of infections 
among those who’ve gotten 
the shots, some are looking 
to home tests for an extra 
layer of protection ahead of 
this year’s festivities. 

Janis Alpine, of Seattle, is 
getting together with seven 
relatives for Thanksgiv- 
ing, including her 97-year- 
old father. While everyone 
is vaccinated, she plans to 
bring enough Abbott rapid 
tests for them to use. 

“T’m just used to testing 
now,’ said Alpine, who is 
retired. “Even though he’s 
vaccinated, just getting a little 
bit sick is probably not the 
best thing for a 97-year-old.” 

She began testing herself 
regularly in September after 
flights to Las Vegas and the 
East Coast for vacation. 
Because local pharmacies 
sometimes sell out of tests, 
she usually buys five packs at 
atime when she finds them. 

After weeks of short- 
ages, chains like CVS and 
Walgreens now say they 
have ample supplies and 
recently lifted limits on how 
many can be purchased at 
one time. The shift comes 
after test makers ramped 
up production, spurred by 
more than $3 billion in new 
purchasing contracts and 
assistance from the govern- 
ment. Home tests are typi- 
cally more than $10 each 
and take about 15 minutes. 

Despite the improv- 
ing picture, health experts 
warn that a winter surge 
could easily overwhelm 
supplies, especially if holi- 
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Boxes of BinaxNow home COVID-19 tests made by Abbott 
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are shown for sale Nov. 15 at a CVS store in Lakewood, Wash., 
about 40 miles south of Seattle. TED S.WARREN/AP 


day gatherings and colder 
weather continue sparking 
new outbreaks across the 
country. And, they note, the 
US. is still far from having 
the kind of cheap or free 
widespread testing seen in 
some European countries 
that were early adopters of 
the technology. 

“Unfortunately, we’re still 
going to be playing catch-up 
until next year or until 
demand subsides,” said 
Neil Sehgal, a health policy 
specialist at the University 
of Maryland. 

White House officials 
say the U.S. is on pace to 
have about 200 million 
home tests per month by 
December, quadrupling 
the number from this 
summer. Still, spot short- 
ages continue, particu- 
larly in cities and suburban 
communities with higher 
rates of testing. 

Market leader Abbott 
says it is back to producing 
50 million of its BinaxNow 
tests per month, after slash- 
ing production last summer 
when testing demand plum- 
meted. Only a few home 
tests are widely available 
nationwide with new ones 
set to launch, including 
from Acon Laboratories. 

Much of the upcoming 
supply won’t be available 
at places like CVS, Walmart 
and Target. Bulk purchases 
by federal and state offi- 


cials will be distributed to 
community health centers, 
nursing homes, schools and 
other government facilities. 

Large employers and 
private universities are also 
buying up millions of tests. 
Under the Biden adminis- 
tration’s vaccine mandate 
for large employers, work- 
ers who haven’t been vacci- 
nated are supposed to get 
tested weekly starting in 
January. Under pressure 
from the Biden adminis- 
tration, the Food and Drug 
Administration has been 
clearing home tests at a 
faster pace, authorizing four 
of the 13 tests now available 
in the past two months. In 
an unusual move, the White 
House recently announced 
that the National Institutes 
of Health will help vet the 
most promising ones. But 
it will take time for compa- 
nies to make and distribute 
the tests. 

Countries such as Britain 
distribute billions of tests 
for free and recommend 
testing twice a week. If the 
U.S. took that approach for 
everyone 12 and older, it 
would need 2.3 billion tests 
per month, researchers 
with the nonprofit Kaiser 
Family Foundation noted in 
arecent report. That’s more 
than seven times the 300 
million monthly tests offi- 
cials are hoping the country 
will have by February. 
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than the price of our main competitors’ 


WINDOWS | 
DOORS | 


GUTTERS eS 


& MORE | 
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| TRANSFERABLE 


LIFETIME 
WARRANTY 
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“Prior sales excluded. Expires 11/30/21. Cannot be combined with 
other offers. See representative for more details. 
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SAVE THOUSANDS 


NO MIINIMUM. NO MAXIMUM. THIS IS ONE OF OUR 
BEST DEALS EVER ADVERTISED. 


SolarZone TG2 Elite Triple 
Pane, Double Strength 
Glass With Low-E 


Argon Gas Filled 


Energy Efficient 
Triple Pane Delivers 
Thermal Break 


Patented Duralite 
Spacer System 
Improves Argon 
Gas Performance 


Foam Insulated 
Frame « Feel 
The Difference 
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NOW OFFERING CAREERS 


QUALITY TESTED 


WINDOW WORLD 


16) 


YEARS OF 
| dod 884, fed - 
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IN-HOUSE INSTALLER 


$27,000 - $70,000 
Earning Potential 


based on competency and skill level 


NO PRIOR EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


Are you looking for a great career 
opportunity with NO college debt? Are you 
energetic, handy and willing to learn? 
Come train as an in-house installer with us. 
You will be provided with the training and 
tools necessary to install windows, patio 
doors, entry and storm doors. 


HEALTH INSURANCE, PAID 
VACATION, PAID HOLIDAYS 


¢ Develop basic carpentry skills 

¢ Develop experience using a metal brake 
¢ Obtain industry certifications 

¢ Develop experience using power tools 

¢ Full-time, steady 40-hour work week 





¢ Local, family owned business 
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FREE VIRTUAL OR IN-HOME CONSULATIONS 


§60-512-8496 


CONSULTANTS AND INSTALLERS FOLLOW CDC SAFETY GUIDELINES 
Serving most of the state of Connecticut 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. # 607051 
“See your Window World sales representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and comparing up to 1/2 off the price of our competitors. 
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Black Friday deals not cutting it? Wait a few weeks 


By Tara Lachapelle 


Bloomberg Opinion 


To snag some of this year’s Black Friday 
deals, a car won’t do you much good — try 
an ocean liner. Plenty of would-be holiday 
gifts are still at sea, caught up in a mess of 
global shipping delays. But shoppers who 
can’t find what they’re looking for this 
week may have another savings event to 
look forward to. Call it Black January. 

Retailers including Nike Inc. and Victo- 
ria’s Secret & Co. have struggled to get 
products from factories across the world 
in time for the most crowded shopping day 
of the year. Nike said in September that a 
typical 40-day journey for sneakers had 
stretched to 80 days, while 45% of Victo- 
ria’s Secret’s inventory is still delayed, 
including a quarter of its pajamas. 

Not only that, but wage gains and an 
almost inexplicable level of consumer 
demand in the U.S. suggest that this year 
some companies can get away without 
heavy discounting. Others began their 
doorbusters weeks ago, so any 50%-off and 
buy-one-get-one signs on Thanksgiving 
weekend will land with less effect. 

It’s possible that the combination of later 
inventory arrivals and restrained promo- 
tional activity will leave stores better 
stocked toward the end of the shopping 
season. If so, the weeks following Christ- 
mas may bring discounts on winter items 
that retailers still need to move off their 
shelves. Red-and-green-plaid pajamas, 
furry boots and puffy coats start to lose 
their appeal come Jan. 1. 

“Anything that is really seasonal that 
needs to sell before Dec. 25, we’re confi- 
dent that it will come in time,” Martin 
Waters, chief executive of Victoria’s Secret, 
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As Americans began their holiday shopping early this year in an effort to avoid shortages of 
some goods, U.S. retail sales surged 1.7% last month. SPENCER PLATT/GETTY 


said last week. However, he added, “I do 
think stores will be more full of inventory 
in December — mid-December and late 
December — than the customer is used to 
seeing.” Depending on when the company 
receives its orders, “we will need to be flex- 
ible with our pricing,” said Tim Johnson, 
its chief financial officer. 

Indeed, it may not be long before 
anything left over from the holidays winds 
up in the bargain bin. That means the 
financial impact of delayed goods may 
itself be delayed. Investors were nervous 
heading into third-quarter results that 
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retailers and consumer brands would see 
profit margins squeezed by the combina- 
tion of higher freight, labor and raw-ma- 
terials costs. But companies were able to 
raise prices enough to cover the impact. 
The pinch may instead come in the new 
year, as supply-chain pressures continue 
while an inventory backlog erodes retail- 
ers’ pricing power. 

Hasbro Inc., whose Nerf foam-dart 
guns are expected to be among the top toy 
gifts this season, said that it’s been able to 
ensure shelves will be stocked by spend- 
ing more to expedite its items through the 
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clogged system. But it also has “aggressive 
advertising plans” to make sure the toys 
make their way into shopping bags. “It’s 
very important that the consumer comes 
and takes away that product,” Deborah 
Thomas, the toymaker’s chief financial 
officer, said on its Oct. 26 earnings call. 

While Black Friday is known for crowds, 
more actual purchasing is often done 
on Super Saturday, the Saturday before 
Christmas. This means retailers still have 
time to get delayed products out the door 
before the post-holiday price slashing. 
Even so, it’s easy to imagine that stores 
could remain reasonably full in the new 
year. 

“Tf you do have content that is on a boat 
right now that’s going to miss Christmas, 
what do we do with that2” Jeff Gennette, 
chief executive of Macy’s Inc., said ona 
call with analysts last week. “Do we cancel 
it? Do we hold it? Does the manufactur- 
ing partner hold it through a hoteling 
program?” He said Macy’s wouldn’t take 
anything Christmas-themed, but that it’s 
working through what to do about more 
generic cold-weather products that could 
perhaps be offered in the first quarter. 
Victoria’s Secret already had to cancel 10 
million units of inventory — almost 5% 
of what it ordered in August — because it 
wouldn’t arrive in time. 

With the National Retail Federation 
predicting consumers will buy $28.1 billion 
worth of gift cards, recipients would be 
wise to save them for a few weeks. The 
longer merchandise sits on shelves, the 
more likely they’ll see a Black January 
bonanza. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG, 





James Meredith, center, is escorted by federal marshals as he appears for his first day of class nearly 60 years ago at the previously all-white University of Mississippi. AP 1962 


Lessons from an appeals court 
packed with conservatives 


By Carl P. Leubsdorf 
The Dallas Morning News 


In recent weeks, the federal court of 
appeals that includes Texas and two Deep 
South states has issued rulings in two cases 
that exemplify the extent of its conser- 
vative domination — and the continuing 
influence of former President Donald 
Trump. 

In one, it allowed the controversial new 
Texas law that sharply restricts abortions 
to take temporary effect, despite questions 
about its constitutionality. In the second, it 
blocked the Biden administration’s effort 
to mandate corporate anti-COVID shots, 
because of questions about its constitution- 
ality. 

In so doing, the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals showed the impact of several 
decades in which Republican presidents 
have named a majority of its judges, includ- 
ing 12 of the 17 currently active. At the same 
time, it provided a graphic illustration of 
the way the Republican Party’s changing 
ideology has impacted the federal courts — 
and with that, national policy — especially 
at the appellate and Supreme Court levels. 

Some 60 years ago, as a young Associated 
Press reporter in New Orleans, I covered 
the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, whose 
jurisdiction in those days included three 
additional Southern states. It was likewise 
dominated by Republican nominees, six of 
its nine 1961 judges. 

But where today’s GOP nominees are 
pulling the 5th Circuit to the right, those 


were pulling it the opposite way, especially 
on civil rights, the dominant issue before 
the panel in the decade after the Supreme 
Court banned public school segregation 
and Congress passed the first modern era 
civil rights laws. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
appointed five of those six GOP judges, 
and three played crucial roles in deciding 
an array of civil rights cases that protected 
the rights of African Americans, especially 
to vote and attend previously all-white 
educational institutions. 

Three of those six, John Brown of Hous- 
ton, John Minor Wisdom of New Orleans 
and Elbert Tuttle of Atlanta, received their 
judicial appointments after playing roles 
in Eisenhower’s 1952 Republican Conven- 
tion victory over his main GOP presidential 
rival, Sen. Robert Taft of Ohio. 

All three were in the vanguard of GOP 
efforts to break the stranglehold of Demo- 
crats and segregationists on the so-called 
“Solid South” and became supporters of 
Eisenhower in what proved to be a very 
close nomination race. 

Wisdom and Tuttle led challenges to 
credentials that resulted in seating Eisen- 
hower delegates from Louisiana and 
Georgia over rival pro-Taft groups. Brown 
played a lesser role but was a member of 
the pro-Eisenhower faction in the Texas 
delegation and actively helped the World 
War II commander carry the state. Those 
delegate contests gave Eisenhower a 
narrow but decisive lead before a parade of 
switches clinched his nomination. 


As judges, all three opposed delays in the 
Supreme Court’s 1954 decision (also led 
by an Eisenhower nominee, Earl Warren) 
outlawing public school segregation. 

The case I covered most closely was the 
1962 appeal in which they played the deci- 
sive role in overturning a district judge’s 
initial ruling and ordering the enrollment 
of a Black Air Force veteran, James Mere- 
dith, into the previously all-white Univer- 
sity of Mississippi. But they also formed 
the majorities in many cases directing 
registrars in Southern states to stop prac- 
tices barring Blacks from voting. 

Joining the three Republicans in many of 
these rulings was the court’s sole remain- 
ing Harry S. Truman nominee, Judge Rich- 
ard Rives of Montgomery, Alabama. (Note: 
their story is told in Jack Bass’ 1981 book, 
“Unlikely Heroes.”) 

During the Ole Miss desegregation case, 
the principal lawyer representing the state 
of Mississippi’s effort to prevent Mere- 
dith’s enrollment was Charles Clark, an 
impressive 36-year-old Jackson attor- 
ney. Bass noted his professionalism drew 
respect from the judges, even as they were 
rejecting his arguments. 

Later, President Richard Nixon named 
Clark to the 5th Circuit bench, a symbol of 
the GOP’s changing ideological makeup. 
(Another was his choice of G. Harrold 
Carswell, whose history of supporting 
segregation and making racist statements 
later led the Senate to reject his nomina- 
tion to the Supreme Court.) In 1981, the 
court was divided. Louisiana and Missis- 


sippi stayed with Texas in the 5th Circuit 
while Florida, Alabama and Georgia 
moved to the new 11th Circuit. 

Though Republicans have held the 
White House for exactly half of the ensuing 
40 years, they named 25 of the circuit’s 32 
judges, a combination of good timing and 
successful delays by Senate Republicans. 

An impasse between President Barack 
Obama and the two Texas GOP senators, 
John Cornyn and Ted Cruz, kept Obama 
from filling vacancies after the retirements 
of Judge Emilio Garza, a George HW. 
Bush appointee who took senior status in 
2012, and Judge Carolyn Dineen King, a 
Jimmy Carter selectee who did so in 2013. 
Trump filled the vacancies with two strong 
conservatives, James Ho and Don Willett, 
and, supported by the Senate’s GOP major- 
ity, ultimately filled six of the 17 seats. 

Judge Ho, a former Cornyn aide and 
Justice Clarence Thomas clerk, was joined 
by Judge Catharina Haynes, a George W. 
Bush nominee, in allowing the Texas abor- 
tion law to remain in effect. Trump nomi- 
nees Kyle Duncan and Kurt Englehardt 
and Judge Edith Jones, the court’s last 
Ronald Reagan holdover, halted the Biden 
mandate order. In both cases, the final 
word will come from the Supreme Court, 
dominated by six GOP nominees including 
Trump’s three. Trump may have lost the 
2020 election, but his judicial legacy could 
last for several decades. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG, 
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Antiques/ 
Collectibles 


HITCHCOCK THANKSGIVING DAY 
CHAIR - 1992. New in Riverton box. 
$850. Call: 860-569-0514 


Stuff 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD All solid hardwoods, pre- 

split random lengths. Seasoned, $90 

a cord + delivery. Call: 860-250- 
6231/office 860-242-2325. 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


HECKEL BASSOON 7493 Has 
High E, High F A Flat, B Flat Trill 
Silver Toned Hole Inserts, 2 Pre- 
War Bocals All Work Done By Hans 
Moennig $40,000 Please 

Call 201-612-0624 











SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 





Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 
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AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


FALL CLEAN UP WEC Landscaping 
LLC. Free Est. 860-474-0589 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 





Dogs 


BEAGLE AKC, 2 F 9wks, Updt shots & 
wormed, vet checked. $800 each 
Call: 774-230-7700 


LABRADOODLE PUPPIES 


Two boys two girls ready to go health 
certificate first vaccine and dewormed 
35 to 45 Ib 603-395-6478 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


or placeanad.courant.com 





Adoption News ° A 











ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 





BUYING ALL MILITARY ITEMS 


Vietnam War, Korea, WWII, WWI, Civil 
War, US German Japanese Uniforms, 
Medals, Patches, Helmets, Clothing, 
Knives, Photos, Literature, Letters, 
Bayonets, Swords, Canteens, Muskets, 
Powder Flasks, Flags. 860-874-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


Auto & SUV's 


LINCOLN TOWN CAR 2003 - $4,000 
Good condition. 860-736-7737 


Antiques| 
Classics 


OLDSMOBILE TORONADO 1985 - 
$9,900 Low miles; Must see! Call: 
203-235-3304 or 203-427-3764 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 





2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place 
An Ad 
Go Online 
today 


courant.com/ 
advertiser 
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BERNEDOODLE 

Family Raised, Beautiful, Calm and 
Loyal. Their Hypoallerganic coats 
make them ideal inside pets. They 
are beautiful marked tri-colored pups 
ready to go around Christmas. More 
litters coming- Call us and adopt 
your new family pet. 413-265-6737 















Search jobs. Post your resume. 
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Car Reviews Car Reviews 
Saturdays in Saturdays in 
MOTORING MOTORING 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


Get Comfy. 
Every Friday. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


NOTICE OF DEPARTURE 


Dr. Michael Moustakakis wishes to notify any 
patients who have not received a letter that he 
will no longer be in office practice as of January 1, 
2022. Greater Hartford Nephrology will maintain 
patient records and the remaining physicians will 
be available for consultation. Please call the office 


at 860-769-9866 for 


7086903 11/17, 11/24/2021 


any further questions. 





Connecticut 


NOTICE OF MEETING 
GREATER HARTFORD TRANSIT DISTRICT 


Notice is hereby given that the Greater Hartford Transit District (the "District") will 
hold a Regular Board of Directors Meeting on Thursday, December 16th, 2021 at 
7:00 P.M. at the District's offices, One Union Place, Hartford, CT to consider the 
Fiscal Year 2021 Proposed Final Budget and Fiscal Year 2022 Proposed Budget 
Revision as follows: 


FY2021 FY21 FINAL FY2022 FY2022 
ADOPTED BUDGET ADOPTED ~~ REVISED 
BUDGET (Actual) BUDGET BUDGET 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND: 
REVENUES: 
ADA FARES 136000 58331 155000 155000 
FED GRANTS 3209370 3484684 3911400 3911400 
CTDOT GRANTS 20785035 20764295 26273440 21331576 
LOCAL MATCH 282510 395678 32900 32900 
TOTAL REVENUES 24412915 24702988 30372740 25430876 
EXPENDITURES: 
PROF SVC 787385 728557 806300 806300 
PROGRAM ADMIN 1734525 1634483 1643620 1643620 
TRANSP PROJ 21891005 22339948 27922820 22980956 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 24412915 24702988 30372740 25430876 
REV OVER EXPENDITURES O O O O 
GENERAL FUND: 
REVENUES: 
INVESTMENT INCOME 94500 5017 29000 29000 
MEMB TOWN CONTRB- 95175 93215 95000 95000 
SALE OF DISPOSED VEHICLES 52000 103075 85000 85000 
FED GRANT O O 2000 2000 
MISC. INCOME 1,250 1477 O O 
TOTAL REVENUES 242925 202784 211000 211000 
EXPENSES: 
PROF SVC 12000 14443 14000 14000 
PROGM ADMIN & OTHER 44800 46125 34000 34000 
TOTAL EXPENSES 56800 60568 48000 48000 
REVENUES OVER EXPENSES 186125 142216 163000 163000 
ENTERPRISE FUND: 
PARKING LOT: 
REVENUES: 
PARKING FEES 362300 63430 65000 65000 
CTDOT GRANTS O 1475 O O 
FED GRANTS O 190324 53300 53300 
TOTAL REVENUES 362300 255229 118300 118300 
EXPENSES: 
PROF SVC 64000 52813 62000 62000 
PROGM ADMIN & OVERHEAD 57100 52071 56300 56300 
TOTAL EXPENSES 121100 104884 118300 118300 
REVENUES OVER EXPENSES 241200 150345 O O 
TRANSPORTATION CENTER: 
REVENUES: 
RENTS 1104300 1075336 1092000 1096000 
CONCESSIONS 27000 14934 24000 24000 
CTDOT GRANTS 528900 288089 494040 494040 
FED GRANTS 2115635 1227245 2034160 2034160 
TOTAL REVENUES 3775835 2605604 3644200 3648200 
EXPENDITURES: 
PROF SVC 30000 29943 30000 30000 
PROGM ADMIN & OVERHEAD 1097600 955339 1031900 1031900 
CAPITAL IMPROV 2644535 1428041 2470200 2470200 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 3772135 2413323 3532100 3532100 
REV OVER/(UNDER) EXP 3700 192281 112100 116100 
REV OVER EXP - ALL FUNDS 431025 484842 275100 279100 


Date: November 24, 2021 Vicki L. Shotland, Executive Director 
11/24/21 7069964 
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Connecticut 


Contractor Pre-Qualification for Upcoming 
Project 


The Bushnell Center for the Performing 
Arts is requesting interested contractors to 
pre-qualify for an upcoming masonry repair 
and ADA accessibility project for the Capitol 
Avenue Steps at the Mortensen Theater 
(State of Connecticut Unit ID Number 166- 
2021) in compliance with all applicable local, 
federal, and state statutory requirements 
with special attention paid to require- 
ments for the Department of Economic 
and Community Development (DECD) and 
the Commission on Human Rights and 
Opportunities (CHRO). 


Contractor Pre-Qualification Details 
Released: Monday, November 22nd, 2021 


Project #: 166-2021 

Project Name: Proposed 
Bushnell Theater Steps 
Address: 166 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Due Date: Wednesday, December 15th, 2021 
by 4:00 PM 


Changes to 


Professional Consultant: Phase Zero Design 
Corp 

8 Wilcox Street 

Simsbury, CT 06070 

Contact Name: Hernan Pagan, AIA 

E-mail: hpagan@phasezerodesign.com 
Phone: (860) 264-1624 

Fax: (860) 264-1628 


Scope of Work: Remove and reinstall granite 
steps and brick pavers at the Capitol Avenue 
Entrance to the Mortensen Theater, including 
additional granite work, railings and sidewalk 
repair and replacement to provide accessible 
access. Additional work includes door hard- 
ware improvements. Work to be completed 
per Department of Economic and Community 
Development (DECD) and State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) guidelines and 
requirements, and coordination with the City 
of Hartford Municipal Services. 


Additional Documents: Contractor  Pre- 
Qualification Documents and Requirements 
shall be made available upon request by 
contacting Phase Zero Design Corp as noted 
above. 

11/22, 11/23, 11/24/2021 7089898 





NOTICE 


U-Haul Moving and Storage Company of 
Manchester West, will sell household and 
personal items, contained in the following 
storage rooms due to unpaid storage fees on 
Tuesday, November 30th, 2021.. 


Michael Tracy 0259 

katie colon 0054 

Fareda Essafi 0049 

Jeffrey Edward Lafleur 0385 
franchesca Jusino 0336 
Karen E Martinez Romero 0058 
Carlee Lechner 0244 
Helena L Hooks 0281 
Shakyra Strickland 0269 
Michael Wood 0087 
Charissa Breen 0139 
Jackie Massey 0069 

DALE LACHAPELLE 0319 
Deshanayia Liberty 0022 
Dylan Thomas Morris 0073 
Christopher Stephens 0151 


Isaiah James Acevedo 0062 


Contents to be sold on the premises of 
53-71 Spencer St, Manchester, CT 06040 
on Tuesday, November 30th, 2021 on 
Storageauctions.com and close out at 
9:00AM. 

Purchases to be paid for at the time of 
purchase, a $100.00 deposit will be needed 
on EACH room purchased. U-HAUL reserves 
the right to bid or purchase any lot or space. 
Auction service provided by www.storageauc- 
tions.com 

Absolutely NO U-Haul Storage customers, or 
their family or friends on their behalf, whose 
units are listed in auction, may participate in 
any auction proceedings. You MUST contact 
Marketing Company Storage Manager, Joy 
Pace, for an appointment to purchase any 
units won in auction. All persons will be 
turned away without an appointment. Contact 
Joy Pace with any questions or concerns at 
Joy_Pace@uhaul.com 

11/24, 11/25/21 7092946 








Request for Quotation #02-2119 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
invites qualified contractors to submit quota- 
tions to provide emergency services related 
to water damage remediation. 


Quotations must be received by 11:30 A.M. 
on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021. Late 
bids will not be accepted. 


VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER 
THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO BID. 


Bid package may be obtained from the 
Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web site 
below. 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
11/24/21 7092573 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 





Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction 
to sell personal property described below 
belonging to those individuals listed below at 
the location indicated: 

643 Farmington Ave. 

New Britain, CT 06053 

860-357-6161 

12/1/2021 at 12:00 PM 

Unit 346 

Nicha Emir 

Bags of clothes, household goods. 

Unit 496 

Yvette Marin 

curtains, bike boxes. 

Unit 694 

Debra Duquette 

Furniture and household. 

The auction will be listed and advertised on 
www.storagetreasures.com Purchases must 
be made with cash only and paid at the 
above referenced facility in order to complete 
the transaction. Extra Space Storage may 
refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase 
up until the winning bidder takes possession 
of the personal property. 

11/17, 11/24/21 7084833 





Town of Berlin 
Request for Proposals 
Town-wide Streetlight Maintenance 
Bid # 2022-12 


The Town of Berlin is seeking written propos- 
als from light maintenance service vendors 
to maintain, and/or replace the Town’s ap- 
proximately 2,600 designated streetlights. 
The specific performed tasks will include 
routine and certain non-routine maintenance 
and/or or repair work as specified herein. 
This is a three-year (3) contract. 

For a firm to be considered for this engage- 
ment, one (1) original and two (2) copies of 
sealed proposals must be received in Room 
120 of the Berlin Town Hall, 240 Kensington 
Rd, Berlin, CT 06037 by the date and time 
noted above. The Town will not accept 
submissions by e-mail or fax. The Town will 
reject proposals received after December 9, 
2021 at 2:00 p.m. 

The documents comprising the Request for 
Proposals may be obtained on the Town’s 
website, www.town.berlin.ct.us, under 
“Departments, Purchasing, & Current Bids 
& RFPs”, or from Maryssa Tsolis, Purchasing 
Agent, Berlin Town Hall, Room 110, 240 
Kensington Rd, Berlin, CT O6037 during 
normal business hours. Each proposer is 
responsible for checking the Town’s website 
to determine if the Town has issued any 
addenda and, if so, to complete its proposal 
in accordance with the RFP as modified by 
the addenda. 

The Town reserves the right to amend or 
terminate this Request for Proposals, accept 
all or any part of a proposal, reject all propos- 
als, waive any informalities or non-material 
deficiencies in a proposal, and award the 
proposal to the proposer that, in the Town’s 
judgment, will be in the Town’s best interests. 
Maryssa Tsolis 

Purchasing Agent 

11/24/21 7092952 








Request for Proposal 
#04-2112 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch, 
Court Support Services Division, is seeking 
proposals from qualified organizations or 
individuals to provide training coordination 
services. 


Proposals must be received before 2:30 PM. 
on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021. Late 
proposals will NOT be accepted. 


RESPONDENTS CURRENTLY REGISTERED 
UNDER THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS 
SET-ASIDE PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
APPLY. 


Proposal package may be obtained from the 
Judicial Branch, Purchasing Services web 
site below. 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
11/24/2021 7093174 





Dogs 








Nien eee gi’ ST ge 

PS, Sine i ule 
GOLDEN RETRIEVER 
Beautiful Golden Babies Ready to 
go home November 30 and Dec31.. 
AKC, Microchipped, First Vaccines, 
Wormed,Genetic Testing, Health 
Guarantee. Males and Females, from 
Blonde to Rich Gold. These are family 
raised dogs bred for Intelligence 
and Versatility ,Gentle and loving 
Companions.(518)683-081/7. 





YOUR PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 





Stand out from the crowd. 
courant.com/jobs 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


AMSTON PLAINVILLE 
Laura A. Sapia Helen T. Cornish* 
AVON Joan Litteral* 
Carol Eno PLYMOUTH 
BERLIN Paul D. Baillargeon* 
Richard K. Hudlow, III ROCKY HILL 
BRISTOL Nicola Panaro 


Paul D. Baillargeon* Sylvia A. Pignone 


Robert J. Larose, Sr.* SCOTLAND 

Wilfred R. Macdonald Keith Pharmer 
BURLINGTON SIMSBURY 

Paul D. Baillargeon* Carol Eno 
CROMWELL SOUTH WINDSOR 

Nicola Panaro William R. Osborne, Jr. 
DARIEN SOUTHINGTON 

Carol Eno Paul D. Baillargeon* 
EAST HARTFORD STORRS 

Laura A. Sapia J. Lynn Stanley-Haney 
GLASTONBURY WATERBURY 

Laura A. Sapia Robert J. Larose, Sr.* 
GRANBY WEST HARTFORD 

Victor B. Olszewski Oscar Birman 
HAMDEN WESTBROOK 

Carol Eno Carol Eno 
HEBRON WETHERSFIELD 

Laura A. Sapia Nicola Panaro 
MANCHESTER Sylvia A. Pignone 


WINDSOR 
Richard K. Hudlow, III 
Homer R. Mercey, Jr. 
Victor B. Olszewski 
WINDSOR LOCKS 
Victor B. Olszewski 
OUT OF STATE 
Oscar Birman 
Toms River, NJ 
Robert R. Theroux 
Wellsville, NY 
Carol Eno 
Vineyard Haven, MA 


Joanne Sweeney 

Gainore L. Trudeau 
NEW BRITAIN 

Oscar Birman 

Kathleen Stoffers* 
NEW HARTFORD 

Tracey Leblanc 

Wilfred R. Macdonald 
NEWINGTON 

Richard K. Hudlow, III 

Sylvia A. Pignone 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Stanley-Haney, J. Lynn (Fredrick) 


J. (Judith) Lynn (Fredrick) Stanley-Haney, age 81, of 
Storrs, CT passed away November 22, 2021, inher home 
from natural causes. Lynn is survived by her husband, Dr. 
John Haney; siblings, Leah Singer, Charles, and Michele 
Fredrick; children, Bethany Stanley-Kirschenbaum and 
David Kirschenbaum, Timothy Stanley and Leigh Frost, 
and Andrew and Tamar Stanley; and step-children John 
R. Haney and Jeffrey and Christine Haney. Lynn had 
eight grandchildren and was excited to welcome her 
first great-grandchild to the family earlier this year. 


Lynn was born in March 1940 in Orange, New Jersey. She 
attended Middletown, New Jersey, public schools and 
then attended Hartford Hospital School of Nursing. After 
working as a nurse in Boston for several years, Lynn and 
her former husband, Dr. Irving Stanley, settled in Storrs, 
Connecticut, where they raised their three children. 
Lynn became an adult medicine Nurse Practitioner and 
worked for the University of Connecticut Infirmary for 
more than fifteen years. While at UCONN, Lynn worked 
closely with the University’s Women’s Health Clinic 
and co-developed and implemented a 24-hour sexual 
assault crisis service for students who were physically 
abused and sexually assaulted. She became Director of 
Nursing - Assistant Director of UCONN Student Health 
Services in 1982, a position she held until she retired 
from the state. Lynn began her second career practic- 
ing women’s health as a Nurse Practitioner in private 
practice and school-based health clinics. Lynn also 
received her Master's in Psychology and Therapy from 
Goddard College and began co-authoring Protocols for 
Nurse Practitioners in Gynecologic Settings in 1982, a 
nationally recognized protocol manual. Demand was 
So great that Lynn and her colleagues continued to 
publish new editions for 23 years, finishing with the 
11th edition in 2015. In the last phase of her career, 
Lynn specialized in psychiatric care in practice with 
her husband John until retirement and continued 
to support and work with several organizations that 
advocate for women and girls. 


Lynn was a “Jersey Girl” turned faithful New Englander. 
She was a woman before her time who relished the 
Opportunities to poke at authority and brush past the 
social boundaries of her era. She was independent, 
vibrant, energetic, whip-smart, and suffered no fools. 
Lynn was a fashion plate, an incredible hostess, and a 
Steadfast friend. 


Lynn parented her three children with a gentle touch, 
offering unfailing support. She guided them diligently 
and intentionally gave them exposure to many incred- 
ible things - especially in arts, literature, and academ- 
ics - but she did it without pressure or prodding, trust- 
ing them to follow their interests, letting them make 
mistakes and find their path in life. 


Lynn loved summer, the beach and her Jersey roots. 
While her children were growing up, there were an- 
nual trips to Cape Cod and the New Jersey beaches 
where she was most at home. As a grandmother, Lynn 
cherished hosting her children and grandchildren in 
Barnegat Light, NJ, aS an annual passage of summer. 
Lynn also grew to love the Maine woods and trips up 
to Moosehead Lake and other adventures with her lov- 
ing husband, John. Whether enjoying the peace of an 
evening boat ride or just reading a book with the Loons 
calling in the distance, Maine was one of her favorite 
places to be. 


In her final years, Lynn was self-deprecating and 
appreciative of the efforts of her husband, children, 
caregivers, and friends to make her life as fruitful as 
possible. Moreover, she was an excellent patient! She 
was never bitter and was always appreciative of her 
Station in life. 


Her family will receive relatives and friends on Friday, 
November 26, 2021 from 10:00am to 12:00pm at 
Potter Funeral Home, 456 Jackson St. Willimantic. Her 
funeral service will be Saturday, November 27, 2021 at 
10:00am at the funeral home with burial to follow at 
Storrs Cemetery. 


In lieu of flowers, please consider gifts to the non-prof- 
its that Lynn supported: Altrusa International, Roots 
of Development, and Planned Parenthood of Southern 
New England. For an online memorial guestbook, visit 
www.potterfuneralhome.com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 






hare memories, express 
condolences, and celebrate 
life in the obituary section 
on courant.com. 





OBITUARIES 


Theroux, Robert R. 


Robert R. Theroux, 91, formerly of Wellsville, NY, 
passed away peacefully November 22, 2021 in Bayberry 
Commons, Pascoag, surrounded by his family. 


A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated Friday, 
November 26, 2021 at 10AM in St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 63 Church St., Slatersville and may be 
viewed live online at https://client.tribucast.com/ 
tcid/7683756126 Arrangements are under the direc- 
tion of the Holt Funeral Home, 510 South Main St., 
Woonsocket. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the SPCA-Allegany County, P.O. Box 
181, Belmont, NY 14895 and online at spcaallegany.org 
or to the Alzheimer’s Association at www.alz.org. For 
full obituary details please visit www.holtfuneralhome. 
com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Mercey, Jr, Homer R. 


Homer Roy Mercey, Jr., 85, of 
Windsor, loving husband of 67 
years to Elizabeth “Betty” 
(Mayrand) Mercey, passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
November 21, 2021, with his 
family by his side. Homer was 
born on February 1, 1936, in 
Manchester, NH, son to the 
late Homer R. Mercey, Sr. and 
Doris (Lavigne) Mercey. 
Homer volunteered at the 
Hayden Station Fire Department in Windsor for many 
years during the 1970's. Homer drove trucks primarily 
in the construction industry throughout his career. His 
most recent employment was with Galasso Materials, 
LLC, in East Granby, before his retirement in 2000. In 
his spare time, Homer loved woodworking projects, 
crafting wells and constructing benches, some of 
which can still be found all over Connecticut. Homer 
was an avid banjo player and was very good at it. He 
enjoyed playing cards with his family and friends but 
most of all, he cherished the time he was able to spend 
with his grandchildren. 
In addition to his wife, Homer is survived by his six 
children, Ann Mercey of Enfield, Homer Mercey, Ill, 
of Windsor, Donald Mercey of West Hartford, Ronald 
Mercey and his wife Anna of Windsor Locks, William 
Mercey of Ellington and Brian Mercey of Suffield; a 
daughter-in-law Gail Mercey of Tariffville; 14 grand- 
children; 9 great-grandchildren; his sister Marjorie 
Morris of Stafford Springs as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and extended family. Homer was predeceased 
by his parents; his daughter, Barbara Mercey and six 
siblings. 
A time of visitation will be held on Friday, November 
26, 2021, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Carmon 
Poquonock Funeral Home, 1816 Poquonock Ave., (Rte 
75) in Windsor with a prayer service to begin at 11:00 
a.m. at the funeral home. Burial with committal prayers 
will follow in Riverside Cemetery, Windsor. A special 
thank you to Dennis and Theresa for their care and 
compassion shown toward Homer over the past few 
years. To leave an online message of condolence for 
his family, please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com. 


mj CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Eno, Carol Besse 


» Carol Besse Eno of Vineyard 
Haven, MA, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her 
family on November 10, 2021, 
in her home on her beloved 
island of Martha's Vineyard. 
Born on March 6, 1946, in Ft. 
~ Lauderdale, FL to Arthur Lyman 
Besse and Virginia Weston of 
Weston, MA and _ Vineyard 
Haven, she grew up in Weston, 
MA and graduated from 
Weston High School. She received an undergraduate 
degree from the University of Hartford, and a master’s 
degree in public finance, also from the University of 
Hartford. 
She was predeceased by her beloved husband of 32 
years, Jackson French Eno of Simsbury, CT. 
A dedicated professional, Carol spent her career at 
the Bank of Boston, Sanwa Bank and Chubb Insurance. 
She was no less civic-minded. She was involved in 
childcare and early education while in Wayland, MA; 
a founding member of the Tisbury Water Works on 
Martha's Vineyard, working toward the conservation of 
Tisbury’s waterways; she was a founding member of 
the Simsbury Land Trust in Simsbury, CT, dedicated to 
land conservation there; and she was an active mem- 
ber of the League of Women Voters. As a long-time 
resident of Simsbury, CT, Carol served a two-year term 
as a Selectperson there. 
While she spent a large portion of her life in the greater 
Boston and Simsbury areas, Martha's Vineyard was 
Carol's summer home throughout her life. Her grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur D. Weston of Edgartown, 
MA, and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lyman Besse of Oak Bluffs, 
MA were lifelong summer residents and retirees on 
the Island, and her parents, Virginia Weston Besse and 
Arthur L. Besse originally of Weston, MA met on the 
Vineyard and eventually retired in Vineyard Haven. Her 
mother, an accomplished sailor at Edgartown Yacht 
Club, won the Prosser Cup an extraordinary seven 
times and went on to win the Adams Cup (Women’s 
National Championship). Carol grew up racing Vineyard 
15s and Solings at the Vineyard Haven Yacht Club with 
her brother Stephen Besse and sister Anne Besse 
Shepherd, alongside many cousins, aunts, uncles, and 
friends. 
Carol raised her five children to sail at the Vineyard 
Haven Yacht Club and was a board member there for 
many years. She was a long-term supporter of the 
junior sailing program and enjoyed sailing and racing 
with her children. She was also an avid supporter of the 
Vineyard Sound Soling Association and Soling Racing. 
Carol is survived by her five children: Sonya Stevens 
(Michael Watts) of Vineyard Haven, MA; William Stevens 
(Heather) of Ashburn, VA; Christopher Stevens (Linda) of 
Evanston, IL; Gregory Stevens (Tere) of Darien, CT; and 
Carolyn Eno (Jacob Hartman) of VT. Additionally, she is 
Survived by three children from her marriage to her late 
husband Jackson Eno: Sean Eno (Kristen) of Hamden 
CT, Jackson Eno, Junior (Lindsay) of Westbrook, CT, and 
Elizabeth Eno (Michael Radvak) of Hamden, CT. She is 
also survived by seventeen grandchildren: Nicholas, 
Caelan, Ashtyn, and Charlotte Watts; Ryan and Gavin 
Stevens; Quinn and Andrew Stevens; Harrison and Ava 
Stevens; Marion and Willa Eno; Jackson and Isaiah Eno; 
Abigail Radvak; and Cayden and Grayson Hartman. 
At Carol's request, a private burial was held at the 
Simsbury Cemetery, surrounded by her family. The Rev. 
Kevin Weikel officiated. The Carmon Funeral Home & 
Family Center of Avon is caring for the arrangements. 
In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to Sail MV, 
MV Hospice in Palliative care, or First Congregational 
Churches of West Tisbury, MA or Simsbury, CT. For con- 
dolences, please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 
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Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 








Pignone, Sylvia Anne 


Sylvia Anne (Frankl) Pignone, 91, of Wethersfield, loving 
wife for 60 years of the late Edward Pignone, passed 
away on Saturday (November 14th, 2021) at Jefferson 
House in Newington. She was born in Hartford on 
May 17, 1930, a daughter of the late Robert and 
Katherine (Schaefer) Frankl. Sylvia worked for the 
town of Wethersfield in the Town Managers Office. She 
was a volunteer librarian and was involved with the 
Wethersfield Senior Computer Learning Center as both 
a student and on occasion an instructor. She was also 
a longtime member of the Hartford Liederkranz. Sylvia 
and Ed loved traveling, enjoying trips to Europe and 
throughout the Northeastern US, especially time on 
Cape Cod. Sylvia leaves behind two sons, Greg Pignone 
and Alan Pignone both of Newington, and a sister, 
Rosemarie Gerdo of Wethersfield. She also leaves many 
beloved cousins, nieces and nephews. She was prede- 
ceased by her infant sister Rosemary Frankl. Sylvia's 
family would like to thank the nurses, aides, and staff 
at Jefferson House for their care and compassion to- 
wards Sylvia during her battle with cancer. 

A Memorial Mass will be held on Saturday (November 
27, 2021) at 10 AM in the St. Josephine Bakhita Parish 
at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 280 Brook St. Rocky Hill. 
Burial will be private and at the convenience of the 
family in Rose Hill Memorial Park, Rocky Hill. Please 
Share online expressions of sympathy, memories, or 
photo tributes at www.rosehillfuneralhomes.com. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Osborne Jr, William R 


William R. “Ozzie” Osborne Jr., 

94, of Murrells Inlet, SC, be- 

love husband for over 71 years 

of Elizabeth (Ferris) Osborne 

died unexpectedly on Monday 

November 15, 2021, at home. 

Ozzie was born in Concord, 

NH, on August 9, 1927, son of 

the late William R. Osborne Sr. 

wee, and Julie (Shaw) Osborne. He 

} grew up in New Hampshire. 

Cy Ozzie served our country with 

the U.S. Navy Seabees during 

WWII. Upon returning from the war, he met 

and married the love of his life, Elizabeth on 

August 27, 1950. The moved to Connecticut 

in 1951 and settled in South Windsor. Ozzie 

went to work at Pratt & Whiney Aircraft in East Hartford, 

prior to opening Ozzie's Shell gas station. He later went 

to work for H.O. Penn and retired in 1993 after 25 years 

of service. Ozzie was a past member of Connecticut 

State Police Auxiliary, South Windsor Super Sixties 

Club, and the South Windsor Fire Department. He en- 

joyed hunting, fishing, and playing golf. A kind, caring, 

loving and devoted husband, father, grandfather, great 

grandfather, and friend to many he will be dearly 

missed. Along with his wife Elizabeth, he leaves his 

children, Gary Osborne and his wife Dinaura of NC, 

Gregory Osborne of AZ, Jan Richards of SC, and Judy 

Osborne-Murphy and her husband Craig of FL; eight 

grandchildren, Jason, Justin, Daniel, Kyle, Allison, Katie, 

Kelly, and Samantha; and seven great grandchildren. He 

was predeceased by his sister, Roberta Anderson and 

his grandson, Jonathan Osborne. His family will receive 

friends on Tuesday, November 30th, from 10-11 a.m.; 

followed by a funeral service at 11 a.m., in the chapel 

of the Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home, 419 Buckland 

Rd., South Windsor. Burial with Military Honors will fol- 

low at Wapping Cemetery. In lieu of flowers memorial 

donations may be made in Ozzie’s memory to a charity 

of the donor’s choice. For online condolences please 
visit WWW. carmonfuneralhome. com 


@ CARMON 


C ommunity Funeral Homes 
PrePlanning » Receptions 


www. iit eralfioniie! com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





PANARO, Nicola 


Nicola Panaro, 95, of Cromwell, 
formerly of Rocky Hill and 
Wethersfield, beloved husband 
of the late Edith (Petrone) 
Panaro, passed away peace- 
. fully, November 21, 2021, at 


home, surrounded by his 
family. 

Nicola was born January 30, 
1926 in Casal di Principe, 
Province of Caserta, Italy and 
was the son of the late Ernesto 
and Marianna (Puocci) Panaro. 

Nicola grew up in Italy, proudly serving in the Italian 
Army and earning the rank of Sergeant. Nicola met 
and married Edith in 1959 and immediately thereafter 
immigrated to the Unites States, where they settled in 
Hartford, later moving to Wethersfield. 

Nicola retired from the Birken Manufacturing Company 
after 32 years of dedicated service. In his younger days, 
Nicola enjoyed tending to his yard and garden, which 
was always meticulously kept. For many years, he was 
a duckpin bowler, every Wednesday night he shared 
Stories and laughs with his friends, while bowling a 
few games. Nicola was a very active member of several 
of the local Italian Societies: Mt. Carmel/St. Cristina 
Society, Sons of Italy (Ella Grasso Lodge), Our Lady of 
Grace Society, Pratolana Society and the Canicattinese 
Society. Both he and Edith enjoyed everything these 
memberships had to offer, they regularly attended 
social functions hosted by these societies and were 
instrumental in the planning of several of their events. 
Nicola and Edith also enjoyed entertaining guests in 
their home and traveling with their many friends. After 
the passing of his beloved Edith, Nicola remained ac- 
tive, meeting his friends for their morning coffee and 
traveling to Florida during the winter. Nicola loved the 
beach and never missed an opportunity to sit seaside, 
whether he was on vacation or with his family on the 
Clinton shore. In addition to being a wonderful hus- 
band and father, Nicola was especially proud of being 
a grandfather. Papa was always there when it involved 
his granddaughters never missing anything, whether a 
school play, band concert, dance recital or graduation. 
Papa beamed with pride at their accomplishments and 
each one of them held a special place in his heart. 
Most recently, he danced a special song with his eldest 
granddaughter at her wedding. 

Nicola lived a long and very good life; he will be re- 
membered as a kind and gentle man. Sadly, he leaves 
his loving and devoted daughter Marianne Claudio and 
her husband Frank of Cromwell, his cherished grand- 
daughters, Sabrina Musumeci and her husband Joe, 
Andrea Claudio and her fiance Danny Jernigan and 
Juliana Claudio, they love their Papa and will miss him 
very much. Nicola leaves his brother, Otello Panaro 
(Mena), of Italy, along with several nieces, nephews, 
cousins and many friends. 

In addition to his wife and parents, Nicola was pre- 
deceased by his siblings, Ersilia Palmese, Natalina 
Papaccio, Maria Andreozzi and Antonio Panaro. 

The family will receive relatives and friends on Sunday 
(November 28th) from 5 to 7 p.m. at the D’Esopo Funeral 
Chapel, 277 Folly Brook Boulevard, Wethersfield. The 
funeral procession will depart the funeral chapel at 
9:30 a.m. on Monday (November 29th) for a Mass of 
Christian Burial at 10 a.m. at Christ the King Parish 
(Corpus Christi Church), 601 Silas Deane Highway, 
Wethersfield. Burial will follow at Rose Hill Memorial 
Park, Rocky Hill. 

For online expressions of sympathy to the family, 
please visit www.desopofuneralchapel.com. 





qK Funeral Chapel 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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OBITUARIES 


Birman, Oscar 


Oscar Birman of West Hartford Connecticut, and Toms River, New Jersey wonderful dad to Herbert and Zeyda 
(grandfather) to Norbert, Michal and Josef passed away peacefully on Tuesday November 23, 2021at Brandywine 


Living of Toms River, New Jersey. 


He was born on October 12, 1927, the son of Ruhla and Josef Birman and was a survivor of the Romanian Holocaust. 
Oscar graduated in 1952 with a degree in Economics and Accounting from the University of Bucharest and after few 
years of teaching high school mathematics worked for many years as Chief Financial Officer of one of the largest 


government owned companies. 


In 1980 he immigrated to the United States with his wife Miryam and settled in West Hartford where they were 
members of the Congregation Beth Israel. OScar worked as Controller for several large businesses as well as a tax 
preparer until he retired few years ago at 90 years of age. He was pre-deceased by Miryam, his wonderful wife of 
62 years and is survived by his son Herbert and grandchildren Norbert, Michal, and Josef. He was a great example 
for all of us and will be sorely missed. There will be a gravesite service on Wednesday November 24, 2021, at 
2:00PM at the Beth Israel Cemetery, Avon. Shiva will be observed at Oscar's home. Weinstein Mortuary is in charge 


of arrangements. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


LeBlanc, Tracey (Hanlon) 


Tracey (Hanlon) LeBlanc 
passed away suddenly on 
Nov 20, 2021. She was a resi- 
dent of West Hill Lake in New 
Hartford. Born in Norwalk, CT, 
she was the youngest daugh- 
ter of Shirley (Miller) and 
William F. Hanlon, both of 
Norwalk. She was preceded 
in passing by her beloved 
brother, Bill Hanlon. She was 
the extremely proud mother 
of two loved sons, Ryan LeBlanc and his fiance Jessica, 
of San Antonio, Texas and Corey LeBlanc of Bristol. 


She will be greatly missed by her three sisters, Mary 
Ryon, husband Gary and Kathy Hanlon of Los Angeles, 
Carol Mandel, husband Tim of New Hartford and her 
brother, Paul, wife Liz of Torrington. She had a special 
place in heart for all of her nieces and nephews, and 
soon to be grandchildren Madison and James. 


A Mass of Christian Burial, honoring her life, will be 
held at Our Lady of Hope Parish, formerly Immaculate 
Conception Church in New Hartford, on Saturday 
November 27th at 11:00am. Burial will be by family, 
at a later time. It was Tracey's request that everyone 
wear bright happy colors to her funeral to celebrate 
her life. 


Tracey loved her rescue dogs; in lieu of flowers, con- 
sidering donating to “Big Fluffy Dog Rescue” at P.O. 
Box 332161, Nashville TN 37203, or your local animal 
Shelter in her memory. https://bigfluffydogs.com/do- 
nate. Montano-Shea Funeral Home, New Hartford has 
care of the arrangements. Visit an online guestbook at 
montano-shea.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


sweeney, Joanne 


Joanne Sweeney, 63, passed 
away peacefully surrounded 
by her family on November 21, 
2021. She was born September 
5, 1958. She was married to 
Michael Sweeney on August 
27,1977, who survives her. 
Joanne is survived by her 
children Melissa Kangas, and 
her husband Jarrod, Michael 
“ Sweeney Jr., Jessica Sweeney, 
* and granddaughters Madison 
Stanchick and Michaela Sweeney. She was prede- 
ceased by her son Matthew Sweeney. 
Joanne is also survived by her brothers Robert Meek, 
and his wife Yvonne, David Meek, Douglas Meek, and 
his wife Patricia, and several nieces and nephews. Her 
parents, Robert and Dorothy Meek, sister Kathleen 
Meek, and her sister-in-law Nancy Meek predeceased 
her. 
Joanne was a caring and compassionate woman who 
enjoyed caring for her family, auto racing, boating, 
and, through her job with the Manchester Board of 
Education, working with handicapped children. Joanne 
will be remembered for her love of wearing flip-flops, 
even in the dead of winter. 
Calling hours will be Monday, November 29th, from 4-7 
p.m. at John F. Tierney Funeral Home, 219 W. Center 
Street, Manchester, CT. Graveside services will be 
held Tuesday, November 30th at 11:00 a.m. in Buckland 
Cemetery, 1210 Tolland Turnpike, Manchester, CT, fol- 
lowed by a celebration of Joanne’s life at the Army- 
Navy Club on Main Street, Manchester. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations 
be made in Joanne’s name to the Special Olympics of 
Hartford. For online condolences, please visit www. 
tierneyfuneralhome.com. 


Chie JOHN F. 


ERNEYFUNERALHOME.COM 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Hudlow lil, Richard K 


Richard K. Hudlow Ill 54, of 
Berlin, husband of Karen 
(Killius) Hudlow passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, 
November 20, 2021 sur- 
rounded by his family at his 
parents home. He bravely 
a _ persevered and remained as 
' _ positive as possible while 
2 courageously battling against 
Be cancer. Richard is the son o 
a Dick and Eva Hudlow. 
Richard grew up in the Candlewyck neighborhood of 
Newington making lifelong friendships. Richard was 
a 1986 graduate of Newington High School. He was a 
member of the football team and loved playing along 
Side his best friend John. His true passions were driv- 
ing a truck most recently for M&M Transport, Nascar 
racing and snowmobiling with his family and best 
friends. He was a devoted uncle to his nephew Colby 
attending his numerous hockey practices, games and 
tournaments throughout New England. 
In addition to his wife and parents, he is survived by his 
son, Andrew of Berlin, siblings Dawn and her husband 
Kyle of Lee, MA, Lisa and her husband Jeff of Stoddard, 
NH. 
His family will receive friends for a celebration of his 
life at the home of his parents, Dick and Eva Hudlow 
on Saturday, November 27, 2021 from 1pm - 3pm at 34 
Woodduck Farms, Windsor, CT. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


MacDonald, Wilfred (Bill) R. 


Wilfred (Bill) R. MacDonald, 91, 
passed from this life to his 
-eternal reward on Monday, 
November 22, 2021. He was 
born in Searsport, ME, on 
February 18, 1930, to Rev. 
Clifford J. and Agnes (Howard) 
MacDonald who predeceased 
him. He is also predeceased by 
his first wife, Merlyn D. 
MacDonald; and his brothers, 
Lawrence, Paul, and Ernest. 
He served his country during 
the Korean War Theater in US Army and 
Reserves, and attended the Apostolic Bible 
Institute in St. Paul, MN. 


Wilfred was lovingly referred to as “Uncle Bud” or 
“Uncle Mac” by his many nieces and nephews as well 
as by the students of Heritage Christian School, where 
he enjoyed driving the bus. He was a faithful member 
of Heritage United Pentecostal Church of Bristol, CT, 
for many years. He was a lifetime student of history 
and was a wonderful story teller. 


He leaves behind his loving, caring wife of 42 years, 
Margaret L. MacDonald, and children: son James 
MacDonald of Barron, WI; John (Jill) MacDonald of 
Bristol, CT; William (Jean) Cowles of Bonnerdale, AR; 
Daniel (Sue) Cowles of Little Falls, NY; Diana (Kenneth) 
Page of Haddam, CT; Debra (Daniel) Martin of Decatur, 
IL; Edward (Lynn) MacDonald of Hastings, NE; Sue (Rob) 
Eselby of New Hartford, CT; and Dea (Nathan) Schlupp 
of Kailua, HI; along with many grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren; also, two brothers, Clifford (Sandy) 
MacDonald of Meriden, CT, and Charles MacDonald of 
Torrington, CT, as well as many of nieces and nephews. 
The visiting hours will be Friday, November 26th 
from 3 to 5 PM at Funk Funeral Home, 35 Bellevue 
Avenue, Bristol and from 9:30 to 10 AM on Saturday 
November 27th at Heritage United Pentecostal Church, 
48 Lewis St, Bristol followed by a funeral service at 
10 AM. Interment immediately following in Peacedale 
Cemetery, Bristol with full Military Honors. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the Heritage Helps 
food pantry at www.heritageupc.org and click on “give 
online” or by mail to Heritage Helps, 48 Lewis Street, 
Bristol, CT 06010. For directions and/or to leave an 
online condolence please visit Wilfred’s memorial web- 
site at www.FunkFuneralHome.com 


Las 
9 ' 
) Funk S Since 1865 
www.FunkFuneralHome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Pharmer, Keith 


Keith L. Pharmer, 71. of 
Scotland passed away Sunday 
November 21, 2021. He was 
the son of Aubrey and Shirley 
(Mills) Pharmer. He died 
peacefully at home, sur- 
rounded by the people he 
loved most. 


Qi wv 

\. Born on July 14, 1950 in 
iN Hartford, CT he was raised 
aN in East Hartford and settled 
down in Scotland, CT where he resided for most of his 
life. Keith bravely served in the Vietnam War from 1968 
to 1970 and was a gunner on a riverboat patrol boat 
with his best friend, Mike Lawhorn. Keith was a true 
outdoorsman. He loved hunting, fishing, Alaska, Nova 
Scotia, his camp in Vermont, and his dog, Tess. He also 
loved good food, camping, IPAs, woodworking and clas- 
Sic cars. He worked at R.T. Coachworks in Manchester, 

and A-1 Septic in Woodstock before retiring. 


He is survived by his daughter, Kate Riquier and her 
husband Tim of Columbia, his son, Todd Pharmer and 
his wife Kendra of Stafford, his daughter Beth Knight 
and her husband Olney of Brooklyn, his grandchildren 
Jenna, Lexi, Walter, Michael, Patrick, Turner, Sarina and 
Ada, his former wife, Mary Jane Pharmer of Scotland, 
and his sister Jeannine Steniger and husband Steve. 
Keith was predeceased by his beloved son, Michael, 
parents Aubrey and Shirley and his brother Verne 
Pharmer. 


Services will be private. In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made on Keith's behalf to the Montachusett 
Veterans Outreach Center. To send an online expres- 
sion of sympathy, please visit www.baconfh.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Olszewski, Victor B. 


Victor B. Olszewski, 83, of 

Windsor Locks, (previously of 

Science Hill, KY) passed away 

peacefully at Hartford Hospital 

on Saturday November 20, 

2021. Born in Windsor on 

February 15, 1938, the son of 

the late, John and Jadwiga 

(Gielarowski) Olszewski. Victor 

was educated in Windsor 

schools and_ received’ his 

Associates degree from 

Northwestern Connecticut Community College. Victor 

was honorably discharged from the US Air Force in 

1962. He proudly served the town of Simsbury as a 

police officer for many years before retirement. After 

retiring he enjoyed being on his farms in CT and KY. He 

loved his vegetable gardens and his plants. He also 

loved his livestock transportation and furniture resto- 

ration businesses (CT) and being a real estate agent 

(KY). He is survived by his children; his daughter; 

Connie O. Severance and her husband Kirk of North 

Granby, his sons; Marshall S. Olszewski of Windsor 

Locks, and Victor A. Olszewski of Lanesborough, MA, 

his stepdaughter; Kimberly A. Martin and her husband 

Chad of Colchester, and his stepson; Michael S. Leite of 

Windsor, his grandchildren; Bridgett Olszewski, 

Katelynne Pierce, Kelly Severance, Dylan Opalenik, 

Kaylee Opalenik and his sister Olga. Victor was prede- 

ceased by his wife of 26 years, Marian M. Olszewski, 

his parents and his 3 sisters and 7 brothers. A grave- 

Side service will be private and at the convenience of 

the family. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 

Victor's memory to the charity of your choice. Hayes- 

Huling & Carmon Funeral Home of Granby has care of 

the arrangements. For condolences, please visit www. 
carmonfuneralhome.com. 


im CARMON 
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Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Sapia, Laura A. (Pagliughi) 


Laura A. (Pagliughi) Sapia, 62, of Amston, beloved wife 
of William A. Sapia, died Sunday November 21, 2021 
at Hartford Hospital. Born August 28, 1959 in Hartford, 
daughter of Paul Pagliughi of East Hartford and the late 
Nina (Sparveri) Pagliughi, she had lived in Amston for 
the past 30 years. Laura was Medical Office Manager for 
Middlesex Endoscopy. She graduated from Penney High 
School in 1977 and attended Manchester Community 
College. Laura had worked for Monaco Ford for over 
20 years and the Gallery Restaurant in Glastonbury. 
Besides her husband and father Laura is survived by her 
daughter Samantha Storer and her husband William of 
Columbia, her granddaughter Madison Storer, 3 sisters 
and their husbands, Terri and Tony Hayes of Hebron, 
Paula and Rick Sampson of East Hartford, Gina and 
Charlie Kopcinski of Glastonbury, her sister-in-law and 
brother-in-law Charlene and Michael Lang of Ellington 
and several loving nieces and nephews. Besides her 
mother she was predeceased by her mother-in-law 
Helen Sapia. A mass of Christian Burial will be cel- 
ebrated on Saturday Nov. 27 at 9:30am in Ss Isidore 
and Maria Parish at St. Augustine Church, 55 Hopewell 
Rd., South Glastonbury (everyone please meet at 
church). Burial will follow in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Glastonbury. Friends may call at the Mulryan Funeral 
Home, 725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury on Friday Nov. 26 
from 4-7pm. In lieu of flowers memorial donations may 
be made to the American Heart Association, P.O. Box 
840692, Dallas, TX 75284-0692 or to the Breast Cancer 
Research Foundation, 28 West 44th Street, Suite 609, 
NY, NY 10036 www.bcrf,org. For online condolences 
please visit www.mulryanfh.com. 


MULRYAN 


FUNERAL HOME 





Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Trudeau, Gainore L. 


Gainore L. (Luurtsema) Trudeau, 87, beloved wife of the 
late Joseph E. Trudeau, of Manchester, passed away 
on Saturday, November 20, 2021, with her family by 
her side. Born June 27, 1934, in Manchester to the late 
Peter and Hazel (Gordon) Luurtsema. 

Gai graduated from Manchester High School. She went 
on to work for the telephone company, and in 1955, 
married Joseph and became a full-time housewife and 
mother. After the boys had grown, she worked at the 
Glastonbury Citizen newspaper and the Salvation Army 
Thrift Store. 

Throughout her life, she always loved animals of all 
kinds and was never without at least one dog in the 
house. She was especially fond of her dogs she ad- 
opted from the Connecticut Humane Society. Gai also 
enjoyed vegetable gardening, all of her plants in the 
yard, and also, her indoor plants, many kinds of which 
filled her home. 

She was a great cook, learning recipes of all nationali- 
ties, sewing and knitting were also in her repertoire. 
Gai made many clothes for her family and herself, as 
well as reupholstering furniture and vehicle seats. 
She was a fan of older country music, especially Willie 
Nelson. 

Gai leaves behind her sons Richard and Randall 
Trudeau, both of Manchester; her sister Doris Bunce of 
Manchester; as well as numerous nieces and nephews. 
Besides her husband, she was predeceased by her 
sister Mildred Plank and her brothers; Peter, Robert, 
Richard, and Lt. Col. George Luurtsema. 

Family and friends may call at the John F. Tierney 
Funeral Home, 219 W. Center St., Manchester, CT, on 
Saturday, November 27th, 2021, from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at St. Bridget 
Church, 80 Main Street, Manchester at 11:00 a.m. 
Burial will be at East Cemetery. 

We would like to thank the physical therapist and the 
aides at the Vernon Visiting Nurses. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions in Gai's memory may be made 
to the Connecticut Humane Society. For online condo- 
lences, please visit www.tierneyfuneralhome.com. 


fie JOHN F. 


TIERNEYFUNERALHOME.COM 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


In Loving Memory Of 
PETER C. DEL NEGRO 


Jan 29, 1968 - Nov 24, 1990 


Son 
Brother 
Grandson 
Nephew 
Cousin 
Friend 


After 31 years, still missed and loved by all. 


Stories live on. Tell theirs. 
Share your loved one’s story. 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Colleges report uptick in infections 


Cases increasing among students, employees as 
virus transmission continues to climb statewide 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Some Connecticut colleges and 
universities have seen an uptick in 
COVID-19 cases in recent weeks, 
publicly reported data shows, amid 
a broader increase in coronavirus 
transmission statewide. 

Wesleyan, for example, recorded 
44 COVID-19 cases from Nov. 11-17, 


Hartford 


council 
member 
resigns 


Bermudez steps down, 
names likely Working 
Families replacement 


By Rebecca Lurye 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Hartford 
city council member Wildaliz 
Bermudez will be moving out 
of the capital city and leaving 
office at the end of December, 
one year into her second term 
representing the minority Work- 
ing Families Party on the Demo- 
crat-controlled body. 

Bermudez, who was elected 
in 2015 and again in 2020, 
announced her upcoming resig- 
nation and move on Tuesday 
on a website for herself and 
fellow Working Families Party 
city councilor Josh Michtom. 
She formally recommended the 
council replace her with Tiana 
Hercules, a criminal defense 
lawyer with Hartford-based Sills 
Law Firm who also worked as a 
special assistant to former Hart- 
ford Mayor Pedro Segarra. 

“My work for Hartford started 
long before I was a politician and 


Turn to Bermudez, Page 2 





One year into her second term, 
Wildaliz Bermudez has announced 
she will leave Hartford’s city council 
in December. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


far more than during any other 
week this semester. The school, 
which has about 3,200 students, 
currently has 46 active cases: 45 
among students and one among 
employees. 

Yale last week reported 40 new 
cases — 29 among students, 11 
among faculty and staff — bring- 
ing the school’s seven-day average 
to its highest level of the semester. 
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NES: Small Business 
administration 
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UConn has seen a relatively low 
number of student cases recently 
but logged 10 cases among employ- 
ees from Nov. 11-17, most in a week 
this semester. 

“As cases have ticked up state- 
wide, it also makes sense that they 
would tick up among members of 
the UConn workforce,” spokes- 
person Stephanie Reitz said in 
an email. “However, I wouldn’t 
consider it a ‘wave’ by any means, 
nor are there any clusters.” 

Other local schools, includ- 
ing Trinity College and Central 
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Connecticut State, have reported 
few or no new COVID-19 cases in 
recent weeks. 

Despite the upticks on some 
campuses, no Connecticut college 
or university is experiencing a 
COVID-19 surge on par with the 
ones that were frequent during the 
2020-21 school year — likely due 
in part to the requirement that 
students and staff be vaccinated. 

Connecticut as a whole has seen 
a sharp increase in COVID-19 cases 
and positivity rate in recent weeks, 
as part of what appears to be the 





cold-weather spike some experts 
predicted. 


Cases and positivity rate: 
Connecticut reported 754 new 
COVID-19 cases on Tuesday out 
of 16,255 tests, for a daily posi- 
tivity rate of 4.64% — highest in 
a single day since Aug. 31. The 
state’s COVID-19 positivity rate 
has tended to be higher on Tues- 
days than on other days, which 
state officials attribute to patterns 


Turn to Virus, Page 2 








Tony Yurgaitis, owner of Arethusa Farm Dairy and Cafe in West Hartford, speaks at a news conference Tuesday with Gov. Ned Lamont, 
U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal and state legislators, urging people to support small businesses. CHRISTOPHER KEATING/HARTFORD COURANT 


Holiday shoppers urged to 
90 big for small businesses 


Elected leaders: ‘It’s our turn to show them that we’re going to stand with them’ 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


WEST HARTFORD — With many 
small businesses still struggling from the 
pandemic, top Connecticut officials urged 
shoppers Tuesday to patronize their local 
merchants during the upcoming shopping 
season. 

Gov. Ned Lamont, U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal and state legislators gathered 
in West Hartford to tout the ambience of 
walking to nearby shops and restaurants 
in the town’s busy central business district. 

“It’s a great alternative to shopping in 


malls, big box stores or online,’ said Tony 
Yurgaitis, owner of Arethusa Farm Dairy 
and Cafe on Farmington Avenue. 

Yurgaitis, who hosted the event, oper- 
ates two other stores in New Haven and 
Litchfield — as well as running a farm in 
Litchfield that expanded from five cows 
to more than 400. The business started by 
selling 5,000 bottles of seasonal eggnog, 
and that has sharply increased to more 
than 45,000 bottles. 

“We opened our own dairy — not know- 
ing a thing about it,” Yurgaitis said. “When 
you support us, you’re also supporting the 
farm.” 


The small retailers held on valiantly 
during the pandemic, and officials said 
now is the time for Connecticut resi- 
dents to help retailers by shopping locally 
because small businesses generate about 
740,000 jobs and employ about half of the 
workers statewide. 

Lamont and others encouraged shop- 
pers to participate in Small Business Satur- 
day, which is traditionally two days after 
Thanksgiving. Known as a last-minute 
shopper, Lamont has often downplayed 
his shopping skills. 


Turn to Shoppers, Page 2 


Griswold mother charged in death of her 6-week-old baby 


Allegedly told police 
she was overwhelmed, 
cries were ‘too much’ 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


A Connecticut mother has been 
charged in the death of her 6-week- 
old baby after telling police that the 
stress of her children’s cries over- 
whelmed her, state police said 
Tuesday. 





Crystal Czyzewski, 35, of Gris- 
wold, was arrested Monday 
and charged with first-degree 
manslaughter and risk of injury to 
a minor. 

On the evening of Nov. 17, 
Quinebaug Valley Emergency 
Communications received a call 
from Czyzewski stating that her 
1-month-old baby was “barely 
breathing” and breathing “very 
lightly? according to the warrant 
for Czyzewski’s arrest. 

The baby was taken to William 


W. Backus Hospital in Norwich 
shortly after by emergency person- 
nel. At 2:30 a.m. the next morning, 
the baby was flown to Connecticut 
Children’s in Hartford to continue 
receiving treatment, according to 
the arrest affidavit. 

The center’s Suspected 
Child Abuse and Neglect team 
performed a physical exam of the 
infant, which showed no signs of 
abuse. According to Department 
of Children and Families records, 
police said, the baby appeared to 


have been resuscitated but was not 
breathing on its own. 

The baby was pronounced dead 
on Nov. 21 by a Connecticut Chil- 
dren’s physician. 

State police went to Czyzews- 
ki’s residence Monday for further 
questioning. There they found 
Czyzewski’s mother, who said 
Czyzewski was at her cousin’s 
house in Norwich. One detective 
stayed to interview Czyzewski’s 
mother while another traveled to 
Norwich. 


According to the affidavit, 
Czyzewski initially told police she 
left her baby in an indoor swing 
and left to go for a walk with a 
friend, before admitting this was 
a lie. 

Czyzewski later told police she 
placed a blanket over the baby’s 
face, and her hand over the blan- 
ket, for 20 minutes while the baby 
was crying on Nov. 17, according to 
the affidavit. 


Turn to Mother, Page 2 
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Police: 1 injured after 
driver rolled through 


protest in Manchester 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A motorist drove a vehicle 
through a group of protesters in 
Manchester on Saturday, causing 
one person to report minor inju- 
ries, police said Tuesday. 

Police responded to a call about 
blocked traffic at Main and East 
Center streets at about 4:45 p.m. 
Protesters had been demonstrat- 
ing against the not-guilty verdicts 
in the Kyle Rittenhouse trial in 
Wisconsin. 

No one was in the roadway when 
officers arrived, but police learned 
that a vehicle had driven through 
protesters when they were in the 
road earlier. 

No one made an emergency call 
about being struck, police said, 
but a 60-year-old woman came 


forward to say the vehicle had hit 
her and she suffered minor inju- 
ries. The woman declined medical 
attention at the scene and provided 
officers with a description of the 
vehicle, police said. 

The driver has been identified 
and the investigation remains 
active, police spokesman Lt. Ryan 
Shea said. Shea also said he wanted 
to clear up misinformation distrib- 
uted on social media and in some 
news reports. Only one person 
reported minor injuries, he said, 
and “there is no indication that the 
actions of the operator were politi- 
cally motivated.” 

Anyone with information about 
the incident is asked to call police 
at 860-645-5500. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com 


East Hartford girl has been 
missing for almost 2 weeks 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


MANCHESTER — Kimberly 
Claudio’s sisters last saw her on 
the afternoon of Nov. 10 as they 
hurried to a school bus outside 
Howell Cheney Technical High 
School in Manchester, the girls’ 
grandmother, Irma Claudio, said 
Tuesday. 

Kimberly, 14, was talking with a 
group of other girls, and her sisters, 
twins Kayla and Jazlyn Claudio, 
warned her she would miss the 
bus, Irma Claudio said. When the 
bus left the lot, Kimberly was not 
on it, and the family has not heard 
from her since, her grandmother 
said. 

Manchester police issued a 
missing persons alert for the East 
Hartford girl, who has brown eyes, 
dark brown hair, stands 5 feet 3 and 
weighs 102 pounds. Kimberly was 
last seen wearing a red, hooded 


Mother 


from Page 1 


Both the baby and her 5-year-old 
child were crying, and she said it 
was “too much.” According to the 
affidavit, Czyzewski said she was 
stressed and hadn’t planned to give 
birth to another child. 

She told police she left the baby, 
who was no longer breathing, in 
the swing for the rest of the day, 
according to the affidavit. She 
allegedly told police she and her 
mother, who Czyzewski said knew 
the baby was not breathing, agreed 
to lie to police because Czyzewski 


Virus 
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in who gets tested over the week- 
end. 

Connecticut’s seven-day posi- 
tivity rate now stands at 3.39%, 
up slightly from Monday and the 
highest at a given time since Sept. 1. 

The state has averaged 751 daily 
COVID-19 cases over the past 
week, its highest in a seven-day 
span since mid-September. Unvac- 


sweatshirt and black, knee-length 
skirt. Police have developed infor- 
mation that she may be in the 
Greater Hartford area, department 
spokesman Lt. Ryan Shea said. 

Kimberly is one of five siblings. 
Her father and mother, Jose 
Claudio Ana Pomales-Claudio, 
are pastors at the Church of God 
Pentecostal Sanando Heridas in 
Hartford. 

Kimberly enjoys singing in 
church, drawing and reading, Irma 
Claudio said. Family members and 
friends are praying every day for 
her safe return, she said. 

“That’s what keeps us stand- 
ing — our faith and prayers,’ Irma 
Claudio said. 

Anyone with information about 
Kimberly’s whereabouts is asked 
to contact Manchester police at 
860-645-5500. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com 


feared losing custody of her 5-year- 
old. 

After police returned with 
Czyzewski to her residence later 
on Nov. 22, they again inter- 
viewed her mother who admitted 
to knowing the baby had stopped 
breathing, according to the afh- 
davit. Czyzewski’s mother said 
she did not know Czyzewski had 
harmed the baby. 

Police obtained a warrant for 
Czyzewski’s arrest later that day. 

Czyzewski was held on a 
$500,000 surety bond and was 
scheduled to appear in superior 
court in Norwich Tuesday morn- 
ing. 


cinated residents have been about 
four times as likely to test positive 
as vaccinated residents, according 
to state data. 

As of Tuesday, all eight Connecti- 
cut counties were recording “high” 
levels of COVID-19 transmission as 
defined by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 


Hospitalizations: As of Tues- 
day, Connecticut has 282 patients 
hospitalized with COVID-19, up 
four from Monday and match- 
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Catherine Marx of the U.S. Small Business Administration, joined by Gov. Ned Lamont, far left, and Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, urges residents to shop local this holiday season. CHRISTOPHER KEATING/HARTFORD COURANT 
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“There are great people at these 
stores, and if you’re a pathetic 
shopper like me, that’s a big help,” 
Lamont told reporters. “Every 
time I buy something online, I 
thought it looked pretty cool, but 
by the time it’s under the Christ- 
mas tree and the kids open it up, 
you would’ve thought I’d given 
them a block of coal or something 
like that. I need really smart people 
at these stores to make me look 
cool by finding things that I can 
get right here and now” 

Lamont added, “Here in West 


Bermudez 


from Page 1 


it will continue long after I step 
down,’ Bermudez, a lifelong city 
resident, said. “We have labored 
together time after time to make 
our city livable in every way, and I 
would not leave you without allies 
on the council that will also lead 
boldly.” 

Throughout the Bronin admin- 
istration, the Working Families 
Party members have often tried 
to push the body far left of center 
on issues like immigration, tenant 
rights and police reform and 
accountability. 

Last summer, Bermudez and 
Michtom fought unsuccessfully 
to cut the city’s law enforcement 
budget by 21%. The councilors 
have also advocated for greater 
transparency and public debate 
by the council, whose Democratic 
majority typically reserve discus- 
sions for private caucuses. 

Bermudez has helped organize 
community conversations around 
numerous public safety and civil 
rights issues, such as regulating 


ing the most at a time since Sept. 
26. Hospitalizations have now 
increased 43% since Nov. 7. 

Hospital officials say the vast 
majority of those hospitalized with 
serious COVID-19 symptoms are 
unvaccinated. 


Deaths: Connecticut reports 
additional COVID-19 deaths once 
a week, on Thursdays. The state 
reported 25 COVID-19 deaths last 
week, bringing its total during the 
pandemic to 8,834. 


Hartford and across the state, 
there’s nothing like a great local 
store. You will probably run into 
a neighbor there. It brings life to 
the towns. ... Give them a break 
because they’re going to make you 
look good on Christmas Day.” 

Catherine Marx of the U.S. 
Small Business Administration 
and others said there are no major 
problems with the small busi- 
nesses that are related to the global 
supply chain that has delayed 
deliveries. 

“Your gifts will not be waiting at 
a barge on the Connecticut River,” 
Marx said. 

Blumenthal said that many small 
businesses are finally getting back 


the use of drones by Hartford 
police, strengthening the Civilian 
Police Review Board and secur- 
ing more city funds to help 
immigrants facing depor- 
tation. 

She and Michtom also 
proposed the city rename 
Columbus Day as Indige- 
nous Peoples’ Day in 2020, 
a year before their fellow 
council members agreed 
to the change. 

Bermudez says she’s 
planning to move to 
New Haven by summer 2022, 
but wanted to give her replace- 
ment time to get up to speed 
before budget season. She did not 
provide any other details of her 
future plans. 

In her announcement, Bermu- 
dez simply said she and her 
husband, civil rights attorney 
Ken Krayaske, “must move on in 
search of new opportunities for 
our personal and professional 
growth.” 

Her likely replacement, 
Hercules, must be appointed by 
a majority of the Hartford Court 
of Common Council. The body 


The United States has now 
recorded 773,021 deaths related to 
COVID-19, according to the Coro- 
navirus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations: As of Tuesday, 
83% of all Connecticut residents 
and 93.5% of those 12 and older 
had received at least one COVID- 
19 vaccine dose, while 71.7% of all 
residents and 82.3% of those 12 
and older were fully vaccinated, 
according to the CDC. 
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on their feet after the pandemic 
closed “nonessential” businesses in 
March 2020. Many of them needed 
the federal Paycheck Protection 
Program’s forgivable loans to 
remain in business. 

“The guts and grit of our small 
businesses has been absolutely 
inspiring,’ Blumenthal said. “They 
have persisted during the toughest 
economic times. Now, it’s our turn 
to show them that we’re going to 
stand with them. Ina way, it’s kind 
of an endorsement of the entrepre- 
neurial spirit that makes America 
great.” 


Christopher Keating can be 
reached at ckeating@courant.com 


typically accepts the recommen- 
dation of whichever political 
party experiences the vacancy 
on council. 

Hercules ran for city 
council in 2019 as part of 
a slate led by state Rep. 
Brandon McGee, a Demo- 
crat who was unsuccess- 
ful in unseating Hartford 
Mayor Luke Bronin. 

A mother of three, 
Hercules previously 
worked in the Office of 
the Chief Public Defender, 
where Michtom is an attorney in 
the child protection and juvenile 
unit. 

The Working Families Party 
said Hercules has helped lead 
an anti-gun violence initiative in 
the city and served on the boards 
of Mutual Housing of Greater 
Hartford, NINA, Girls for Tech- 
nology and her church. She is 
also a member of the Connecti- 
cut Commission for Children, 
Women, Seniors, Equality and 
opportunity. 


Rebecca Lurye can be reached 
at rlurye@courant.com. 


Additionally, 22.3% of fully 
vaccinated Connecticut residents 
18 or older have received a booster 
dose. 

As of last week, all adults who 
received a Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna vaccine at least six 
months ago are now eligible for a 
booster shot, along with all adults 
who received a Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine at least two months ago. 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 
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‘Vomitoriuny’ goes ’90s to celebrate 25 years 


Annual local musicians’ gathering back in person, 
with costume contest and plenty of classic covers 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Dean Falcone’s “Vomitorium” 
is turning 25 — depending on how 
you count — and nobody’s more 
surprised than he is. For him, the 
annual holiday show, which takes 
place this year on Wednesday at 
cafe nine in New Haven is simply a 
fun night in a bar with friends that 
has gotten way out of control. 

The Hamden-based guitarist 
has been in bands since he was a 
preteen, and has hundreds of musi- 
cian friends. He has a special knack 
for getting those friends to join him 
onstage — not for loose jams but 
for covers of pop songs, many of 
them quirky, obscure or by cher- 
ished cult bands that often don’t 
get covered. 

Vomitorium began when 
Falcone was slated to play at the 
Black Seal club in Essex on Christ- 
mas Eve. He vented to some visit- 
ing friends — singer/songwriter 
Aimee Mann and multi-instru- 
mentalist Jon Brion — and they 
offered to play the gig with him. 

That started a tradition of 
Falcone inviting friends, especially 
those who had left Connecticut but 
still returned home to visit family 
on holidays, to join him onstage. 
Over time, the gatherings centered 


CORONAVIRUS 
IN CONNECTICUT 


Vaccine 


rates lag 
for DOC 
workers 


Just 65% inoculated, 
with dozens recovering 
from COVID, data says 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


The COVID-19 vaccination rate 
among Department of Correction 
employees stands out amid an 
otherwise rosy picture of vaccina- 
tion rates among Connecticut exec- 
utive branch employees. 

Just 65% of the correction 
department’s 5,444 employees are 
fully vaccinated, according to data 
from Gov. Ned Lamont’s office. 
That’s well short of the much- 
smaller Department of Emergency 
Services and Public Protection and 
Department of Motor Vehicles, 
which each have a vaccination rate 
of 83% — tied for the second-lowest 
among executive branch depart- 
ments with at least 100 employees. 

About 24% of correction 
employees — 1,290 — have elected 
to undergo weekly testing in lieu of 
vaccination. Another 12%, or 634 
employees, arenon-compliant with 
either option. Ninety-two correc- 
tions staff members are currently 
recovering from COVID-19, accord- 
ing to department data. 

One incarcerated person is in the 
hospital, 103 are symptomatic with 
COVID-19 and another 146 have 
tested positive for the virus with- 
out showing symptoms. As of Nov. 
19, 21 incarcerated persons have 
died from COVID-related compli- 
cations. 

Overall compliance with the 
state’s vaccination-or-testing regu- 
lations is high, at 95%. Of execu- 
tive branch state employees, 84% 
have been fully vaccinated, up from 
80.8% on Oct. 22. Another 11% have 
elected to get tested weekly. 

All but 5% of the Department of 
Public Health’s 677 employees have 
been fully vaccinated. 

The Office of the Attorney 
General, the Office of Policy and 
Management, the Department of 
Banking and the Connecticut Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station all 
report zero noncompliant employ- 
ees. 

According to Lamont’s office, 31 
executive branch employees have 
been fired, 35 have been placed 
on unpaid leave and 42 are in the 
process of being put on unpaid 
leave for refusing to get vaccinated 
or tested regularly. 

Of 201,447 public school employ- 
ees, 93% are fully vaccinated, as 
well as 93% of 12,152 private school 
employees. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
71.7% of all Connecticut residents 
and 82.3% of those 12 and older are 
fully vaccinated. 83% of all resi- 
dents and 93.5% of those 12 and 
older have received at least one 
dose. 


Seamus McAvoy can be reached 
at smcavoy@courant.com 


around Thanksgiving rather than 
Christmas, gained the self-depre- 
cating name Vomitorium (after the 
ancient Roman practice of purg- 
ing after big meals) and got slightly 
formalized, with the cover song 
choices constrained by an overar- 
ching theme. 

Last year the Vomitorium had 
to go virtual and returned to its 
roots with the performers tack- 
ling favorite Christmas songs. The 
event was renamed COVIDtorium. 

This year it’s live again and the 
theme is “The 1990s,” honoring 
the decade in which the Vomito- 
rium was born. The joke is that 
Falcone doesn’t particularly like 
that decade’s music. “It’s a rough 
one for me,” he admits. But in field- 
ing suggestions from the invited 
participants in the show, he found 
dozens of more-than-tolerable 
tunes he’s happy to play. 

The set list demonstrates how 
unorthodox Vomitorium music 
tastes can be. The list includes 
songs by Nick Lowe, Gin Blossoms, 
Fastball, Elliot Smith, Morphine, 
Teenage Fanclub, Spacehog, 
Toad the Wet Sprocket and other 
respected bands that didn’t partic- 
ularly challenge the record charts. 
There is one Nirvana number and 
one Pear! Jam, though not the ones 
you might expect. Green Day will 
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Dean Falcone’s “Vomitorium” shows have been a holiday tradition, usually 
around Thanksgiving, for a quarter of a century. This year’s show will be held 
Wednesday at cafe nine in New Haven. KATHLEEN CEI/COURTESY 


be represented, as will They Might 
Be Giants, Flaming Lips and Peter 
Gabriel. 

Guest performers this year 
include Rich Dart (who drums for 
The Monkees on tour), Jen D’An- 
gora (whose Boston-based bands 
have included Shang Hi Los, Jenny 
Dee & The Deelinquents and The 
Downbeat 5), the irrepressible 
Dave Schneider of hockey-rock- 
ers The Zambonis, Brian Ember 
of the neoclassical grunge cham- 
ber group Tet Offensive, Barbara 
Shepard of esteemed ‘90s New 
Haven band The Who Whos, 


Shellye Valauskas (who is married 
to Falcone and is also his bandmate 
in The Shellye Valauskas Experi- 
ence) and many others. 

The Vomitorium, Falcone says, 
is “an opportunity for people to do 
songs that their own bands won’t 
let them do,” Falcone says. “Some 
people don’t play in bands and all, 
and this is a chance for them to 
play. It used to be super loose, just 
having fun, but then we starting 
thinking ‘People are paying to see 
this, and we began to take it more 
seriously. It used to be sponta- 
neous. Now we 80% or 90% know 


A projected 2 million New Englanders will hit the roads this weekend. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


THANKSGIVING TRAVEL FORECAST 


MORE DRIVERS 
HITTING THE ROAD 


With 2 million expected this year, here’s what you need to know 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


AAA projects 2 million New 
Englanders will hit the roads 
over the Thanksgiving weekend, 
the second-highest number since 
it started keeping track. It will 
be a stark contrast to last year’s 
holiday, when fears of catching 


COVID-19 kept many at home. 


In all, almost 2.5 million New 
Englanders will travel, an increase 
of more than 15% over 2020, AAA 
says. Despite the recent increase 
in gas prices, 87% of holiday trav- 


elers will drive. 


“Both the Thanksgiving travel 
projections and the results of 
AAA's statewide poll tell the same 
story,’ says Tracy Noble, spokes- 
woman for AAA in Greater Hart- 
ford. “Thanksgiving travelers see 
COVID in the rear-view mirror 
and they are looking forward to 
returning to the pre-pandemic 
tradition of gathering with family 
and friends. Travelers should 
expect — and plan for — both the 
roadways and airports to be as 


busy as ever.” 


When’s the best 
time to drive? 


AAA says the worst traffic 
will hit metropolitan areas as 
commuters leave work early on 
Wednesday, mixing with people 
already headed to their Thanks- 


giving destinations. 


Major metro areas could see 


double the delays. 


For those who must drive 
Wednesday, the best time to hit 
the road is after 9 p.m., AAA says. 
The worst time is between noon 


and 8 p.m. 


On Thanksgiving itself, the 
best time is before 11 a.m., and the 
worst is between noon and 3 p.m. 

If you’re coming home Sunday, 
the best time to drive will be 
before noon. The worst? Between 


2 and 7 p.m. 


How do I stay safe 
while on the road? 


Before you even hit the road for 
along trip, AAA suggests drivers 
make sure their cars are “road- 
ready” by checking the battery, 
fuel system, tires, brakes and fluid 
levels. 

“Tf your vehicle has been sitting 
idle, these systems are particu- 
larly vulnerable to deteriorating 
especially without proper care or 
maintenance,” AAA says. 

If the car does break down, 
guide it off the road and turn 
the hazards on. Call for road- 
side assistance from the car and 
do not get out if you’re on a busy 
highway, the Insurance Informa- 
tion Institute says. 

Just Saturday in Greenwich, a 
man was seriously injured when 
he was struck by a passing car as 
he got out of his vehicle on I-95 
to check on another driver, state 
police say. 

Troopers are asking drivers to 
buckle up, drive the speed limit 
and stay off their cellphones 
while behind the wheel. They 
also should not follow the cars in 
front of them too closely. 

And those who plan to drink 
alcohol should designate a driver, 
they say. 

Like AAA, troopers know more 
cars will be on the roads and plan 
to be watching for violations. 
From 12:01 a.m. Wednesday 
through midnight Sunday, there 
will be extra troopers on patrol 
watching for traffic scofflaws, 
state police say. 

“As always, we depend on all 
drivers to remember and obey 
traffic laws,” said Col. Stavros 
Mellekas, commanding officer 
of the state police. “Please be our 
extra set of eyes on the highways 
and call 911 if you spot an emer- 
gency.” 

Drivers will see some troopers 
on the state’s highways, but may 
not notice others. Mellekas said 
troopers will use both traditional 


and nontraditional patrol cars for 
traffic enforcement. 

“During this very busy long 
holiday weekend, please take the 
time to arrive at your destination 
safely,” he said. “Check traffic and 
weather reports before you leave 
home and be patient as the roads 
will be filled with other drivers.” 


What will the 
weather be like? 


It’s expected to be clear in the 
Hartford area Wednesday and 
most of Thanksgiving Day, with 
Wednesday’s high in the low 40s 
and Thursday’s in the low 50s, 
the National Weather Service 
says. 

There is a chance of show- 
ers late Thursday and early 
Friday. Friday will be cloudy, 
with a high in the mid-40s, the 
service says. 

Both Saturday and Sunday will 
be mostly sunny, with highs in the 
low 40s. 


What about other 
ways to travel? 


Like travel by car, travel by air, 
train or bus also will be up, with 
the projected number of New 
Englanders flying (250,000) 
increasing more than 82% over 
last year and the number of those 
taking buses or trains (34,000) 
jumping more than 250% over 
last year, AAA says. 

But the 2021 numbers are still 
almost 20% below 2019’s, they 
say. 

The overall number of New 
Englanders poised to travel this 
Thanksgiving is much more 
impressive. The projection of 2.5 
million falls just shy of the record 
number of pre-pandemic travel- 
ers in 2019, AAA says. 


Christine Dempsey can be reached 
at cdempsey@courant.com. 


what we’re doing.” The trickier 
songs, such as the ones with guitar 
solos “you have to get exactly 
right,’ Falcone says, get a single 
rehearsal. For others, the band just 
wings it. This year, there’s a horn 
section for a couple of songs. 

Besides three sets of ‘90s songs 
— in the past, the middle set has 
often had a separate theme, but 
not this year — there'll be a ‘90s 
costume contest for attendees. 
While Falcone suggests “all you 
need to do is puta flannel shirt on,’ 
past Vomitoriums have brought 
out considerable creativity, includ- 
ing a Josie & the Pussycats costume 
one year for a “fake bands” set. 

The 2021 Vomitorium is dedi- 
cated to Ed Kaplan, a friend of 
Falcone’s since childhood who 
died in October just one month 
after being diagnosed with cancer. 
Kaplan was a familiar face in the 
crowd at local music and theater 
shows, including many Vomitori- 
ums. 

“T can’t believe we’ve been doing 
it this long,” Falcone says, but the 
mission has never changed. “We 
just want to have some fun with 
our friends.” 

The 25th Annual Thanksgiving 
Vomitorium at cafe nine occurs 
Nov. 24 at 8 p.m. at cafe nine, 250 
State St., New Haven. Tickets are 
$10. 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 


Woman dies 
8 days after 
shooting 

in Hartford 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A woman who was fighting 
for her life after being shot last 
week in Hartford has died of 
her injuries, police said. 

Margarita Pagan, 33, of Park 
Street, died Tuesday, they said. 

Pagan was shot about 10 p.m. 
Nov. 15. Alerted by a ShotSpot- 
ter activation, dispatchers sent 
officers to the area of 48 Putnam 
St., police said at the time. Off- 
cers found a woman, later iden- 
tified as Pagan, suffering froma 
gunshot wound; she was taken 
to the hospital, where she was 
listed in critical condition. 

Pagan was around the corner 
from her Park Street home 
when she was found. The 
circumstances of the shooting 
are still being investigated and 
are not clear, Lt. Aaron Boisvert 
said Tuesday. 

Her death is the 32nd homi- 
cide of the year in Hartford, not 
counting a deadly federal task 
force shooting Jan. 6. 

Hartford remains on track to 
record one of its deadliest years 
in decades, having surpassed or 
matched the recent highs of 32 
murders in all of 2015 and 33 
total murders in 2009. 

Should killings continue, the 
total number of homicides in 
2021 may be rivaled only by the 
late 80s and early 90s, when 
homicides peaked nationwide 
and gang wars raged in Hart- 
ford, and by 2003, when an 
arson at the Greenwood Health 
Center killed 16 ina single night. 

Anyone who has any infor- 
mation about the shooting is 
asked to call the police tip line 
at 860-722-8477 (TIPS). 


NEWINGTON 


Police: Shots fired 
on Berlin Turnpike 


Police are looking for the 
driver of a dark gray SUV 
who they say opened fire on 
another vehicle Monday night 
in Newington. 

There were no reports of 
injuries from the gunfire, 
which happened about 7:30 
p.m. on the Berlin Turnpike at 
Pane Road. Both vehicles were 
stopped in the north lanes of the 
heavily traveled road when the 
driver of the dark SUV started 
shooting at a white SUV, police 
said. The motive for the gunfire 
isn’t clear. 

The driver of the darker SUV 
fled west on Pane Road after 
opening fire, and the white 
SUV’s driver headed south. 
When officers arrived at the 
scene, they found “numerous 
shell casings in the roadway,” 
police said in a news release. 

Police have not identified 
a suspect or victim. Anyone 
with information is encour- 
aged to call Officer David Cyr 
at 860-666-8445 or dcyr@ 
newingtonct.gov. 


— Christine Dempsey 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 








LEGAL NOTICE 


Water and Sewerage bills are due the 
City of Middletown on NOV 1, 2021 and 
if not paid in full by DECEMBER 1, 2021 
are subject to 18 percent per annum 
interest. (1 1/2% per month) from the 
installment due date of Nov 1st. On-line 
payments WITH NO SERVICE FEE are 
encouraged as instructed on your bill. 
Checks may be mailed to Office of the 
Tax Collector- Water/Sewer, Municipal 
Bldg., 245 deKoven Dr., Middletown, CT 
06457. 


Lee Renee Matterazzo, CCMC 
Tax Collector, City of Middletown 
10/27, 11/3, 11/24/2021 7067883 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Commission of the Town of Old 
Saybrook will hold a public hearing at 
its regularly scheduled meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday, December 6, 2021 
in the 1st floor conference room, Old 
Saybrook Town Hall, 302 Main Street 
and via teleconference to consider the 
following: 


A. “19 Bridge Street Apartments” 
Application for modification to Special 
Exception Permit & Coastal Site Plan 
Review to add a 1,229 s.f. residential 
dwelling containing two apartment units. 
Assessor’s Map 24, Lot 54, Saybrook 
Point SP-3 District, CAM Zone, CT River 
Gateway Conservation Zone. Applicant: 
Saybrook Point Marina, LLC. Agent: 
Attorney David Royston 


Public Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/9 
2356062093? pwd=WEZSYVdRcm1Dcm 
s4d2wxMGFTVitiZz09 

Meeting ID: 923 5606 2093 

Meeting Passcode: 302302 
Teleconference Dial-In: (929) 436-2866 
One Tap Mobile: 
tel://9294362866, ,92356062093# 


At this hearing interested parties 
may appear and be heard and written 
communications may be _ submitted 
in advance via email to chris.costa@ 
oldsaybrookct.gov or regular mail. Copies 
of applications and plans are on file in 
the Land Use Department, Old Saybrook 
Town Hall, 302 Main Street and at www. 
oldsaybrookct.gov/zoning-commission 


OLD SAYBROOK ZONING COMMISSION 
Robert C. Friedmann, Chairman 
11/24, 12/01/21 7076459 
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21-011 “Martin” Application for 
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Resubdivision 
CTHOME wm 
Concer: | | lll Call Tim: 860.813.9121 


Resubdivision of a 5.93 acre parcel 
24th day of November, 2021. Must become automatic delivery customer. Minimum 500 gals per year otherwise bonus offer charged back. 


into 2 lots to create a new 3.83 acre 
residential building lot, and the construc- 
Re i; se en econ ece Aartjord Courant Daniels Energy: CT License $1-385517 HOD#19 / Daniels Propane LLC #846 CT License $1-302857 
COMMISSION 


tion of a new driveway and installation 
of underground utilities within the 100’ 
J. Colin Heffernan, Chairman 
11/24/2021 7090377 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
OLD SAYBROOK , 
INLAND WETLANDS & WATERCOURSES ete 


Fae a ee 





upland review area. 

129 Bokum Road (Map 61/Lot 4) 
Owner: Theresa L. Martin & Wayne L 
Martin, JrAgent: Robert L. Doane, Jr. 
PE., L.S. 

APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
PROPOSED FARE INCREASE 


The Estuary Transit District Board of 
Directors will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021, at 3:00 
PM to receive public input regarding a 
proposed fare increase on the XtraMile 
ride sharing service, which serves Old 
Saybrook, Centerbrook, Essex Village, 
Essex Steam Train, and portions of 
Westbrook. The XtraMile service cur- 
rently operates as a pilot program free of 
charge. A fare of $1.75 is proposed and 
would become effective on February 7, 
2022. No other fares will be increased. 
The hearing will be held in the Multi- 
Media Room, Westbrook Town Hall, 866 
Boston Post Road, Westbrook, CT. Any DAILY 
person wishing to present testimony SUDOKU 
related to the proposed fare increase 


may appear and be heard or may submit vw </ = K LE 
written comments to Estuary Transit LE coo 


District, 91 N. Main Street, Middletown, ae CRUSH 
CT for inclusion in the official record of ‘Wovar x | m »v 
the hearing. Written comments will be F ‘ = . ‘L » 
received until 3:00 PM the day of the : 4+ a f ms 
hearing. Written comments may be deliv- ; t oe 

ered or mailed to the following address: = 

Estuary Transit District 91 N. Main Street 

Middletown, CT 06457 or emailed to: 

cdenison@estuarytransit.org. 

People with special needs or require- 

ments should contact Christina Denison 

at (860) 346-0212, ext. 132 by 

November 29, 2021. 

Information will be provided in alternative 

format upon request. 

11/24/2021 7090399 
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Once a dog experiences sleeping in bed with a human, it can be a hard habit to break, says Alexandra Horowitz, author of the book“Inside of a Dog: What Dogs See, Smell and Know.’ GETTY 


‘A nice place to sleep’ 





Small Mayo Clinic study addresses the effects of having a dog in bed with us 


By Tara Parker-Pope 
The New York Times 


very early morning, around 2 a.m., 
Ke sleeping partner wakes me up 

because she’s thirsty and needs a 
bathroom break. 

Fortunately for her, she has no trou- 
ble going back to sleep. I know this 
because after this nightly ritual, I’m 
often wide-awake, listening to her 
gentle snores. 

By now, you may have figured out that 
my bed buddy is a dog. Like many dogs 
around the world, Maddie, a 13-year-old 
Shih Tzu, is aco-sleeper who shares her 
bed with a human. 

Various studies have estimated that 
about half of all pet owners allow their 
pets to sleep in the bed. Although the 
scientific literature makes a compel- 
ling case that our pets are good for us in 
many ways, research into the impacts of 
co-sleeping is more limited. 

A small Mayo Clinic study of 40 
adults used human and dog body moni- 
tors to measure whether having a dog 
in the bedroom or in the bed had an 
impact on sleep quality. 

The researchers measured sleep 
efficiency, which compares how many 
minutes you actually sleep after going 
to bed. (The clock doesn’t start until you 
close your eyes for the night — staying 
up to read a book doesn’t count.) 

Everyone has brief periods where 


they wake during the night, but they 
often don’t even notice. Ideally, you'll 
stay asleep about 85% of the time you’re 
in bed. 

In the Mayo study, the sleep eff- 
ciency of people whose dogs slept in the 
room was close to that, at about 83%. If 
a dog was sleeping on the bed, sleep efh- 
ciency dropped to about 80%, which is 
less than ideal but not bad either. 

Although the difference was statisti- 
cally meaningful, it translates to roughly 
14 minutes of lost sleep for people who 
sleep with their dog compared with 
those who had their dog in the same 
room. 

The study’s authors noted that the 
dog’s sleep efficiency “was unaffected 
by their location.” And notably, the 
monitoring devices detected the dogs 
enjoying about 2 minutes of playtime 
each night. 

Once a dog experiences sleeping in 
bed with a human, it can be a hard habit 
to break, said Alexandra Horowitz, a 
professor at Barnard College and author 
of the book “Inside of a Dog: What Dogs 
See, Smell and Know.” 

“Tf you let them sleep on the bed with 
you, they’re going to continue to want 
to because it’s anice place to sleep,’ 
Horowitz said. “It would be extra hard 
not to let them.” 

But allowing your pet to sleep in the 
bed is only a problem if it causes you 
distress, Horowitz said. Although some 


people believe that letting a dog in your 
bed could lead to behavior issues in the 
pet, there’s no evidence co-sleeping 
creates problems, she said. In fact, it 
could lead to a stronger bond with your 
pet. 

“T think it really came from this idea 
that dogs should be segregated from the 
best parts of the house — they shouldn’t 
be in the kitchen, the dining room, on 
the couch or on the bed,” Horowitz said. 

“For some reason, there is this sense 
that we have to maintain our domi- 
nance over them by having full posses- 
sion of these things. It sounds ridiculous 
because it is ridiculous,” she said. 

Horowitz said that when her dogs, 
Finnegan, a Lab mix, and Upton, a Great 
Dane-bloodhound mix, started crowd- 
ing the bed, the solution in her house 
was not to kick them out, but to “expand 
the size of our bed.” 

“They’re getting older, so they can’t 
leap up onto the bed anymore,’ she said. 
“We actually have to lift them onto the 
bed. But it’s the best place. It’s a comfy 
place. It’s where we are.” 

Horowitz recently got a new puppy, 

a Schnauzer-cattle dog mix named 
Quiddity, who sleeps with her son. She 
said that if someone was having trouble 
sleeping because of a dog, they should 
try to find another cozy spot for the pet 
to enjoy. 

“They don’t have to sleep in the bed,” 
she said. “Find some other place as 


spectacularly good — or maybe they 
want to sleep with your son.” 

One question the Mayo Clinic study 
didn’t address was how sleep changes 
for dog owners if the dog leaves the bed. 
On a few occasions, my dog Maddie has 
chosen to sleep elsewhere, and I find 
myself waking up even more wondering 
where she is. When that happens, I go 
find her and bring her back to bed. 

When Jamie Contreras and her 
husband, who live near Portland, 
Oregon, got their bulldog mix puppy, 
Cooper, they planned for him to sleep 
in acrate next to the bed. But soon, the 
dog made it clear he wanted to be on 
the bed. As the dog got bigger, it became 
apparent there wasn’t enough room 
for everybody — so the couple bought a 
king-size bed. 

Now, nearly 12 years later, the 
83-pound dog’s nightly routine includes 
sleeping under the covers between 
Contreras and her husband. Often, the 
dog moves on top of the covers during 
the night, pinning the couple under the 
sheets. Sometimes, Cooper kicks and 
“runs” while dreaming. 

“He’s a big dog and he moves around 
a lot,’ Contreras said. “But I like having 
him there. It’s acomfort. When we 
travel, it’s almost hard to sleep not 
having him there. There are inconve- 
niences to it, and it occasionally wakes 
you up, but the benefits outweigh that. I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.” 
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“He’s a big dog and he moves around a lot, but I like having him there. It’s a comfort. When we travel, it’s almost hard to 
sleep not having him there. There are inconveniences to it, and it occasionally wakes you up, but the benefits 
outweigh that. I wouldn't have it any other way.” — Jamie Contreras 


EX-ETIQUETTE 


What to do when bonus family can’t get together 


By Jann Blackstone 


Tribune News Service 


go to their in-laws homes 
and our schedules never 
seems to jive. I sometimes 


difficult, particularly if 
you have a bonus family. 
Not only do you have your 


longer be a couple. 
There’s no way we can 
coordinate everyone being 





Q. Over the years, my see my biochildren,some- _ in-laws and that extended in one place, but we can 
yours, mine and ours timesmy bonus children, family tojuggle,butyoualso coordinate a family Zoom 
bonus family blended but rarely together. Iam have ex-extended family call. If the pandemic has 
into a peaceful menag- afraid we willneverhave —_ tojuggle as well. Many say taught us anything, it’s that 
erie. It was great around afamilyholidaywhenwe — whyevenconsider ex-ex- online is not the same thing 
the holidays; all the kids, willallbetogether again. tended relatives family? as being together, but it is 
the exes, extended family |§ What’s good ex-etiquette? Because they are related to a real-time substitute The 
on either side congre- A. Well, your predica- your children. Write them key is to remember what 
gated at our home. No ment is certainly different off and you are writing off the holiday is symboliz- 
fights or arguments, we than most of the questions your children’s grandmaor  ing—being grateful for 
allacceptedthatthisisthe I get around this time of grandpa, aunts and uncles, your blessings. Coordina- 
way life had played out year. Most are complain- cousins, etc.Adivorcemay __ tion is difficult, but letting 
and we tried to make it ing for the exact opposite have changed things for our bonus family members 
easy onthe kids. Nowthat reason,butYOUWANTto you, but these are import- know they are loved, and 
the kids are adults and be together and can’t. ant people to yourchildren, | youare thankful they are in 
married, they also have to Juggling schedules is even though you may no your life, never changes. DREAMSTIME 


6 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Wednesday, November 24, 2021 


CELEBRITIES 


Michael Strahan set for space mission 


From news services 


“Good Morning Amer- 
ica” co-host Michael Stra- 
han is going to space next 
month. 

Strahan, 50, will join 
Laura Shepard Church- 
ley, the eldest daughter 
of astronaut Alan Shep- 
ard, on the Dec. 9 mission 
aboard the New Shepard, a 
spacecraft named after her 
father and the first Ameri- 
can in space. 

The Blue Origin flight, 
the company headed by 
Jeff Bezos, will also carry 
four paying customers 
and will be the third by the 
New Shepard craft this 
year to shuttle humans 
to space. The 10-minute 
flight will launch from 
West Texas carrying six 
people, two more than the 
previous two flights this 
year with humans aboard. 

Similar to previous 
jaunts, Strahan’s flight 
is likely to include about 
three minutes of weight- 
lessness and a view of the 
curvature of the Earth. 

Strahan, who played 
for 15 years in the NFL 
with the New York Giants, 
reported on the first Blue 
Origin flight for “Good 
Morning America.” 

“I want to go to space,” 
Strahan told “GMA.” “I 
think being there at the 
first launch, it really was 
mind-blowing.” 


Damon co-writing book: 
Matt Damon has some 
big-name endorsers for a 
book he has out March 1 
about access to safe water. 
Former President Bill 
Clinton and Nobel Peace 
Prize-winner Muhammad 
Yunus are among those 
providing blurbs for “The 
Worth of Water,’ which 
the actor worked on with 
civil and environmental 
engineer Gary White. 
“We're excited to have 
written this book together, 
and we can’t wait to share 
the story of what happens 
when a movie actor anda 
civil engineer team up to 
try and take on the global 





Michael Strahan will be aboard a Blue Origin flight headed to 
space on Dec. 9. THEARON W. HENDERSON/GETTY 2020 


water crisis,’ Damon and 
White said in a statement 
Tuesday. 


Spacey ordered to pay for 
show losses: Kevin Spacey 
and his production compa- 
nies must pay the studio 
behind “House of Cards” 
more than $30 million 
because of losses brought 
on by his firing for sexual 
misconduct, according 
to an arbitration decision 
made final Monday. 

A document filed in 
Los Angeles Superior 
Court requesting a judge’s 
approval of the ruling says 
that the arbitrators found 
that Spacey violated his 
contract’s demands for 
professional behavior by 
“engaging certain conduct 
in connection with several 
crew members in each of 
the five seasons that he 
starred in and executive 
produced House of Cards.” 

MRC, the studio behind 
“House of Cards,” had 
to halt production of 
the show’s sixth season, 
rewrite it and shorten it 
from 13 to eight episodes to 
meet deadlines, resulting 
in tens of millions in losses, 
the document said. 

His attorneys argued 


that Spacey’s actions were 
not a substantial factor in 
the show’s losses. 


Writer Aykroyd dies: 
Peter Aykroyd, 66, an 
Emmy-nominated actor 
and writer on “Saturday 
Night Live” for the 1979-80 
season who later worked 
with older brother, Dan, on 
everything from a TV show 
about the paranormal to 
such films as “Dragnet” 
and “Coneheads,” has died. 
In a statement Monday, 
Dan Aykroyd cited the 
medical examiner in 
Spokane, Washing- 
ton, and said his brother 
“succumbed to septi- 
cemia from an internal 
infection precipitated by 
an untreated abdominal 
hernia.” 


Nov. 24 birthdays: Drum- 
mer Pete Best is 80. Actor 
Billy Connolly is 79. Actor 
Dwight Schultz is 74. 
Musician Terry Lewis is 
65. Actor Denise Crosby is 
64. Actor Conleth Hall is 
57. Comedian Brad Sher- 
wood is 57. Actor Lola 
Glaudini is 50. Actor Colin 
Hanks is 44. Actor Kather- 
ine Heigl is 43. Actor Sarah 
Hyland is 31. 


Magic still resonates for two 
actors in ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ 


By Rodney Ho 


Atlanta Journal-Constitution 


“It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
Frank Capra’s story about 
redemption and a life 
fulfilled, bombed at the 
box office when it was 
released in early 1947. 

For decades, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” was 
largely forgotten until 1974 
when Republic Pictures 
failed to renew its copy- 
right protection. The film 
lapsed into the public 
domain, meaning anyone 
could show the film with- 
out obtaining permission 
or paying royalties. Its 
ubiquity on broadcast TV 
fueled its popularity and 
gave the film a second life. 

Since 1994, NBC has had 
exclusive broadcast rights 
to the film after Republic 
Pictures proved it owned 
the original story and the 
music. 

Now it’s hard to imagine 
American life without the 
film. It was ranked No. 20 
of the 100 greatest films in 
2007 by the American Film 
Institute. Capra and stars 
Donna Reed and Jimmy 
Stewart in interviews said 
it was their favorite film 
they ever worked on. 

It’s also a treasure that 
keeps on giving for living 
cast members Jimmy 
Hawkins, who played 
4-year-old Tommy Bailey, 
and Karolyn Grimes, who 
played 6-year-old Zuzu 
Bailey and uttered the 
famous line, “Look, Daddy. 
Teacher says, ‘Every time a 
bell rings, an angel gets his 
wings.” 

The movie, though, was 
just a footnote in their 
lives until the late 1970s. “I 
started hearing more about 
it then,” said Hawkins. 
“People were holding 
trivia parties. I thought, 
‘Wow! This suddenly got 
big!” He remained an 
actor in the 1950s and ’60s 
and worked with Reed on 
“The Donna Reed Show” 
from 1958 to 1966. 

Grimes got out of show 





Karolyn Grimes is held by Jimmy Stewart, center, while Jimmy 
Hawkins has his hands on his face in “It’s a Wonderful Life.” AP 





Hawkins 


Grimes 


business in her teens after 
her mother died from 
early-onset Alzheimer’s 
disease and her father was 
killed in a car accident. 
She didn’t even see “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” until she 
was 40 years old. 

“I was enthralled with 
the messages from that 
movie when I first saw it,” 
Grimes said. “I knew then 
why it was very special, 
and I could understand 
why I started getting fan 
mail and people wanted to 
have interviews with me.” 

In 1980, she had no idea 
how journalists tracked 
her down because her 
name had changed, and 
there was no Google. But 
the publicity enabled her 
to reunite with Stewart 
and Reed, and Grimes 
became an unofficial 
ambassador of the movie. 

Over the past four 
decades, she has attended 
countless screenings, 
benefits and conven- 
tions. She helped create a 
museum for the film and 
returns each December to 
Seneca Falls, New York, 
the model for the movie’s 
small-town Bedford Falls, 


for the “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” Festival. 

For Grimes, the film’s 
message is timeless: “How 
each person’s life touches 
another, and we’re given 
an opportunity to make 
a difference. That’s so 
important.” 

Hawkins said people 
have come up to both of 
them and said watching 
the film kept them from 
killing themselves. And 
even at age 79, he said he 
feels like he’s 4 all over 
again when he thinks 
about the movie. “When 
people ask us questions 
about being on the set, you 
click back into it?’ Hawkins 
said. “It’s so vivid. It seems 
like a million years ago or 
just yesterday.” 

The movie itself is pretty 
dark on multiple levels, 
and Grimes thinks people, 
coming out of World 
War II, weren’t quite ready 
for it yet. Stewart himself 
wasn’t sure he wanted to 
even act again after flying 
naval planes over Germany 
but, as Hawkins said, 
actor Lionel Barrymore, 
who plays the miserly 
Mr. Potter in the film, 
convinced Stewart to do it. 

“The film is like the 
cream in the coffee,” 
Hawkins said. “It just rises 
to the top.” 


Where to watch: Dec. 4 and 
24 on NBC; 75th anniversary 
Blu-ray DVD now available 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Drunken stepdaughter makes tragedy worse 


Dear Amy: My husband 
died recently after being 
hit by a car while out on 
a walk. He left behind 
two children from two 
marriages. 

My stepdaughter “Belle” 
is 34, My son “Hank” is 24 
and on the autism spec- 
trum. He lives at home and 
takes classes. 

Belle is an aspiring 
actress who tends bar. 

Belle’s mom, “Jodie” and 
Tare very friendly. 

My husband was only 
in the hospital for two 
days. To their credit, Belle 
and Jodie drove for hours 
to see him. At the hospi- 
tal, Belle was drunk and 
hysterical. This made a 
terrible situation worse. 

At one point, Jodie told 
me that Belle had slapped 
and pushed her to wrestle 
the car keys from her. 

Hank and I were deal- 
ing with this stupid drama 
while my husband took his 
last breaths. 

Hank has decided that 
his sister is “dangerous” 
and wants nothing to do 
with her. He said, “If she 
hits her mom, she might 
hit us!” 

I told Belle and Jodie via 
text that the drinking was 
unacceptable. 

Jodie messaged me 
privately, saying that I was 
rude and “kicking Belle 
when she was down.” 

If this was a one-off, I 
might be inclined to back 
down. However, Belle’s 
young adulthood has been 
a series of fender benders 
and public intoxication 
citations. 

I told Belle that she 
needed to get into therapy 
or rehab in order to stay in 
touch with Hank and me. 
Jodie is blasting me, stating 
that Belle has promised 
not to drink anymore and 
that my hard stance is 


unnecessary. 
I told Jodie and Belle 

that I do not think you can 

“hug it out” when someone 

is an alcoholic. Thoughts? 
— Sad Mom 


Dear Sad: I’m so sorry 
about all you’ve been 
through. 

You communicated your 
stance: “Get help or keep 
your distance” directly to 
your stepdaughter, “Belle.” 

Her mother “Jodie” 
responded. 

Jodie is also telling you 
how to feel and how to 
respond to a situation that 
has a direct impact on you. 

Jodie is hampering her 
adult daughter’s chances 
for recovery by enabling 
and covering for her now. 

I have atiny quibble 
with your statement that 
you can’t “hug it out” when 
someone is an alcoholic, 
however. 

Hugging it out is actually 
all you can do. The rest is 
up to the alcoholic. 

From here on out, you 
should convey: “Belle, I 
care about you. I hope 
you get the help you need 
to attain the sobriety you 
deserve to have. Your life 
will change so much when 
you do. Until then, abso- 
lutely no drinking when 
you are with us.” 


Dear Amy: I had to respond 
to your answer to “Stuck,” 
who had a group of anti- 
vax/anti-maskers, as well 
as a vaccinated but “para- 
noid” family member to 
worry about at Thanks- 
giving. 

Iam an RN working ina 
COVID ICU. Even though 
the majority of patients I 
see in the ICU with COVID 
are unvaccinated, I do see 
some vaccinated ones. 
They could be elderly, 
overweight or have poor 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
There’s more to life than 
reaching the top of the 
ladder. Cultivating a happy 
home can bring a welcome 
balance today. Pass up on 
the matching furniture 
and understated artwork 
and let your personal style 
shine. 


Taurus (April 20-May 
20):You yearn to explore 
new experiences. Travel or 
financial restrictions could 
be keeping you close to 
home. Resist the tempta- 
tion to dwell on your disap- 
pointment. Make it your 
mission to bloom where 
you’re planted. Set tedious 
tasks aside. Your luck 
could absolutely change. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Interpersonal ties are 
everything. It’s a good 
thing Geminis tend to 
welcome collaboration 
because two heads are 
probably better than one in 
virtually every area of life 
now! Working alongside 
someone who has bold 
visions and an optimis- 
tic attitude might be very 
beneficial to you. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
You have the sense that 
someone has it out for you. 
While your suspicions 
may be correct, how much 
this person affects you is 
still up to you. Put your 
energy into making your 
own talents shine. Your 
smart ideas and loyal work 
should bring you all of the 
abundance you deserve. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Nov. 24,1859, Charles 
Darwin published “On the 
Origin of Species.” 


In1947, the “Holly- 
wood Ten” was cited for 
contempt of Congress 
for refusing to answer 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): This 
is a great time to put your 
creativity and glowing 
personality on display! 
Your ability to express 
yourself in an upbeat way 
can draw alot of people 
into your life, and you 
never know where these 
connections will lead. 
Showing off your work 
could draw interest. . 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Your schedule might feel 
quite busy today. Still, a 
detail-oriented Virgo like 
you will probably find any 
challenges stimulating! 
Think of maximizing your 
time like it’s the solution 
to a puzzle. You might 
also find it easiest to work 
alone. In the end, you’ll 
have earned relaxation. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Anger or resentment 

may be stirring right now. 
Rather than letting your 
frustration get the best 

of you, let it inspire you 

to move on to something 
better. The sheer act of 
leaving behind a toxic 
situation will probably 
bring you great relief. The 
opportunity to feel positive 
again will be well worth it. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Keeping your eyes on the 
prize might not be easy. It 
can be challenging to imag- 
ine a future when your 
surroundings seem grim. 
At times like these, it pays 
to dive into your imagi- 
nation. Let your intuition 
lead you to the path with 
the best chance of success 
and don’t look back! . 


questions about alleged 
Communist influence in 
the movie industry. 


In 1963, Jack Ruby shot 
and mortally wounded Lee 
Harvey Oswald in a scene 
captured on live television. 


In1971, a hijacker who 
became known as “D.B. 
Cooper” parachuted 
from a 727 after receiving 
$200,000 in ransom; his 
fate remains unknown. 


immune systems, etc. 

But they can still get 
COVID-19 and studies 
show a higher risk from 
getting COVID-19 from an 
unvaccinated carrier. 

We sadly lost a 30-year- 
old patient today. 

He was vaccinated but 
had another health risk. 

The suffering I see daily 
is heartbreaking. 

— Exhausted, Tired, 
Frustrated, Angry, Sad 
Nurse 


Dear Nurse: Thank you 

so much for the work you 
do, and for offering your 
front-line perspective on 
this extremely challenging 
topic. I genuinely appre- 
ciate it and assume that 
many families will be using 
this as their guide this year. 


Dear Amy: While I thought 
your response to “Trou- 
bled Daughter” was 

spot on, you might have 
suggested she work witha 
therapist. 

While I suffered 
nowhere near the abuse 
she has, I did have to have 
some difficult conver- 
sations with a family 
member. 

My wonderful thera- 
pist helped to formulate 
a dialogue that worked 
for me, and we also role- 
played possible reactions 
from the family. 

It was incredibly 
empowering to know what 
to say and how to respond. 

— Grateful 


Dear Grateful: I completely 
agree. Rehearsing difficult 
conversations makes them 
much easier to have. 


Copyright 2021 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You may be brim- 
ming with brilliant ideas, 
eager to share them with 
anyone who will listen! 
Fortunately, people should 
be receptive to what you 
have to say thanks to your 
enthusiasm and possi- 
bly your impressive track 
record. Some visionaries 
are all talk, but not you! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19):Issues of power and 
control have been plaguing 
you. You might be tired of 
defending your actions to 
people who put down your 
efforts. This may be a good 
time to work toward your 
goals on your own rather 
than discussing plans with 
people who keep trying to 
hold you back 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 

18): You'll probably need 
extra energy to deal with 

a large group of people 
today. Do what you can to 
stay alert and focused, as 

a passing remark can lead 
to a productive conversa- 
tion. You could connect 
with someone with similar 
ideas as you, and you might 
really get each other going 
with your inspiring visions. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): Career matters may 
improve starting today. 
You can make an impres- 
sion On everyone you meet 
thanks to your upbeat atti- 
tude. Think of every inter- 
action as an opportunity 
to open anew door. Start 
reaching out and recon- 
necting. Who you know 
can make a real difference. 


In 1974, the bone fragments 
of a 3.2 million-year-old 
hominid were discovered; 
the remains were nick- 
named “Lucy.” 


In1991, Freddie Mercury 
died in London at age 45. 


In 2014, it was announced 
that a grand jury had 
decided against indicting 
Ferguson police officer 
Darren Wilson in the death 
of Michael Brown. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 





S 

















SUDOKU WORD SEARCH 
Level: | 1 |] 2 |[ERI 4 Wordsearch: spice up the kitchen 227 
Complete the grid so each row, column and Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org. uk. NUTMEGtIARMK LN EDE S D 
eye 6[s[el i [rlelz eee eee e eel eos 
si2|bjzjolrlelels eee ea teuathtut. o 
zlvlelel6{Z[siolt vuunhenmckinuacnuuae 
EJ XNWORBVGJI ARSSANWOC 
J I | ECWA Y2Z22Z2Y |NTHYME 
J LMGINGERFNNCH IVE S$ 
VDIAQCERODET!LFLGSPAN 
YELSRAPOQACHGRILLHV 
6 L_SNAAPATREDNAIROCA 
3 WPTUEBXIOHBERGAMOT 
© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights res 
ee OOTTWCASANOGARRATS 
BOGGLE 
INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as you can by linking WordWheel . . ‘ E E : : : : : a me Ss a . . : é 
on a aren eaer eu ayy ene et os NNVGBDRETVBMEBA JSF P 
once wit ina SIng ie EER . ana compare 
ae WWJICAKERXCARRTBEUQ 
TEETER (Els Mee, SISeurrineseeasnis 
SSsastemms) 31-00 Gamer XX ZUTFAELYABKHGNSS 
C7 letters = 6 points) letters = 6 points - = NOOKIE 
Gmessiee) 11-20 = Amateur MICROWAVEODHE RET T UB 
Boggle BrainBusters Bonus © ALLSPICE BUTTER HERBS ROSEMARY 
Oe Oi pega Dia ang wordsuntotho.gd AROMA CAKE JARS ROTISSERIE 
Find AT LEAST FIVE WEATHER BAKE CHIVES MICROWAVE SAGE 
oo ee BASIL CINNAMON MIX SAUTE : 
tne gril ot letters. g 
BAYLEAF CLOVE NUTMEG SEAR Z 
BERGAMOT COOK OREGANO SPOON : 
BISCUIT CORIANDER PAN STEAM : 
Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter Soak aie INE oo ele ; 
BOGGLE is a trademark of Hasbro, Inc. 9-2-19 ea ee BREAD GINGER POACH TARRAGON ‘ 
peri He eit by Tribune Content Agency. All Rights Reserved TIM Eta A O1 9 AGNIM : AN N As AZVH < 
vu boggleibustes com BROWN GRILL ROAST THYME : 
TV CROSSWORD ae the kitchen JUMBLE 







by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


PRP EP Pee 
aaa 6 6uBREE 
ZEEE BE 
“|| | 
aaa eee 
“| | | oe | 
22@EEE eee 
“L| | ae tt 
et | ee 
ae | 6 
ee eT | Tee 
aaa | 6 
Lf PLE tt 








THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
Ohi by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


CX) | 
NLA LAK S| 

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


i 
B 











Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


WHEN IT CAME TO CREATING 
THE “STAR. WARS" 
SOUNPTRACKS, JOHN 
WILLIAMS WAS --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 






roroT 
y VY N a 
SP) LT nOCHHe 





DJ ECIALF 


: Jumbles: MINUS KNELT ABSURD OUTFIT 
Cresies Pe arawelne.e: Paves anes 'G/E[O/G|RIA|P/H|Y| Answer: When it came to creating the “Star Wars” sound- 








tracks, John Williams was — INSTRUMENTAL 








28 Night we watch “Cristela”: abbr. 
29 “A Nightmare on __ Street” 

31 “Up __ Night” 

33 Actor Gulager 

35 “Car 54, Where __ You?” 

37 Unit of farmland 


Egg cells 


Black gold 


38 “As Good as It __”; Jack 


ACROSS 44 “Before It Had __”; Willem Dafoe ARROW WORDS 
1 Mrs. Fred Flintstone movie 
eee ee ee = Seo eon es Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
9 “Once and __”; Sela Ward series 47 “The Place Beyond the _”: the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 
10 In the know Ryan Gosling/Eva Mendes 
12 Circular movie Fight- 
14 Boxer Robinson’s monogram DOWN 
15 Skating rink shape 1 “Star Episode VI: Return of 
16 Miss __; role on “Dallas” the Jedi” 
19 “The A-__” 2 Grandpa Munster’s bat 
23 Flynn of “The Middle” 3 Actress on “Parenthood” 5 
24 Late columnist __ Bombeck 4 Sixty secs. epi Alicia 
25 “__ Howser, M.D.” 5 “Sanford __ Son” pioneer Bulan 
28 “__ Bueller’s Day Off” 6 Skater Babilonia 
30 Robert of “The Sopranos” 7 Fancy vase 
31 Woody’s folksinger son 8 Wide shoe width illo g 
32 Waitress on “Alice” 10 Apple pie __ mode 
33 “__ Ev’ry Mountain”; song from 11 Role on “Scorpion” 
“The Sound of Music” 13 __ Plumb of “The Brady Bunch” 
34 Monty or Arsenio 15 Jed Clampett’s discovery Articulate 
36 “_ Doll’; hit song for the Four 17 Neckwear for Don Ho 
Seasons 18 “__ to Me”; Tim Roth series 
39 Outback maker 20 Make a mistake Greta of All fired up Come Loser to 
42 “The __ Is Right” 21 “What Kind of Fool __?” Lae Sew Een 
22 Barker and Bell i 
25 Opposite of multiplication: abbr. "Key _" —_— . 
26 “Grand __ Opry” or letters |PC display 
27 “...__ the ramparts we 
ee ~ |] 7 ae 








Nicholson movie Roasting | Coffee 
39 __ Hazeldine of “Resurrection” i choice 
40 Family card game 
41 Word from Emeril ©2019 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 8/25/19 
42 Get-up-and-go 
F S15 
fcuiekea 43 Baseball stat. 





KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 
> 4 


Wwrewyriyry 


Find ten 
differences. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 


CHUCK, 1 NEED | [3] I DONT HAVE A SKATING 


: WILL YoU ASK HIM? TELL DON'T TELL HIM HOw I 
A FAVOR... / |s/MOTHER TO HELP ME SO I 


HIM WE'RE FRIENDS ANO THAT] | ALWAYS STRIKE YOU OUT, 


81 WAS WONDERING IF YOUR DAD | |WE'VE PLAYED BASEBALL TOGETHER | | THOUGH, CHUCK ! 
WOULD FIX MY HAIR SEEING 5 
AS HOW HE'S A BARBER... 





©1974 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Ai 


SEE, WHAT HAPPENED 
WAS UNCLE BERNIE MEN- 
TIONED HE WAS THINKING 
OF BUILDING THIS NEW 


I WOULD HAVE TOLD YOU, 
BUT YOU WOULD HAVE GONE 
TOTALLY MENTAL ON US, 


AT ME, ATLEAST 
YOURE TRYING TO 


Distributed by Andrews McMeel! Syndication 





© 2021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 


WE'RE HOPING TO PLEA IT DOWN 
DEFENDING AN ACTOR FROM TO NEGLIGENT HOBBITICIDE. 


"THE LORD OF THE RINGS"? 


‘Y fee 


nw 
)\ 





I'M FEELING |.) MAYBE YOU'RE DEPRESSED MAYBE YOU'RE SAD BECAUSE 
DOWN TODAY.|£| BECAUSE YOU'RE LAZY s| YOU'RE A DORK WHO CAN'T 
Kin iy AND UNEMPLOYED? GET A GIRLFRIEND? 





DO YOU EVER THINK THAT |: IGUESSIT \ LOOK ITUP 
YOUR GIFE THIS PAST YEAR HAS |-| DEPENDSON \ IN THE 
DICTIONARY 


TUST BEEN TOO DARN BORING? |3| HOW YOU boring (ad}.) 
‘| THE WORD your life 


DEFINE 


JOY & BART’s 


0 VEGAN 
RESTAURANT 


SS WY 
THANKS- 
GIVING 


AL GORE, BUT MosT PEOPLE | EVEN IF THEY DO 
CELEBRITIES AREN'T ACTING ON WE NEED SOME - BELIEVE THAT'S 

~ Sake CLIMATE CHANGE . ONE EVERYONE MR ROGERS, THIS 
HAVE TRIED To 


WILL LISTEN To. ISN'T GOING 


Syndicate 






alexhallatt.com 





© 2021 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features 


OF COURSE WELL 

GE THERE MARCY! 

THANKS FoR THE 
INVITATION ! 


ARE NOU MAKING THAT 


TURKEY TAMBALINA | AGAINST 
EAR? 


NY MOMS 
SEAFOOD 





Dip YOU READ ' 
THE LITTLE 
INSCRIPTION 


“TAKe MY FILTHY, ITS BASICALLY A UTTle 
MY PROOLING, STATUE OF UN-LIBERTY, 
MY FLEA- RIDDEN ISN'T IT? 
MUTTS :I AM — > 
YEARNING TO j 
BREATHE FREE??. 


x 
QP 
= 
5 
of 
gt 
=f 
3 
Oo 

419 

40 





©2009 Darby Conley / Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 


TURKEY TREE ¢ 


ALA LA TURKEY TREE 


LA! ¢, 


= 


SS 


°K | 
j ’ | | | | | F 
ID 
















Dilbert By Scott Adams 


SEVENTY—FIVE OF 
WHICH INVOLVED 
TRYING TO MAKE THE 
AUDTO AND VIDEO 
WORK FOR OUR REMOTE 
ATTENDEES. 


AT LEAST I WISH 
WE GOT IN IHAON'T 
FIFTEEN SLEPT 
MINUTES =THROUGH 


LOOKS LIKE WE ARE 
OUT OF TIME. THANKS 
FOR JOINING ME FOR 

THE FULL NINETY 
MINUTES. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


OF QUALITY THAT 


DILBERT.COM 
11-24-21 2021 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 









| GET HIT EVERY TIME | CARRY 
THE BALL, TOMMY—ANDO 
PLENTY OF TIMES WHEN | 

HANO IT OFF 







MILFORD 13. 
_ 7 ae 









TOMMY STILL WON'T 
SO EASE UP LOOK AT ME, KIANNA 
AGOUT ONE STILL WON'T TALK TO 
: MISSEO ASSIEN- ME—AND | CAN’T 
8 MENT, OK? PLAY FRIDAY. 


w HE'S NOT MR. SUAVE...HE'S 
MORE OF A “DIAMOND IN 
THE ROUGH"! 


"TOO MUCH ROUGH' AND "NOT 
E} ENOUGH DIAMOND," THERE'S 7 
5| SOMEONE FOR EVERYONE! 
PERHAPS ESTELLE 
IS THAT 
8] SOMEONE.. p 


BRIGMAN 
11/24/21 





/ FINE. BUT HERE'S 
SOMETHING YOU 


HOW WERE THE 
KIDS TODAYP 


Boel YON Aq LZOzZ@ 


Judge Parker By Woody Wilson and Mike Manley 


NO, NOTHING IS NOT THE DEPUTY MAYOR 
' = 









BEING HERE, RUNNING OFF THE MOMENT 
I ARRIVE, AND YOU CLEARLY EVADING MY QUESTION. 












09NI3S32 GLH C7IOM “ON! 'SLYOIONAG WIAIWY HLZON 1702 O 


| —_ 
Lt = J weciurimo 
1 b + MANA 
eal 11/24 


Baldo By Cantu and Castellanos 


Y 
) ALAN. LET'S JUST GO PANIC—SHOP 
LAST-MINUTE THANKSGIVING SUPPLIES WE 
A WERE SUPPOSED TO GET SEVERAL DAYS AGO- 





» & rae SO YOURE 
en MAD BECAUSE I’M HOME GUESS... 
5 MINUTES LATE? SARCASM. 


as*75 
~,) 


HARRY, IT NEED Gou | ji. 
ty GET SOME CHAIRS [jl 


SURPRISE! 
eS] | AND HAPPG 
SSO: ™ THANKSGIVING! 


funkywinkerbean.com/booxs 


Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved 


Bere NS RC PONS UNTO P FF ee 
Stereo ARNO SAS J J fF fd gg af atetete 





Wizard Of Id By Johnny Hart and Brant Parker 


a 








I'M TRYING TO HELP ¥ 
WITH THE PRISON 
OVERCROWDING ISSUE 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 









GIVE YOU 

WHISKERS 

AND CAT 
EARS. 


Facebook. Com Rlyme@s Come 


PitColo 
ob d wrt Hicary 8. Paice 


PVE (WEY... WHAT (8 THAT? 
A\ WHATIRE Y’FEEDING 
ven TONY 7 





For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
















EVERYONES LOOKING. HEY, DAWN! LOOKINGoOD | | IT LOOKS GROSS. | WISH _ Hy) WwAaeN’ 
Times Vy] (ieee eed | Sorenalnsie 
| : % J WHOA! DON'T 

BLAME ME, BABE.LIKE, | 

JUST MADE A SUGGES- 





‘IN TION. YOO TALKED 
'N\ YOURSELF INTO IT 






l! 





© 2021 Lynn Johnston Productions Inc. / Dist. By Andrews McMeel Syndication 





11-24 www.fborfw.com 
* Nv = 4 


B.C. By Hart 





YOU SEE, BC, HUNTING IS 
ABOUT CUNNING, PATIENCE, 
AND MOSTLY... SITUATIONAL 
AWARENESS. 


Se JohnHartStudios.com 11-24-21 


Beetle Bailey by Mort, Greg & Brian Walker 


IF ANYONE CALLS, TELL 
THEM I'M ON AN 
IMPORTANT MISSION 


YOU MAY WANNA WORK 
ON THAT LAST ONE. 







©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 





MISSION 
IMPOSSIBLE 





Vvzs 


Zectés 


j ADORABLE! 


N 
] 


woo'sio7pueBiy 
















HAGAR, YOU KNOW HOW You'VeE 
BEEN TALKING ABOUT GOING 
ON A DIET... 


THERE'S NO TIME 
LIKE THE PRESENT? 









4 
a 


f 






We 


Bere 
an 


live 













NSONA... 


1 JUST NEED 
To CAPTURE 
THE PERFECT 
ENIGMATIC 
SMILE FIRST 













FIRST STUNT 
DOUBLE 


IGT. BY ANDREWS JASNEEL GYNDICATION 







GOCOMIGS. COM / NONGEQUITUR 


WHEY. © 2021 \WILEN INK, LTD. I-24 WILEN INK@EARTRLINK.NET 


Curtis By Ray Billingsle 


“DYSFUNCTIONAL 
FAMILY, THY NAME 

\IS WILKINS “-- 
WIN-WIN, BRUH | 


1 BET YOU GET A 
MILLION ‘LIKES. IT 
COULD EVEN LEAD To 
A REALITY SHOW !! 


LISTEN, C-BREEZE, 4 
THE NEXT TIME 
YOUR FAMILY ACTS 
LIKE BADGERS, 
FILM ‘EM! 


FILM AND 

POST ‘EM !! 
FROM WHAT 
YOU'VE TOLD 





Pickles By Brian Crane 


NELSON, | WOULD DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
APPRECIATE IT IF | | MY GRANDFATHER 
YOU WOULD? NOT WOULD'VE SAI? IF 
ADORESS ME AS 1 HAD WALKED UP 
“DUDE.” TO HIM AN? SAIP, 
"HEY, DOVE"? 







THAT WAS BEFORE 
THERE WERE HEARING 
A\DS,S0 \ COULD CALL 

HIM ANYTHING 
| WANTED, 













Group 11/24/21 





© 2008 Brian Crane, dist. By Washingion Post Writers 








I'LLNEVER 
HAVE TO LEAVE 
MY KOOM FOR. 

ANOTHER 
ONION RING. 


THE ULTIMATE 
STUDY AID/ 
THE KEY TO 

LASER FOCUS! 













WHAT DID 
YOU BUY 





Sat 





Th) 
3 


. YY 
ANN 


oA 


GGA 

Z 
ATA 
ones pitt 


<SOUPLLILSLLS LSS AY 
cA A ez SYves 
AA 


4% Z 
Yi hid HAE, 4 
CASSCLLILLEL Ppp pry, 


CREW |e. (Noe at 
LOND DP | led A eS VERS 
THE Truck i NAVIN 
FOR ANOTHER SASSO Seva 
\ Sh = AS oS 
VeLIERY «|? | YS ee ae 
\ N EBX 
Q Ny fa \ /\ 


+ VOLUNTEERS 
WELCOME 7 


Z| Ou HANE 
2 QALL- 
STONES 


‘AMY 


EL) 


A 


WR 
oh 


oa 
- 
©2021 Grimmvy, Inc. Distributed by Ki Pedtures inc. STIMimMy com 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 66 Ohio’s lake 11 Japanese 44 Makes four into 
1 Little__ Muffet 67 R&B family electronics twelve, say 

5 Roger Bannister, name company 46 Advanced 
famously 68 Budget sister 12 Cut down the course offering 

10 Speaker in company middle 48 Hold for 
Cooperstown 69 Runs out of juice 13 “Goosebumps” questions 

14 Elvis or Coca- 70 “It’s true!” series author 50 Take care ofa 
Cola 71 Guido of 21 Gomez’s furry kitty 

15 “The L Word” Baroque art COUSIN 51 Went downa 
co-creator fame 23 French capital slippery slope 
Chaiken 25 Roadtripgame 52 Matisse ofthe 

16 Whisper Down 26 Approximately art world 

17 Interstate hauler 1 Light fog 29 Nabiscobrand 53 Knot again 

18 Ad prizes 2 Relatives of name 54 Old-time laundry 

19 Dramatic opener Slurpees 31 Jem, to Scout soap brand 

20 Adagio and 3 Server witha Finch 56 Red Square 
allegro blush? 32 Psychic Geller figure 

22 Leavethecityto 4 Piece of 34 Ballerina 58 Place for 
evade arrest orose Shearer singles 

24 Likesometanks 5 Ahotonecanbe 36 Completely 60 He loved Lucille 

27 Where the old problematic dominates 63 Cinque e uno 
woman lived 6 Laid up 37 Med. injury 64 Watcher ... and 

28 Permitstoenter 7 Island necklaces detector homophone 

30 Titleofrespect 8 Long,thinsoup 38 Title for two of aletter that 

31 Exec, slangily mushroom Beatles appears exactly 

33 Schoolmarmish 9 Viscous plant 40 The good dishes once in every 

35 List to-dos substances 41 Discomfort clue and all but 

39 Intense 10 “Bingo!” Cause two answers 
anger 

ame. Frere 
just one 


eee 
Zee 


Pry Pe 
meet eEE TT 
42 Shapiro of 
Del et | tf 
43 Delivery, as 
of a baby 
45 Inter __ 
46 Recipe word 
47 Relieved 
(of) 
49 Comes to 
light 
51 Secret 
fraternity 
member 
55 Party 
or wild 
follower 
57 Bit of 
encourage- 
ment 
59 Vinyl- 
covered, as 
a floor 
Worldwide: 
Abbr. 





Zee 


6 


— 


62 Absinthe 
flavor 

65 Half around 
on the links 


Tribune Content Agency 11/24/21 


By Dave Taber and Laura Moll 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


Now let’s go back to trick one and have 
the declarer play the deuce of hearts on 


South dealer. 
Both sides vulnerable. 


Qe a East’s ace. In that case, if we assume East 
¥ 04 isa competent defender, he would shift 
#AQJ92 to the king of spades at trick two and 
&OJ 106 eventually defeat the contract, scoring 
WEST EAST three spades, a heart and a diamond. 
e732 4k Q 108 And just how would East know he should 
: i TS : . ; 65 shift to a soade? Because, given the 24 
853 e742 points in high cards he could see in his own 
SOUTH hand and dummy, he would know that 
4A76 South was sure to have the K-O of hearts 
i ine : 5 as part of his 15- to 17-point one-notrump 
eA KO opening. 
The bidding: East’s only real chance, therefore, would 
South West North East be to shift his attack to spades at trick two 


INT Pass 3 NT 
Opening lead — three of hearts. 


The art of deception 


in the hope of establishing three tricks in 
the suit. In the actual case, declarer would 
be unable to prevail against this defense, 
and sooner or later he would go down one. 

There are times when a player can Tomorrow: It’s easy when you know 
accomplish by guile what he cannot how. 
accomplish by routine play. For a good JUMBLE 
example of how an imaginative declarer BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 
can sometimes outwit the defense, 
consider this deal where West led the three 
of hearts against three notrump. 

East won the opening lead with the 
ace, on which South dropped his queen! 

It is hard to fault East for thinking that his 
partner had led a heart from the 10-8-7- 
3-2 and that declarer had the K-Q alone. 
(South, however, was in good position to 
judge that West had only four hearts, since 
the three was presumably West’s fourth- 
best heart, and South had the deuce in his 
hand.) 

East therefore returned the jack of 
hearts at trick two, won by declarer with 
the king. South then lost a diamond finesse 
to East’s king, but the best East could do 
at this point was to return a heart and hold 
declarer to nine tricks. 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


ZRROA 

SCEES 
iSeEe 

_NOEUC _ 
ie) Fla \ 
td Ld fa 

YN 

* 


| would be so 
nervous to I've 
speak infront _ practiced 
f so many this speech 
atonof Let's hear 
it for our 
speaker. 


~ 
N] 
4) 


et the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


Py 
va 


Zz 
O 
= 
O 


‘NJ 
\ 


Fg 


EEEEOO 


i 
24 
THE CONVENTION'S KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER WASN’T NERVOUS AT 


Seeeen © ALL THANKS TO ALL HER --- 
NAN _ ANS Now arrange the circled letters 





©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 


FeSCO SCC OEES) 
NAN AN ANA KAKRAKVA A AA? 
(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SLANT GLAND TUSSLE INJECT 


Answer: Would the author be reading from her novel at the 
library? Yes, according to the — TELLTALE SIGN 


Yesterday’s 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


| |] 9) | 18) 4) Jrowcotmnanty-sbo peToT mE TTS 


in bold borders) contains STAINIE tle 
qe yy Pts every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- BEBEE BbEoe 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, 
1 / visit www.sudoku.org.uk BIR 1B 


EME | IN|HJojR 
eves epANSWERTO, 
4/6 y, 5 
41716 | NGO CO BOE 
Rfo[alR[s|a|T Mclals|i [nlo[s| 
Sette rT O[N A CTE (SYAXRKPYE CLT 
7 2|8 


BOWAORED  GBogs 
185} {| i3} | 


S|PJAIRIE|C|HIAINIGIE 
ALI IMIA|TMME/LIG/A|R EM KIO! | 
NIE|S|T/SMBE| LO} Pe RR S| | {0} 
FHALA/ 
MY VisiT TO 
LAS VEGAS HAS TAKEN } 4 FROM TH CASINOS ACE 


ANoDOD TURN! Af {w' REMAINS OFAN vat 
Trot! IMAGINARY 
oreo . ANCIENT CITA | tite MOTEL? 




















Ons) | Oye) do) 7h] | oo 
ho) Co; Goy do) ST) Orpca) |) & 
o 














OTP | | Wyo! 




















—/) O/B) Co) hy} Oo] | co 


~~) | No 
ee) 








Go) | corm | BR) SP On| o 


| No) N 
oo 





|) Oo} =) ) OT) BP oo] ho] co 


7 oH, HELLO, M2. 
! <0a40! Would You 
Lice A ROOM iw my 


JUST DOWN TH’ (20A0 


? 


Airs 
ee 
Gre 


i fo, 
cee (LY a 
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GENERAC 





REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 


844-917-1990 


GENERAC 





Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 








THINGS (7) 


YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW 


ABOUT NEARLY "yy 
y EVERYTHHIkt 


ollection of Fescinoting Histor 


"rt0Pl LE FLACES on 


HAN BENZKOFE 





10 Things You Might Not 

Know About Nearly Everything 
contains a plethora of tidbits and trivia 
that will appeal to everyone, from 

history buffs to sports fans to foodies. 
From lighthearted topics such as 
misspellings and extreme eating, to 
serious subjects such as WWII and 
prison, this book leaves readers 
brighter and wittier than ever before. 


FACT #84: A cardigan worn by a man is sometimes called a mandigan. 


FACT #178 : Genuphobia is the fear of knees. 


FACT #238: Actress Marilyn Monroe colored her hair using a shade 
of blond called dirty pillow slip. 


SHOP NOW at 
TRIBUNE tribpub.com/10things 
STORE or call (866) 545-3534 















PALMER 


GARAGE DOOR 


THE BEST SAVINGS ON 
THE BEST GARAGE DOORS 
INTHE NEIGHBORHOOD 


Serving Connecticut for 32 years 





Q 0/ NO Interest. NO Payments. 


UNTIL 2023! 





Wherever you are in 
Connecticut, 
we've got your door... 


Like a good neighbor, we're there for you 
when you need us with service and 
Savings you can count on 


CERTIFIED 


Every Palmer Garage 
Door comes with our |i 
lifetime warranty 
that’s better than the 
best warranty inthe |i 
industry. 





We're More Than Doors. 
Energy Efficient Insulation ¢ Ultimate Curb Appeal 
Built Strong to Last Long 
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RAKE IN THE FALL SAVINGS 
Call 877-916-4556 


BLACK 
FRIDAY 


WEEKEND 
EVENT 


25% OFF 


YOUR PURCHASE 


Hartford Courant 


—— STORE 


SHOP NOW at 
fol Ul t-Talenete)aavaeli-ie aaler-h\, 
or call (866) 545-3534 


Offer valid through 11/28/2021. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Discount taken at checkout. No coupon necessary. 























FOOTBALL 


The power of powder puff — 


Annual Sheehan-Lyman 
Hall game still draws 
attention in 50th year 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


Sheehan High physical educa- 
tion teacher Judy Samaha coached 
softball and field hockey at cross- 
town rival Lyman Hall in Walling- 
ford. But she wanted to get more 
girls involved in sports, and she 
wanted them to get attention for 
playing a sport. 

The year was 1972. Title Ix had 


Back on 
the Road 


No event in 2020 left 
many unsettled, but 
this Thanksgiving 
Day, the race returns 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


Jim Balcome has been the 
Manchester Road Race direc- 
tor since 1978. So when he got 
up on Thanksgiving morning 
last year, the pull of the race 
was strong even though it was 
canceled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“My wife said to me at 9 
o’clock, ‘Are you going?’ ” 
Balcome said. “I said, ‘I am. I 
have to’ It’s like a compulsion.” 

It was raining hard. Balcome 
drove over to the start/finish 
line on Main Street and sat in 
his car by himself. At 10 a.m., 
he said the words he says 
every year at the race to 10,000 
people: “This is Thanksgiving 
in Manchester.” 

He saw about 40 or 50 people 
running the 4.748-mile course 
unofficially. Race officials had 
asked people not to gather 
on the course on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day because the COVID- 
19 numbers were starting to 
climb again. Instead, the race 
was run virtually, with runners 
sending in their times from 
all over the world. Olympians 
Molly Huddle and Mark Carroll 
participated, and local Olympic 
steeplechaser Donn Cabral won 
it. 

This Thursday, for the 85th 
year, the traditional Thanks- 
giving Day race will return to 
streets of Manchester, starting 
on Main Street at 10 a.m. 

“Tt’s the adrenaline of seeing 
everyone,” Manchester mayor 
Jay Moran said. “I like watch- 
ing the public works set up the 
course early in the morning. 

“IT just love it. It’s the 
community aspect, not only 
for Manchester people but you 
see people from the Hartford 
area. It’s a tradition for so many 
people. So when you don’t have 
a tradition, like last year, it’s like 
coaching a sport — when it’s 
over, you don’t know what to 
do with yourself” 

Dean Festa, a member of the 
“Plaiders,” a group of runners 
who have come to the race for 
years wearing plaid jackets 
and singing Platters songs, got 
up last Thanksgiving and ran 
4.748 miles from his house. He 
did not wear his plaid jacket. 

“TI guess depressing was the 
best word,” said Festa, 68, of 


Turn to Manchester, Page 4 
8 5th Manchester Road Race 


Thursday, 10 a.m., Main Street 
Manchester 


been signed into law that summer. 

Football always drew people’s 
attention so Samaha decided she 
would organize a powder puft foot- 
ball game between the two Wall- 
ingford schools, in which the girls 
would play a flag football game the 
day before the traditional Thanks- 
giving Day boys football game, and 
the boys would be the cheerleaders. 
Only the senior girls were allowed 
to play, and there were athletes 
and non-athletes alike. The game 
began to draw more attention than 
the boys game, with 3,000 specta- 
tors on average, and sometimes as 
many as 5,000. 
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Inside 
A look at the top Thanksgiving week 
high school football games. Page 6 


Wednesday will mark the 50th 
game of the rivalry between the 
two schools, after a week of festiv- 
ities, including an alumni cocktail 
party and an alumni game on Satur- 
day that drew 200 players, some 
dating back to the 1972 game. The 
game, which is the longest running 
powder puff contest in the country, 
will take place at Sheehan at 2 p.m. 
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UCONN MEN’S BASKETBALL 
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Lyman Hall players at the annual powder puff football game between Lyman 
Hall and Sheehan in Wallingford in 1988. Lyman Hall won, 7-2. COURTESY 
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wake on 


Arizona State head coach Bobby Hurley shouts instructions gainst Washington on Feb. 25 in Tempe, Ariz. RICK SCUTERI/AP 


SIBLING RIVALRY 


Battle 4 Atlantis tournament could end in Hurley-vs.-Hurley matchup 





UConn head coach Dan Hurley 
directs his team against Binghamton 
on Saturday in Hartford. STEPHEN 
DUNN/AP 


Up next 
No. 22 UConn vs. No. 19 Auburn 
2:30 p.m., ESPN 


m More on the game, Page 4 


GIANTS 


Offensive coordinator Garrett fired as season spirals 


By Pat Leonard 
New York Daily News 


EAST RUTHERFORD N.J. — Jason 
Garrett is out as Giants offensive coor- 
dinator, fired on Tuesday just 26 games 
into a disappointingly low-scoring exper- 


iment coaching Daniel Jones. 


Did you know? 


All new passenger cars were required to have driver 
and passenger air bags beginning with the 1998 model 


year. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


PARADISE ISLAND, Bahamas — With eight 
men’s and women’s college basketball teams gath- 
ering at Atlantis Bahamas on Paradise Island this 
week, there’s no predicting who you'll randomly see 
traversing from one hotel to another on the way to 
a meal or heading back from a go on the water slide. 

And so it was both serendipitous and perfectly 
fitting that, on his first full day in the Bahamas Tues- 
day, UConn men’s basketball coach Dan Hurley ran 
into his older brother, Bobby, head coach of Arizona 
State, walking through the casino that connects two 
hotels. 

The brothers are slammed trying to prep their 
teams for the grueling Thanksgiving tournament 
ahead, of which UConn and ASU are both part, but 
were hoping to catch up later in the day before all the 
basketball craziness officially kicks off Wednesday. 

“The best part is we’re just completely not even 
thinking about each other’s team, which is good, 


Head coach Joe Judge fired Garrett 
the day after a 30-10 Monday night loss at 
Tampa Bay because the offense’s inability 
to score points is costing the Giants (3-7) 
another season. 

“T have a lot of respect for Jason as a 
person and as a coach,” Judge said ina 
late-afternoon conference call. “He’s 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


because they’re completely on the other side of the 
bracket,” Dan said. 

The Hurleys, New Jersey legends and sons of 
Naismith Hall of Fame high school coach Bob Hurley 
Sr., previously faced off each other as college play- 
ers in the Sweet 16 of the 1992 NCAA Tournament. 
Bobby’s Duke (where he was an All-American point 
guard) took down Dan’s Seton Hall, 81-69. Thanks to 
Christian Laettner’s famous buzzer-beater in over- 
time against Kentucky the following game, the Blue 
Devils went on to win the national championship. 

While their playing careers diverged (Bobby went 
on to be drafted into the NBA), their coaching paths 
intertwined when Dan offered Bobby a position 
on his staffs at Wagner and later Rhode Island. But 
the Battle 4 Atlantis tournament is the closest the 
Hurley brothers have gotten to squaring off against 
each other from the sidelines. There are no guaran- 
tees with the teams on opposite sides of the bracket, 
so could only meet in certain scenarios, including the 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 


Inside 
Patriots: 
Could Jonnu 
Smith’s 
been a tremendous asset to me as a awaited 
young head coach. The offense’s job is to Patriots 
score points. I don’t believe we’re scoring breakout 
enough points, and it’s my job as the head come at his 
coach to make sure I give our players an old team’s 
opportunity to make more plays.” expense? 
Page 2 


Turn to Giants, Page 2 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

UConn football: 
Houston, Saturday, noon 
Patriots: Titans, Sunday, 
1).m. 

Giants: Eagles, Sunday, 
1).m. 

Jets: at Texans, Sunday, 
1.m. 

UConn MBB: vs. Auburn 
(Battle 4 Atlantis, 
Bahamas), Wednesday, 
2:30 p.m.; vs. TBA (Battle 
4 Atlantis, Bahamas), 
Thursday, time TBA; vs. 
TBA (Battle 4 Atlantis, 
Bahamas), Friday, time 
TBA 

UConn WBEB: at Seton 
Hall, Dec. 3, 7 .m.; Notre 
Dame (Gampel), Dec. 5, 
noon; at Georgia Tech, 
Dec. 9, 7 p.m. 

Celtics: Nets, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Spurs, Friday, 8:30 p.m.; at 
Raptors, Sunday, 6 p.m. 
Knicks: Suns, Friday, 
7.m.; at Hawks, 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Nets, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Nets: at Celtics, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Suns, Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Knicks, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
UConn hockey: Colgate, 
Saturday, 4 0.m.; at 
Merrimack, Dec. 3, 7 p.m.; 
Merrimack, Dec. 4,3 p.m. 
Bruins: at Sabres, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; 
Rangers, Friday, 1 .m.; 
Canucks, Sunday, 7 p.m. 
Rangers: at Islanders, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
at Bruins, Friday, 1 p.m.; 
Islanders, Sunday, 6 p.m. 
Wolf Pack: Springfield, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; at 
Springfield, Saturday, 

2 p.m.; Springfield, 

Dec. 1, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 

12 p.m.: Battle 4 Atlantis 
- Loyola-Chicago at 
Michigan State. (Live) 
ESPN 

2:30 p.m.: Battle 4 
Atlantis - Connecticut at 
Auburn. (Live) ESPN 
2:30 p.m.: Maui 
Invitational, 3rd Place 
Game. (Live) ESPN2 

5 p.m.: Battle 4 Atlantis 
-VCU at Syracuse. (Live) 
ESPN2 

6 p.m.: Cancun 
Challenge, Riviera Division 
Consolation: Teams TBA. 
(Live) CBSSN 

7 p.m.: Boston University 
at Florida State. (Live) 
ACC 

7p.m.: Xavier at lowa 
State. (Live) ESPNU 
7:30 p.m.: Nets at Celtics. 
(Live) ESPN, NBCSB, YES 
7:30 p.m.: Battle 4 
Atlantis - Baylor at 
Arizona State. (Live) 
ESPN2 

8:30 p.m.: Cancun 
Challenge, Riviera Division 
Championship. (Live) 
CBSSN 

9 p.m.: Vanderbilt at 
Pittsburgh. (Live) ACC 

9 p.m.: Maui Invitational, 
7th Place Game. (Live) 
ESPNU 

9:30 p.m.: Memphis 

at Virginia Tech. (Live) 
ESPN2 

10:05 p.m.: /6ers at 
Warriors. (Live) ESPN 
10:30 p.m.: Pepperdine 
at TCU. (Live) CBSSN 
11:30 p.m.: Maui 
Invitational, 5th Place 
Game. (Live) ESPN2 
HOCKEY 

7 p.m.: Bruins at Sabres. 
(Live), NESN. 

7 p.m.: Canadiens at 
Capitals. (Live) SPRTNET 
7 p.m.: Canucks at 
Penguins. (Live) NHL 
7:30 p.m.: Rangers at 
Islanders. (Live), MSG 

10 p.m.: Maple Leafs at 
Kings. (Live) TNT 


NBA LATE MONDAY 


vy 


Patriots tight end Jonnu Smith wasn’t disgruntled when he left Tennessee in free agency after four seasons. He was simply 





looking for a place to in his words, “start anew chapter” and make “a fresh start on the journey.” WINSLOW TOWNSON/AP 


PATRIOTS 


‘He’s locked in’ 


Could Jonnu Smith’s awaited breakout come at his old team’s expense? 


By Andrew Callahan 
Boston Herald 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Last 
month, Jonnu Smith’s teammates 
shouted from the Gillette Stadium 
rooftop his slow start was about to 
end. 

He’s going to come on, Hunter 
Henry said. 

His breakout game is coming, 
Kendrick Bourne predicted. 

Here’s what happened next: one 
reception for nine yards in a painful 
loss to Dallas. 

Since then, Smith has made six 
catches in four games, excluding one 
contest he missed with a hurt shoul- 
der. The third-highest-paid tight end 
in football is producing like a fringe 
backup. Consequently, the Patri- 
ots have begun treating him like a 
run-blocker, asking Smith to lock 
horns with defenders on 62% of his 
snaps during their ongoing 5-game 
win streak. 

Smith’s role as areceiver has dwin- 


dled to the point he’s tracking for 
fewer receptions, receiving yards and 
touchdowns than he had last season 
in Tennessee, despite now playing a 
17-game schedule. What does he make 
of his struggles? 

“It is what it is right now. I’m just 
thankful to be in the position that 
I am. That’s always been the player 
I’ve been,” Smith said Tuesday. “I 
don’t necessarily worry about the role. 
I’m not going to worry about the role. 
As players, we don’t sit here and say 
this what we’re going to do this week. 
That’s the coaches’ job. 

“Tt’s our job to go out and execute it. 
So that’s all I can worry about.” 

If Smith’s breakout finally arrives 
Sunday, his inside information on the 
Titans may pave his way. Smith spent 
the first four seasons of his career in 
Tennessee, where he developed from 
raw weapon into an all-around player. 
The Patriots visited with him before 
the 2017 draft, but failed to the pull the 
trigger before the Titans selected him 
in the third round. 


Four years later, they inked Smith to 
a 4-year, $50 million contract in free 
agency. His coaches insist they haven’t 
seen any change behind the scenes 
amid his ongoing receiving drought. 

“He’s locked in, he’s unselfish. 
And he comes to work every single 
day ready to go,” Caley said. “So I’ve 
never noticed one thing that you know 
from his preparation from his attitude, 
anything like that. I’ve been pleased 
with everything and we just got to 
continue to get better and improve 
some things.” 

Smith must elevate his game to 
crack the Titans’ defense, the NFL’s 
sixth-best at defending tight ends, per 
Football Outsiders’ opponent-and-sit- 
uation-adjusted metric DVOA. 
Reflecting on his time in Tennessee, 
Smith describe those four years as 
some of the greatest of his life. He said 
he has “all love” for the organization, 
though surely the 26-year-old would 
love for the greatest four quarters of 
his Patriots career so far to come at his 
old team’s expense Sunday. 


JETS 


Wilson returning as starting QB 


By DJ Bien-Aime II 
New York Daily News 


FLORHAM PARK, N.J. 
— Zach Wilson will be back 
under center for the Jets 
against the Texans after 
missing the last four games, 
per sources. 

The return of the rookie 
quarterback comes on the 
same day that half of Gang 
Green’s QB room landed on 
the COVID-19 list. 

But the two aren’t 
connected, sources say. 

Mike White tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19 and it is 
unknown if he’s vaccinated. 
Joe Flacco was deemed a 
close contact and is unvacci- 
nated. Flacco has to continue 
testing for five days and then 
can return tothe facility ifhe 
remains negative, per league 
COVID-19 protocols. 

Wilson is healthy and was 
going to be the starter on 
Sunday all along, according 
to sources. 

Wilson suffered a 
sprained PCL against the 
Patriots and missed four 
games. He was replaced by 
White, who did a decent job. 


Tatum, Celtics send Rockets 
to 15th straight loss, 108-90 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Jayson Tatum 
scored 30 points, Jaylen 
Brown had 19 in his return 
from missing eight games 
with an injury and the 
Boston Celtics coasted by 
Houston 108-90 on Monday 
night, sending the Rockets to 
their 15th straight loss. 

Dennis Schroder added 
18 points for Boston, which 
has won three straight and 
eight of 11. Al Horford had 
11 points and 11 rebounds. It 
was Tatum’s fourth straight 
game with 30 or more 
points. 

“We love what the young 
guys have done and the 
other guys have done in 
those roles, but obviously we 
want to be whole,” Boston 
coach Ime Udoka said. “It’s 
good to get some continu- 
ity there to see where we’re 


going to be eventually when 
we get healthy.” 

Armoni Brooks had 17 
points for Houston (1-16). 
No starter reached double- 
digit scoring. The Rock- 
ets’ only win came at home 
against Oklahoma City in 
their second game. 

“We need everybody,” 
Rockets coach Stephen Silas 
said. “We need all our start- 
ers, for sure. We need to be 
better.” 

Starting center Robert 
Williams III also returned 
for Boston after being out 
the last three games with 
a sore left knee. He had 15 
rebounds and two points. 

The Celtics (10-8) broke it 
open with al17-0 run midway 
into the third quarter, hold- 
ing the Rockets without a 
point for 6 minutes. 

Brown, sidelined with 
a right hamstring injury, 


White played well enough 
to give pause on who would 
start once Wilson was 
healthy. White threw five 
touchdowns in his first eight 
quarters with a 405-yard 
performance against the 
Bengals in an upset win. 

But White struggled 
tremendously against the 
Bills, as he tossed four inter- 
ceptions and the Jets got 
flatlined 45-17. 

Then Gang Green started 
Flacco, who they traded for 
on Oct. 25, against the Miami 
Dolphins in Week 11. Saleh 
believed Flacco would be 
better equipped to handle 
the Dolphins high blitzing 
scheme. 

Flacco proved Saleh right, 
as he went 12-for-19 for 168 
yards and two touchdowns 
against the blitz. 

Wilson could have 
returned against the Bills. 
But Saleh didn’t want to 
rush Wilson back when he 
started practicing two weeks 
ago. 

“We're going to do every- 
thing to make sure we 
protect this young man,” 
Saleh said on Monday. “So, 
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Celtics forward Jayson Tatum 
shoots while defended by 
Rockets center Alperen 
Sengun on Monday in Boston. 
CHARLES KRUPA/AP 


brought the fans to their feet 
by scoring 10 straight points. 

He had ascoop shot inthe 
lane after two free throws 
and capped his burst with 
consecutive 3s 24 seconds 
apart, the first in transition 
from the top and the second 
on the left wing. That made 
it 72-50 with 6:43 left in the 
third. 


when he is fully healthy and 
he feels like there’s no limita- 
tions in his ability to play 
football and he’s not think- 
ing about that knee, we'll get 
him out there. But he’s got to 
be 100% healthy before we 
get him out on the football 
field” 

Now Wilson is healthy 
and starting again. 

Talent was never the issue 
with the former BYU star. 
But Gang Green believes 
that sitting on the sidelines 
had a positive effect on the 
No. 2 overall pick, improv- 
ing his mental acumen as he 
watched. 

They hope he learned 
how to run the offense 
better and cut down on the 
mistakes that popped up 
often in his five starts. He 
had 1,168 yards with four 
touchdowns and nine inter- 
ceptions with a passer rating 
of 63.5, all ranked towards 
the bottom of the league. 

But: No need to panic. 
Those are typical rookie 
struggles. 

Some of Wilson’s strug- 
gles stem from adjusting to 
the speed of NFL defenses 


YANKEES 


and altering his play style. 
He is a gunslinger that was 
learning when to take shots 
and that got him into trouble 
at times. He held the ball the 
longest among quarterbacks 
at 3.10 seconds on average. 

When Wilson held the 
ball longer than 2.5 seconds, 
he had three touchdowns 
and nine interceptions with 
a passer rating of 50. Some 
of that was to push the ball 
down the field, which is 
why his intended air yards 
per attempt was 8.8, seventh 
most according to Next Gen 
Stats. There were times 
when he could have thrown 
to the checkdown, but 
looked for the big play. 

That’s where White and 
Wilson differed. White 
played within the offensive 
structure on a more consis- 
tent basis. When the first 
read wasn’t there, he would 
hit his checkdown; that’s 
why receiving produc- 
tion from running backs 
Michael Carter and Ty John- 
son increased. Similarly, 
White’s intended air yards 
per attempt was a more 
modest 6.2. 


Giants 


from Page 1 


Garrett’s firing first was 
reported by the Daily News. 
He lasted nine-plus years as 
the Dallas Cowboys’ head 
coach but couldn’t finish two 
seasons as Judge’s OC in New 
York. 

He leaves the Giants 
ranked 25th in points per 
game (18.9), 23rd in yards 
(322.8) and last in red zone 
efficiency (44%), with a 
league-low 42 offensive 
touchdowns since the start 
of 2020. 

So ends the arranged 
marriage of sorts between 
Judge and Garrett, who had 
such strong support from 
the owning Mara family that 
he was scheduled to inter- 
view for the head coaching 
vacancy in January 2020 
before Judge got the job. 

“Today is certainly disap- 
pointing,’ Garrett said in a 
classy statement released 
through the Giants. “But I 
want to say how truly grate- 
ful I am to the Mara and the 
Tisch families for giving me 
the opportunity to coach for 
their New York Giants. They 
represent all that is good 
about the NFL.” 

Garrett also thanked the 
Giants’ coaches, staff and 
players, wished them all the 
best, and acknowledged “the 
bottom-line results weren’t 
what we wanted.” 

The Giants were 3lst in 
both points (17.5) and yards 
(299.6) per game in 2020 
before this season also sput- 
tered despite more invest- 
ments in offensive weapons 
like Kenny Golladay and 
Kadarius Toney. 

“One of the things that 
motivated me to accept this 
position was the opportunity 
to help rebuild the Giants into 
a contending team,” Garrett 
added. “We knew there 
would be many challenges. 
My expectations for our 
offense were much greater 
than what our results have 
been, and I accept full respon- 
sibility for that.” 

Judge said “everything’s on 
the table” to formulate anew 
offense now, including Judge 
possibly calling some plays in 
games himself. Senior offen- 
sive assistant Freddie Kitch- 
ens is expected to take over 
primary play-calling duties 
beginning Sunday afternoon 
against the visiting Philadel- 
phia Eagles (5-6). 

Judge insisted the Giants 
will work “collaboratively” 
on each week’s game plan, 
with Judge, Kitchens, quar- 
terback coach Jerry Schup- 
linski and wide receivers 
coach Tyke Tolbert among 
those involved. 

But when Judge described 
Kitchens’ strengths as an 
offensive mind, he painted 
a clear picture of what he’s 
looking for that Garrett 
wasn’t consistently providing. 

“What I like about Freddie 
is Freddie has a very aggres- 
sive approach to the game,” 
Judge said. “I think he’s done 
a good job using his players 
and creating matchups and 
situations where they can 
have success. 

“T think he calls it with a 
degree of multiples and vari- 
ables which present prob- 
lems for opponents,” the 
head coach continued. “And 
he sees it through the lens of 
the player, in terms of creat- 
ing plays for the player.” 

Anything to help Jones 
especially. The third-year 
quarterback regressed with 
two interceptions on Monday 
and now hasa pathetic 11 total 
TDs and 10 turnovers in 10 
games this season. 


Shoring up rotation will cost big money 


By Matthew Roberson 


New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — At this point in Major 
League Baseball’s hot stove period, starting 
pitchers are hogging all the good burners. 

The deals given to starting pitchers so far 
fall basically into two categories: shorter 
prove-it deals for the ones who had recent 
spats with injuries or plain old bad perfor- 
mance, and longer, possible overpays from 
teams that are desperate to fill their rotation 
and serious about competing. 

Consider the Toronto Blue Jays, who 
gave Jose Berrios the biggest contract of 
the offseason so far. Berrios only had to wait 
until Nov. 16 to finalize his extension with 
the Blue Jays, and with $131 million coming 
his way over the next seven years, that likely 
wasn’t a very hard decision for the 27-year- 
old to make. For the Detroit Tigers, getting 
Eduardo Rodriguez was a step toward 
legitimacy. The five-year, $77 million deal 
they shelled out for the former Boston lefty 
signals Detroit’s entry at the pay-to-play 
table. The Tigers, in direct opposition to 
many of their reluctant contemporaries, 
understand that winning in this league takes 


spending money. 


The Yankees, a franchise used to spend- 
ing money, will clearly have to do so if they 
want to fortify their rotation behind Gerrit 


Cole. Knowing that their ex-fling Andrew 
Heaney got $8.5 million from the Dodgers 
on a “we can fix him” deal, the Yankees or 
any other team would likely pay $10 million 
on asimilar contract for someone like Dylan 
Bundy or Yusei Kikuchi. Bundy and Kikuchi 
each struggled in 2021, but they were better 
than Heaney was in pinstripes and possess 
better stuff than the Yankees’ awful addition. 

Rodriguez’s arrangement with the Tigers 
means that ifthe Yankees want to shop inthe 
more expensive wing of the store, they better 
be ready to add three digits in the “millions” 
section. Kevin Gausman and Marcus Stro- 
man (who seemingly doesn’t have any 
interest in beinga Yankee) both threw more 
innings than Rodriguez last year and had 
better numbers in several important statis- 
tical categories. Free agent Robbie Ray was 
literally voted the best pitcher in the Amer- 
ican League. 

While all of them are older than Rodri- 
guez, their well-timed contract years paired 
with Rodriguez’s financial come up creates a 
circumstance where all three should right- 


fully campaign for $100 million. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT’ GB 
Brooklyn 12 & «22 — 
Boston 10 8 .556 3 
Philadelphia 10 8 .556 3 
New York 9 8 .529 3% 
Toronto 8 10 .444 5 
SOUTHEAST Ww L PCT’ GB 
Miami 11 6. .647 — 
Washington 11 6 .647 - 
Charlotte 11 8 .579 1 
Atlanta 9 9 .500 2% 
Orlando 4 14 .222 7% 
CENTRAL W L PCT’ GB 
Chicago 12 6. .667 — 
Milwaukee 10 8 .556 2 
Cleveland 9 9 .500 3 
Indiana 8 11 .421 4% 
Detroit 4 12 .250 T 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST W L PCT’ GB 
Dallas 9 7 .563 _ 
Memphis 9 8 529 
San Antonio 4 12 .250 5 
New Orleans 3 16 .158 7% 
Houston 1 16 .059 8% 
NORTHWEST W L PCT’ GB 
Utah 11 6. .647 _ 
Denver 9 8 .529 2 
Portland 9 8 .529 2 
Minnesota 8 9 .471 3 
Oklahoma City 6 11 .353 5 
PACIFIC W L PCT’ GB 
Golden State 15 2. .882 — 
Phoenix 14 3 .824 1 
L.A. Clippers 10 7 .588 5 
L.A. Lakers 9 9 .500 6% 
Sacramento 6 12 .333 9% 
TUESDAY’S RESULTS 


Miami at Detroit, late 

L.A. Lakers at New York, late 
Denver at Portland, late 
Dallas at L.A. Clippers, late 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Charlotte at Orlando, 7p.m. 

L.A. Lakers at Indiana, 7p.m. 
Phoenix at Cleveland, 7p.m. 
Brooklyn at Boston, 7:30p.m. 
Chicago at Houston, 8p.m. 

Detroit at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 

Miami at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Toronto at Memphis, 8p.m. 

Utah at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
Washington at New Orleans, 8p.m. 
Atlanta at San Antonio, 8:30p.m. 
Philadelphia at Golden State, 10p.m. 
Portland at Sacramento, 10p.m. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 


Brooklyn 117, Cleveland 112 
Charlotte 109, Washington 103 
Atlanta 113, Oklahoma City 101 
Boston 108, Houston 90 

Indiana 109, Chicago 77 
Milwaukee 123, Orlando 92 
Minnesota 110, New Orleans 96 
Phoenix 115, San Antonio 111 
Memphis 119, Utah 118 
Philadelphia 102, Sacramento 94 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL WEDNESDAY 


FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
at FIU 12% (1422) N.Dakota 
Michigan St. 3 (139) atLoyola (Chi) 
at UConn 2% (142) Auburn 
atE.Michigan 1 (150%) W.|Illinois 
at UTSA 3% (141) Lamar 
Cal Poly 7% (135) at Idaho 
at Air Force 9 (127) Denver 
Syracuse 7 (133) at VCU 
at Utah Valley 2 (139) Nicholls St. 
at Michigan 22% (129) Tarleton 
Princeton E (145) at Monmouth 
at Xavier 8 (135) lowaState 
Baylor 11 (1461) at Arizona St. 
at La. Tech 18¥%2 (138%) La-Monroe 
at SMU 14% (141) S.Houston 
CS Fullerton 6% (145) atN. Arizona 
at Texas 232 (140) Cal Baptist 
Vanderbilt 3 (133) at Pittsburgh 
at UNC-Wilm. 3. (133) So. Miss. 
at Montana5(142’2) UC San Diego 
Memphis 1 (140%) at Va. Tech 
TCU 10 (137%) atPepperdine 
at SantaClara 4% (142%) Fresno St. 
NBA WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U§ UNDERDOG 
Phoenix 7 (off) atCleveland 
at Orlando off (off) Charlotte 
at Indiana off (off) LA Lakers 
at Boston off (off) Brooklyn 
at Okla. City off (off) Utah 
at Houston off (off) Chicago 
at Minnesota off (off) Miami 
atMemphis off (off) Toronto 
at Milwaukee 14 (214%) Detroit 
at New Orleans off (off) Washington 
Atlanta 4 (2212) atSan Antonio 
Portland 22 (224) atSacramento 
atGoldenSt. off (off) Philadelphia 
NHL WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
Boston -236 at Buffalo +191 
at Florida -178 Philadelphia +147 
Minnesota -127 at New Jersey +106 
at Pittsburgh -207 Vancouver +170 
at Washington -204 Montreal +168 
Winnipeg -127 atColumbus +105 
St. Louis -135 at Detroit +114 
NY Rangers’ -115 atNyY Islanders -105 
at Nashville -123 Vegas +103 
atColorado -231 Anaheim +187 
Toronto -161 atLos Angeles +137 
Carolina -151 at Seattle +127 
Edmonton -234 atArizona +187 
at San Jose -172 Ottawa +146 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL THURSDAY 


FAVORITE 
Fresno St. TY 
at Miss St. 1% 


at Texas 3 

Ohio 5” 
at C. Michigan 8% 
Boise State 22 
Utah State 15% 


lowa 1% 
at UAB 13% 
at UCF 18% 
Cincinnati 14 


atArkansas 14% 
at Air Force 17% 
Co. Carolina 15 


at Utah 232 
atlowa State 15 
at NC State 6 
Washington St. 1 
Navy 12% 
Ohio State 8 
Maryland 1% 
at Florida 3 
at Baylor 14% 
at Kent State 1 
Georgia 35 
Houston 32% 
at Liberty 3% 
Wake Forest 4% 
at Toledo 28/2 
Miami 21% 
Louisiana Tech 3'%2 
at Arkansas St. 2 


at GeorgiaSt. 6% 
UTSA 10% 
at Old Dominion 9% 
atAppalSt.. 24% 
at N. Mexico St.6%2 


at So. Miss. 10% 
at Wyoming 10 
at Illinois 6% 
Penn State 1 
at Oregon 7 
at Purdue 15 
Alabama 19% 
at Marshall 1 


at Tennessee 31% 
at Virginia 7 


at ArizonaSt. 20 
Wisconsin 7 
at SMU 6% 


Texas A&M 6% 
West Virginia 15% 
at FAU 3% 
at Memphis 6 
at Oklahom St. 4 
at Louisville 3 
Clemson 11% 
Pittsburgh 13 
Notre Dame 19 


Nevada 4 
at UCLA T 
BYU T 
NFL WEEK 12 
FAVORITE SP 
Chicago 3 
at Dallas 7” 
Buffalo 5 


Tampa Bay 3 
at Houston 22 
Philadelphia 3% 
Carolina 1% 
atNewEng. 6% 
at Cincinnati 4% 
Atlanta 1 
LA Chargers 3 
at Green Bay 1 
at San Fran. 3 
at Baltimore 3% 


at Washington 1 


SP O/U UNDERDOG 
(52%) atsan Jose St 
(62) Mississippi 
FRIDAY 

(52%) Kansas State 
(48/2) at Bowl. Green 
64) _E. Michigan 
(44/2) atS. Diego St. 
(49%) atN.Mexico 
(41) atNebraska 
(50%) UTEP 
(62) South Florida 
(58) atE. Carolina 
Missouri 

UNLV 
(562) at S. Alabama 
(52%) Colorado 
(58%) TCU 
(62%) N. Carolina 
(431%) at Washington 

SATURDAY 

(43%) atTemple 
(64%) at Michigan 
(53) at Rutgers 
(59) Florida St. 
(52) Texas Tech 
(65%) Miami (Ohio) 
(54%) atGa. Tech 


“~ 


(56) at UConn 
(5312) Army 
(64) at Bosto nColl. 
(5712) Akron 
(6812) at Duke 
(5212) at Rice 
(61%) Texas State 
(49%) Troy 


(59%) atN. Texas 
(56) Charlotte 


(55%) Ga. Southern 
(5812) UMass 
(4512) FIU 
(48) Hawaii 
(43/2) Northwestern 
(511%) at Michigan St. 
(61) Oregon State 
(5012) Indiana 
(55%)  atAuburn 
(74/2) W. Kentucky 
(62%) Vanderbilt 
(6212) Virginia Tech 
(5212) Arizona 
(39) at Minnesota 
(62) Tulsa 
(4512) at LSU 
(55%)  atKansas 
(49%) Mid Tenn. 
(58) Tulane 
(50%) Oklahoma 


(57) Kentucky 
(43) atS. Carolina 
(58) atSyracuse 
(52%) at Stanford 


(55%) at Colorado St 
(57%) California 
(6412) at USC 

THURSDAY 
0/U UNDERDOG 
(41%)  atDetroit 
(50%) Las Vegas 
(45%) atNew Orleans 

SUNDAY 

(51%) at Indpls 
(4412) NY Jets 
(46) atNY Giants 
(4212) at Miami 


(44%) Tennessee 
(45) Pittsburgh 
(4612) at Jacksnvile 
(47%)  atDenver 
LA Rams 
(48) Minnesota 
(46) Cleveland 

MONDAY 
(4612) Seattle 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


Pittsburgh 18 8 
Philadelphia 16 8 
New Jersey 16 8 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 1813 23 29 71 47 
Toronto 20 13 61 27 51 45 
Tampa Bay 1710 43 23 55 52 
Detroit 20 8 93 19 54 67 
Boston 15 9 60 18 46 43 
Buffalo 18 7 92 16 53 61 
Montreal 20 5132 12 44 70 
Ottawa 164111 9 41 59 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 1714 21 29 57 34 
Washington 1911 35 27 64 44 
N.Y.Rangers 1811 43 25 51 51 
Columbus 1610 60 20 57 51 

6 4 

5 3 

5 3 
N.Y. Islanders15 5 82 12 31 47 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Minnesota 1811 6 23 64 59 
St. Louis 18 10 6 22 61 49 
Winnipeg 18 9 5 22 55 48 
Nashville 18 10 7 21 50 50 
Colorado 15 9 5 19 61 49 
Dallas 16 7 7 16 43 51 
Chicago 18 6 10 14 40 58 
Arizona 19 4 13 10 34 69 
PACIFIC GP WL 


Calgary 19 11 
Edmonton 17 13 
Anaheim 19 10 
Vegas 19 11 
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San Jose 18 9 19 46 51 
LosAngeles 18 8 19 47 46 
Vancouver 19 61 14 46 62 
Seattle 18 51 11 52 68 
TUESDAY’S RESULTS 


Philadelphia at Tampa Bay, late 
Edmonton at Dallas, late 
Chicago at Calgary, late 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Boston at Buffalo, 7p.m. 
Minnesota at New Jersey, 7p.m. 
Montreal at Washington, 7p.m. 
Philadelphia at Florida, 7p.m. 
Vancouver at Pittsburgh, 7p.m. 
Winnipeg at Columbus, 7p.m. 
N.Y. Rangers at NY. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
St. Louis at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Vegas at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Anaheim at Colorado, 9p.m. 
Carolina at Seattle, 10p.m. 
Edmonton at Arizona, 10p.m. 
Toronto at Los Angeles, 10p.m. 
Ottawa at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Columbus 7, Buffalo 4 

St. Louis 5, Vegas 2 
Nashville 3, Anaheim 2 
Pittsburgh 3, Winnipeg 1 
Colorado 7, Ottawa 5 

San Jose 2, Carolina 1(OT) 


MLS PLAYOFFS 

EAST FIRST ROUND 

Tue: #3 Nashville vs. #6 Orlando, late 
WEST FIRST ROUND 

Tue.;: #2 Seattle vs. #7 Real Salt Lake, late 


EAST CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS 
Sunday: Nas/Orl vs. #7 Phila., 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 30: #1 NE vs. #4 NYCFC, 7:30 p.m. 
WEST CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS 

Thu: #1 Colo. vs. #4 Portland, 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: #3 SKC vs. Sea/Salt Lake, TBA 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Arsenal vs. Newcastle, 7:30a.m. 
Crystal Palace vs. Aston Villa, 10a.m. 
Liverpool vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 
Norwich vs. Wolverhampton, 10a.m. 
Brighton vs. Leeds, 12:30p.m. 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
NewEngland 7 4 0. .636 300 177 
Buffalo 6 4 0 .600 295 176 
Miami 4 7 0 .364 201 269 
N.Y. Jets 2 8 OO .200 178 320 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tennessee 8 3 0. .727 291 254 
Indianapolis 6 5 0 .545 309 245 
Houston 2 8 O .200 150 271 
Jacksonville 2 8 0. .200 159 262 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Baltimore 7 3 #O- .700 247 230 
Cincinnati 6 4 0O .600 268 216 
Pittsburgh 5 4 1. .550 214 226 
Cleveland 6 5 0 .545 244 251 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Kansas City 7 4 0. .636 281 250 
L.A.Chargers 6 4 0. .600 260 265 
Denver 5 5 0 .500 200 183 
Las Vegas 5 5 0 .500 223 262 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
Dallas 7 3 OO .700 293 214 
Philadelphia 5 6 0 .455 297 260 
Washington 4 6 0. .400 212 267 
N.Y. Giants 3 7 O .300 189 246 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Tampa Bay 7 3 O- .700 309 222 
New Orleans 5 5 0O- .500 251 218 
Carolina 5 6 0 .455 226 220 
Atlanta 4 6 0 .400 178 288 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
Green Bay 8 3 O. .727 247 214 
Minnesota 5 5 0 .500 255 242 
Chicago 3 7 O .300 163 240 
Detroit 0 9 1. .050 160 273 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
Arizona 9 2 0O .818 310 202 
L.A. Rams 7 3 O .700 271 227 
SanFrancisco 5 5 OQ .500 246 222 
Seattle 3 7 O .300 194 209 
WEEK 12 

THURSDAY’S GAMES 


Chicago at Detroit, 12:30p.m. 

Las Vegas at Dallas, 4:30p.m. 
Buffalo at New Orleans, 8:20p.m. 
SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Jacksonville, 1p.m. 
Carolina at Miami, 1p.m. 

N.Y. Jets at Houston, 1p.m. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 1p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Indianapolis, 1p.m. 
Tennessee at New England, 1p.m. 
L.A. Chargers at Denver, 4:05p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Green Bay, 4:25p.m. 
Minnesota at San Francisco, 4:25p.m. 
Cleveland at Baltimore, 8:20p.m. 
MONDAY’S GAME 

Seattle at Washington, 8:15p.m. 
Off: Kansas City, Arizona 


LATE MONDAY: 

TAMPA BAY 30, N.Y. GIANTS 10 

N.Y. Giants 3 7 0 0 — 10 
Tampa Bay 7 10 10 3 — 30 
First Quarter 

TB: Godwin 13pass from Brady (Succop 
kick), 11:03. 

NYG: FG Gano 37, 4:04. 

Second Quarter 


TB: FG Succop 25, 11:16. 

NYG: Thomas 2pass from D.Jones 
(Gano kick), 9:14. 

TB: R.Jones 6run (Succop kick), 5:06. 
Third Quarter 

TB: Evans 5pass from Brady (Succop 
kick), 7:31. 

TB: FG Succop 40, 3:53. 


Fourth Quarter 

TB: FG Succop 30, 7:44. 

TEAM STATS NYG TB 
First downs 15 29 
Total net yards 215 402 
Rushes-yards 13-66 27-94 
Passing 149 308 
Punt returns 0-0 1-9 
Kickoff returns 0-0 4-46 
Interceptions ret. 1-10 2-0 
Comp-att-int 23-39-2 32-48-1 
Sacked-yards lost 2-18 1-10 
Punts 4-48.25 3-45.333 
Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 4-30 6-39 
Time of possession 24:21 35:39 


RUSHING: NY Giants, Barkley 6-25, Ross 
1-16, Booker 3-15, Jones 3-10. Tampa 
Bay, Fournette 10-35, Jones 8-33, Evans 
1-10, Brady 1-10, Godwin 1-7, Vaughn 
3-4, Gabbert 2-(- 2), Perriman 1-(- 3). 
PASSING: NY. Giants, Jones 23-38-2- 
167, Toney 0-1-0-0. Tampa Bay, Brady 
30-46-1-307, Gabbert 2-2-0-11. 
RECEIVING: N.Y. Giants, Toney 7-40, 
Barkley 6-31, Slayton 4-37, Engram 
2-12, Rudolph 1-28, Golladay 1-12, 
Booker 1-5, Thomas 1-2. Tampa Bay, 
Evans 6-73, Gronkowski 6-71, Godwin 
6-65, Fournette 6-39, Brate 2-27, Perri- 
man 2-19, Howard 1-10, Johnson 1-8, 
Bernard 1-3, Darden 1-3. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


1. Georgia 11-0 
3.Alabama_ 10-1 
5.Michigan 10-1 


2. Ohio State 10-1 
4. Cincinnati 11-0 
6. Notre Dame 10-1 


7. Oklahoma St.10-1 8. Baylor 9-2 


9. Mississippi 9-2 
11. Oregon 9-2 
13. BYU 9-2 
15. Texas A&M 8-3 
17. Pittsburgh 9-2 
19. Utah 8-3 


10. Oklahoma 10-1 
12. Michigan St.9-2 
14. Wisconsin 8-3 
16. lowa 9-2 
18. Wake Forest 9-2 
20.NC State 8-3 


21. San Diego State 10-1 


22. UTSA 11-0 


23.Clemson = 8-3 
24.Houston 10-1 25.Arkansas 7-4 
(Subject to change) 

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Buffalo (4-7) at Ball State (5-6), late 

W. Michigan (6-5) at N. Illinois (8-3), late 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Tuskegee (0-1) at Alabama St. (4-6), 3 p.m. 
Fresno St. (8-3) at S. Jose St. (5-6), 3:30 p.m. 
Mississippi (9-2) at at Miss. St. (7-4), 7:30 p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Ohio (3-8) at Bowling Green (3-8), noon 
Kansas St. (7-4) at Texas (4-7), noon 

E. Mich. (7-4) at C. Mich. (7-4), noon 
Boise St. (7-4) at S. Diego St. (10-1), noon 
lowa (9-2) at Nebraska (3-8), 1:30p.m. 
Utah St. (8-3) at N. Mexico (3-8), 1p.m. 
UTEP (7-4) at UAB (7-4), 2p.m. 

S. Florida (2-9) at UCF (7-4), 3:30p.m. 
Co. Carolina (9-2) at S. Ala.(5-6), 3:30 p.m. 
Cincinnati (11-0) at E. Carolina (7-4), 3:30 p.m. 
Missouri (6-5) at Arkansas (7-4), 3:30 p.m. 
UNLV (2-9) at Air Force (8-3), 3:30p.m. 
Colorado (4-7) at Utah (8-3), 4p.m. 

TCU (5-6) at lowa St. (6-5), 4:30p.m. 

N. Carolina (6-5) at NC State (8-3), 7 p.m. 
Wash. St. (6-5) at Washington (4-7), 8 p.m. 


3RD ANNUAL ALL-MLB TEAMS 
FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 


CATCHER 

Salvador Perez, KC Buster Posey, SF 
FIRST BASE 

Vlad. Guerrero Jr., Tor +Freddie Freeman, Atl 
SECOND BASE 

Marcus Semien, Tor Ozzie Albies, Atl 
SHORTSTOP 

Fernando Tatis Jr, SD Trea Turner, LAD 
THIRD BASE 

Austin Riley, Atl 
DESIGNATED HITTER 
Shohei Ohtani, LAA Yordan Alvarez, Hou 
OUTFIELD 

Juan Soto, Was Nick Castellanos, Cin 
Bryce Harper, Phi Kyle Tucker, Hou 
Aaron Judge, NYY Teo. Hernandez, Tor 
STARTING PITCHERS 


Rafael Devers, Bos 


Max Scherzer, LAD 
Corbin Burnes, Mil 
Walker Buehler, LAD 


Shohei Ohtani, LAA 
Julio Urias, LAD 
Kevin Gausman, SF 


Robbie Ray, Tor 
Gerrit Cole, NYY 
RELIEF PITCHERS 
Josh Hader, Mil Raisel Iglesias, LAA 
Liam Hendriks, ChW_ Kenley Jansen, LAD 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. Gonzaga (5-0) vs. #2 UCLA. Next: vs. 
#5 Duke, Friday. 

2. UCLA (5-0) vs. #1 Gonzaga. Next: at 
UNLV, Saturday. 

3. Purdue (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Omaha, Friday. 

4. Kansas (3-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
North Texas, Thursday. 

5. Duke (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. #1 
Gonzaga, Friday. 

6. Baylor (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Arizona State, Wednesday. 

7. Villanova (3-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
La Salle, Sunday. 

8. Texas (3-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
California Baptist, Wednesday. 

9. Memphis (4-0) did not play. Next: at 
Virginia Tech, Wednesday. 

10. Alabama (4-0) did not play. Next: at 
lona, Thursday. 

10. Kentucky (4-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. North Florida, Friday. 

12. Houston (4-1) lost to Wisconsin 
65-63. Next: vs. TBD, Wednesday. 

13. Arkansas (4-0) vs. Cincinnati. Next: 
vs. Penn, Sunday. 

14. Illinois (3-2) beat Kansas St 72-64. 
Next: vs. Texas Rio Grande, Friday. 

15. Tennessee (3-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Tennessee Tech, Friday. 

16. St. Bonaventure (5-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Northern lowa, Saturday. 

17. Arizona (5-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Sacramento State, Saturday. 

18. BYU (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas Southern, Wednesday. 

19. Auburn (3-0) did not play. Next: at 
#23 UConn, Wednesday. 

20. Michigan (3-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Tarleton State, Wednesday. 

21. Seton Hall (3-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. California, Wednesday. 

22. UConn (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
#21 Auburn, Wednesday. 

23. Florida (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Ohio State, Wednesday. 

24. Southern Cal (4-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Saint Joseph’s, Thursday. 

25. Xavier (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
lowa State, Wednesday. 


TUESDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Drexel 67, Charlotte 55 

Kent St. 77, George Washington 69 
Merrimack 75, Hartford 60 

Middle Tennessee 60, Rider 54 
New Hampshire 84, Quinnipiac 69 
Northwestern 78, Georgia 62 
Stephen F. Austin 79, Buffalo 78 
Towson 76, Penn 61 

UMBC 98, American U. 67 

SOUTH 

Appalachian State 57, Akron 45 
Chattanooga 100, Covenant 39 
Liberty 59, Bethune-Cookman 51 
Mercer 78, Bucknell 68 

NC Central 110, Warren Wilson 32 
Norfolk St. 95, Regent University 20 
North Carolina 72, UNC-Asheville 53 
Tennessee Tech 88, Lipscomb 77 
Toledo 68, Tulane 67 

MIDWEST 

Bellarmine 76, Cent. Michigan 69 
Bowling Green 82, Milwaukee 68 
IUPUI 61, Spalding 42 

James Madison 78, Wright St. 76 
Miami (Ohio) 99, Defiance 47 
Oakland 76, Rice 73 

Texas A&M 57, Butler 50 

Vermont 58, Evansville 49 
SOUTHWEST 

Wisconsin 65, Houston 63 

WEST 

Fresno State 70, Pepperdine 63 
Murray St. 80, Long Beach State 43 
S. Utah 88, Yale 85, OT 


Max Fried, Atl 
Zack Wheeler, Phi 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. South Carolina (6-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Elon, Friday. 

2. Maryland (6-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
#5 NC State, Thursday. 

3. UConn (3-1) did not play. Next: at 
Seton Hall, Dec. 3. 

4. Indiana (4-0) did not play. Next: at #7 
Stanford, Thursday. 

5. NC State (4-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 3 Maryland, Thursday. 

6. Baylor (3-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Fordham, Thursday. 

7. Stanford (3-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
#4 Indiana, Thursday. 

8. lowa (4-0) did not play. Next: at 
Duke, Dec. 2. 

9. Arizona (4-0) did not play. Next: 
Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

10. Louisville (3-1) at Cal Poly. Next: at 
Colorado State, Sunday. 

11. Tennessee (4-0) did not play. Next: 
Oklahoma St., Saturday. 

12. Michigan (5-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. #16 Oregon State, Friday. 

13. lowa St. (4-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Charlotte, Friday. 

14. Texas (3-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Cal St. Northridge, Saturday. 

15. Oregon (3-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
UC-Davis, Dec. 1. 

16. Oregon St. (3-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. #12 Michigan, Friday. 

17. Florida St. (4-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. BYU, Thursday. 

18. South Florida (4-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Stanford, Friday. 

19. UCLA (3-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Kent St., Friday. 

20. Kentucky (3-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. La Salle, Saturday. 

21. Ohio State (4-0) beat Bellarmine 
110-58. Next: vs. Cincinnati, Saturday. 
22. West Virginia (3-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Purdue, Thursday. 

23. Texas A&M (4-0) did not play. Next: 
Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

24.Virginia Tech (5-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Missouri St., Friday. 

25. Fla. Gulf Coast (5-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Tennessee Tech, Friday. 
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It’s easy to imagine three-time NFL MVP Aaron Rodgers moving on from the Packers after this 
season and landing with the Broncos, who boast a strong group of receivers. JIM MONE/AP 


Maenetic effect at 
work for Broncos 


Recent signings, strong finish 
may draw top QB to Denver 


By Arnie Stapleton 


Associated Press 


ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — George Paton 
swears that committing $90 million to wide 
receivers Courtland Sutton and Tim Patrick 
over the weekend wasn’t about making 
the Broncos an attractive landing pad for a 
veteran quarterback in 2022. 

“No, we’re just trying to get better as a foot- 
ball team and win games,” the Broncos’ first- 
year general manager insisted Monday. 

The extensions mean the Broncos’ top 
four receivers — Patrick, Sutton, Jerry 
Jeudy and KJ Hamler — are under contract 
through 2023. 

And that fact could certainly help lure a 
veteran QB to Denver and jolt the Broncos 
back into relevancy like Peyton Manning did 
in 2012. 

Another magnet? A strong finish, so that 
the Broncos (5-5), even if they miss the play- 
offs again, can show they’re on the verge of 
breaking out of their prolonged funk that 
dates to Manning’s retirement in 2016. 

“Everything’s right in front of us,” Patrick 
said. “We have five conference games left. 
We win those game and we're in the playoffs. 
Why would you look into the offseason when 
all we’ve got to do is win our conference and 
we're in the playofts?” 

The top QB candidates for a change of 
scenery all have some heavy baggage: 

Aaron Rodgers missed the entire offsea- 
son in a beef with Packers management and 
returned to Green Bay witha heavy hint that 
this would be his farewell season in Wiscon- 
sin. He led the Packers to a terrific start, but 
a COVID-19 infection sidelined him for a 
showdown against the Chiefs and revealed 
his deception about being vaccinated, which 
led to the NFL fining him and the Packers. 

Although the Packers are 8-3, Rodgers, who 
turns 38 next month, said after the Packers’ 
34-31 road loss to the Vikings on Sunday that a 
toe injury that prevented him from practicing 
very much last week was aggravated. 

Deshaun Watson started asking for a trade 
from the Texans right after the 2020 season 
ended, but about two months later a flurry of 


IN BRIEF 


sexual assault and misconduct cases during 
massages came to light. 

Watson, 26, hasn’t been charged with a 
crime and has denied all wrongdoing. 

Russell Wilson, who turns 33 next week, 
also seems ready for asecond chapter to his 
career. But he hasn’t thrown a touchdown 
pass in his two games since rushing back 
from a severe injury to his middle finger on 
his throwing hand that required surgery 
and forced him to miss several games. 


Power rankings 

The Associated Press Pro32 NFL Power 
Rankings, as voted by a 12-member panel, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Monday, total points 

based on 32 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 32nd-place vote, and 
previous ranking: 


Rank, team WL T Pts Pv 
1.Arizona Cardinals (11) 9 2 O 383 4 
2. Green Bay Packers 8 3 0 357 1 

3. Tampa Bay Buccaneers 7 3 O 353 6 
4. Kansas City Chiefs 7 4 0 340 10 
5. Tennessee Titans(1) 8 3 O 333 2 

6.NewEnglandPatriots 7 4 O 324 8 
7. Baltimore Ravens 7 3 0 307 9 
8. Dallas Cowboys 7 3 0 305 3 

9. Los Angeles Rams 7 3 0 301 7 

10. Buffalo Bills 6 4 0 2/72 5 

11. Indianapolis Colts 6 5 0 263 15 
11.Los Angeles Chargers 6 4 O 263 TI 
13. Cincinnati Bengals 6 4 0 248 13 
14. Cleveland Browns 6 5 0 210 T7 
15. Minnesota Vikings 5 5 O 203 19 
16.SanFrancisco49ers 5 5 O 199 22 
17. Pittsburgh Steelers 5 4 1 196 12 
18.PhiladelohiaEagles 5 6 O 179 21 
19. New Orleans Saints 5 5 O 169 14 
20. Las Vegas Raiders 5 5 0 lol 15 
21. Carolina Panthers 5 6 O 142 18 
22. Denver Broncos 5 5 O 139 20 
23. Washington 4 6 0 137 25 
24. Miami Dolphins 4 7 0 102 27 
25. Atlanta Falcons 460 97 23 
26. Seattle Seahawks 3 7 0 92 24 
2/7. Chicago Bears 3 7 0 74 26 
28. New York Giants 3 7 0 66 27 
29. Houston Texans 28 0 46 32 
30.JacksonvilleJaguars 2 8 O 34 29 
31. New York Jets 2 8 0 26 30 
32. Detroit Lions 09 1 15 3] 


Thompson practices with Warriors 


News services 


In due time, Klay Thompson is counting 
on more 37-point quarters and other scor- 
ing outbursts from himself, like the time he 
made 14 3-pointers in a game. 

Not that the Warriors star is “a numbers 
guy” the way he used to be, before a pair of 
devastating injuries. 

“I plan on doing that again, but who 
knows when? It’s tough to say?’ Thompson 
said. 

Thompson resumed five-on-five, full- 
court scrimmaging Tuesday in a key step 
as he makes his comeback from surgery last 
November for a torn right Achilles tendon 
following a season sidelined after having the 
ACL in his left knee repaired. 

Warriors coach Steve Kerr said the team 
will have a better idea in a few weeks as to 
when Thompson might be ready to play in 
a game, 


Baseball: The White Sox signed right- 
handed reliever Kendall Graveman, 30, 
to a three-year, $24 million deal, ESPN 
reported. ... Bill Virdon, the 1955 NL rookie 
of the year as an outfielder for the Pirates 
who later won manager of the year awards 
in both leagues, died. He was 90. 


College basketball: Johnny Davis scored a 
career-high 30 points and Wisconsin (4-1) 
beat No. 12 Houston 65-63 in the Maui 
Invitational semifinals in Las Vegas. The 
Cougars erased a 20-point halftime deficit 
and cut Wisconsin’s lead to two on Kyler 
Edwards’ 3-pointer with 40 seconds left. 
With the final possession, Jamal Shead 
drove baseline and passed to Edwards, 
who wasn’t expecting the feed, costing the 
Cougars (4-1) a chance at a final attempt. 


College football: Penn State and coach 
James Franklin agreed to a new 10-year 
contract that will guarantee him at least 
$75 million through 2031. Franklin, 49, is 
67-32 at Penn State with seven bow] appear- 
ances and a Big Ten title in his eight seasons. 
... Liberty and coach Hugh Freeze agreed 
to a contract extension through the 2028 
season that will make him one of the high- 
est-paid non-Power Five coaches, ESPN 
reported. The 52-year-old Freeze’s total 
financial package would average more than 
$4 million per year. 


NFL: The Giants fired offensive coordi- 
nator Jason Garrett a day after the team’s 
30-10 loss to the Buccaneers. Garrett, the 
former longtime Cowboys head coach, has 
led a Giants offense that is averaging just 
18.9 points per game. ... The Titans waived 
veteran RB Adrian Peterson, 36, who signed 
with the team on Nov. 2. ... Rookie QB Zach 
Wilson, the No. 2 pick in the draft, will 
return Sunday against the Texans after 
missing the last four games with a sprained 
knee. ESPN reported that QB Mike White 
tested positive for COVID-19 and that 
fellow QB Joe Flacco was deemed a close 
contact. Both were put on the COVID list. 
... The league filled the blanks for its previ- 
ously scheduled Week 15 Saturday double- 
header by moving the Raiders at Browns 
and Patriots at Colts from Sunday. Both 
games will be on the NFL Network. 


WNBA: Former Dream players Courtney 
Williams and Crystal Bradford for their 
roles in an altercation outside of an Atlan- 
ta-area club in May and for related health 
and safety protocol violations. Williams 
received a two-game suspension and 
Bradford one. Both players are free agents. 
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Battle 4 Atlantis Tournament: No. 22 UConn vs. No. 19 Auburn 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


PARADISE ISLAND, BAHAMAS — UConn men’s 
basketball coach Dan Hurley was far from thrilled with 
how his team played Saturday against mid-major program 
Binghamton, even though the Huskies came away witha 


24-point win. 


The Huskies’ Battle 4 Atlantis tournament opener 
Wednesday offers a chance for the squad to bounce back, 
but they have to do so against the toughest team they’ve yet 
to face. No. 22 UConn (4-0) will play its first ranked oppo- 
nent of the season, No. 19 Auburn (3-0), at 2:30 p.m. on ESPN. 

Hurley is hoping that, if anything, Saturday was the 
“wake-up call” his team needed to come out as he knows 


they’re capable of playing. 


“Obviously a lot of things in the way that we played on 
Saturday would take a wrecking ball to our chances of 
winning [this week] if we do it again,” Hurley said. “Hope- 
fully, we will look back on the tournament saying we’re glad 
that the things happened Saturday because it allowed us 


to course-correct.” 


Hurley has tremendous respect for Auburn, who he 
said could be good enough to make an Elite Eight or Final 
Four run. It’s not simply its depth, attacking style, size, 


The basics 


Site: Atlantis, Paradise Island, The 
Bahamas 

Time: 2:30 p.m. 

Series: Auburn leads, 2-1 

Last meeting: Auburn 89, UConn 64, 
Dec. 23 2017, in Auburn, Alabama 

TV: ESPN (Karl Ravech, Jimmy Dykes) 
Radio: UConn IMG Sports Network 
on 97.9 ESPN (Wayne Norman, Mike 
Crispino) 

Next up: UConn will play either 
Michigan State or Loyola-Chicago 
Thursday 

Elsewhere in the bracket: On 
Wednesday, Michigan State and 
Loyola-Chicago play at noon, followed 
by Syracuse-VCU at 5 p.m. and Baylor- 
Arizona State at 7:30 p.m. 


Auburn probable 
starters, sixth man 


Jabari Smith, F, 6-10, Fr.; Wendell 
Green Jr., G, 5-11, So.; Zep Jasper, G, 6-1, 
Sr.; Walker Kessler, F, 7-1, So.; Devan 
Cambridge, G, 6-6, Jr.; K.D. Johnson, G, 
6-0, So. 


UConn probable 
starters, sixth man 


Isaiah Whaley, F, 6-9, Gr.; Tyrese Martin, 
G, 6-6, Sr.; Adama Sanogo, F, 6-9, So.; 
Andre Jackson, G, 6-6, So.; R.J. Cole, G, 
6-1, Gr.; Jalen Gaffney, G, 6-3, Jr. 


The matchup 


UConn’s offense: Ranked 29th in the 
country per KenPom, Sanogo is the 
leading scorer at 15.8 points per game, 
but the squad is still a remarkably 
balanced group with Martin, Cole, 
Tyler Polley and Gaffney also averaging 
double figures. That’s not even 
including the likes of Jackson, who can 
heat up, freshman Jordan Hawkins, 
who’s still finding is footing after 
missing the first two games of the 
season due to injury, and Akok Akok, 
who’s finally made his return after 
tearing his Achilles in Feb. 2020. 
UConn’s defense: The real heart of 


UConn 
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championship game. 

“T would prefer, in a perfect world, if 
we played in the championship game,” 
Dan said. “That would be, I think, 
something we would both sign on for 
out here. That’s the goal for both of 
us.” 

If such a meaningful showdown 
does happen, there won’t be a huge 
Hurley presence for it. Dan said that 
his father and other family members 
were unable to make the trip. 

As coaches known for their intense, 
emotional ways they approach games, 
ameeting with such high stakes would 
not be ideal from a personal perspec- 
tive. Bobby suggested that 4-0 UConn 
and Arizona State being on opposite 
sides of the bracket was negotiated. 

“It’s not something we would look 
forward to,” Dan said, “Once we got 
to that point, it would be tough for us 
because of the way we’re wired and 
the way we were wired.” 

“It was a little awkward to know 
that UConn would be here when we 
agreed to do it,” Bobby added. “But 
I think some contingencies were 


and athleticism that stands out, but more so its toughness. 
Hurley went as far to call the Tigers “one of the hardest 
playing teams in the country, and the way that they play 


victory over USF. 


negates the advantage that we have over most teams.” 
Auburn boasts a 23-point win over Morehead State, a 
28-point one over Louisiana-Monroe and a six-point road 


“They play really hard. They’re really athletic, so they 


can match us on that level,” UConn sophomore Andre Jack- 
son said. “It’s going to be a really good game. We’re both 
really hard-nosed teams, so itll be a fun game to watch and 
definitely an intense and physical game.” 

The road won’t get much easier after Wednesday. No. 6 
Baylor, the defending national champs, are in the tourna- 
ment, as well as Michigan State and Loyola-Chicago, who 


both received votes in the latest Associated Press poll. 


Regardless of how the Huskies fare this weekend, the 
primary goal is to become a better team by the end of it. 

“These games are important in terms of what you’re 
trying to do long-term, learning about your team and where 
your blind spots are and where you really, really need to 
get better,’ Hurley said. “The level of competition is going 
to rise significantly here, and the areas where we need to 
improve will be exposed this week.” 

Here’s what else you need to know about the matchup. 





UConn’s Adama Sanogo drives against Long Island on Wednesday in Storrs. PAUL 
CONNORS/AP 


this UConn team is ranked 18th in the 
country per KenPom. Albeit against 
overmatched opponents, the Huskies 
have limited opponents to 33.0% 
shooting from the field (24.4% from 
3). They own a +13.0 margin on the 
boards, with Jackson, Sanogo and 
Martin each collecting at least six 
rebounds per game, and other teams 
have averaged 22.3 turnovers per 
game against them. Their 51.3 points 
allowed per game are the fifth-lowest 
for a Division | team. 

Aubunrn’s offense: The Tigers’ offense 
is ranked 30th in the country per 
KenPom. Johnson (15.0), Smith (13.3) 
and Green (11.3) are averaging double 
figures. The team as a whole averages 
76.0 points but scored just 58 against 
its best opponent yet, USF. The Tigers 
aren’t great from the arc (29.3%) and 
are shooting an unimpressive 43.2% 
from the field but take care of the ball 
quite well. 

Auburn’s defense: Ranked 33th in 
the country per KenPom, the Tigers’ 
defensive unit holds opponents to 
37.9% shooting, a 28.6% clip from 3 
and 57 points per game. The unit is fifth 
in the nation with 8.0 blocks per game, 
with Kessler accounting for nearly half 
of them. 

UConn keys: Get back to its defensive 
identity and don’t let Auburn’s 
athleticism and ability to attack rock 
the Huskies back on their heels. They 


put into place for both of us to be 
here.” 

Arizona State has a pretty tough 
road to advance. It faces No. 6 Baylor, 
the defending national champs, 
Wednesday in their opener. The Sun 
Devils are 2-2 on the season with wins 
over Portland and North Florida and 
losses to UC Riverside and San Diego 
State by a combined three points. 

“Obviously it would take a ton of 
work to get to that point,” Dan said. 
“We would both be really happy to 
meet in the championship game. That 
means that we both had an unbeliev- 
able run in this tournament with the 
quality that we’d have to beat to get 
there. So we would love that if that 
were to happen.” 

No. 22 UConn’s first opponent, 
No. 19 Auburn, is no cupcake, either. 
Bobby said he’s hoping to watch the 
Huskies play when he’s not working 
with his own team. 

“They’re the only other team that I 
watch as much as possible in college 
basketball,’ Bobby said. “They’re 
my second team. I’m seeing some 
of their players walk through, like I 
saw R.J. Cole and said, ‘Wow, and I’ve 
watched him as much as guys that I 
coach, because of how I follow their 


RIB RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


must avoid another slow start, control 
the boards and win the toughness 
battle. 

Players to watch: Hurley wasn’t 
thrilled with Sanogo’s last two games, 
and he’ll have his work cut out for him 
against Auburn’s tough front court, 
which features the 7-1 Kessler and 
potential top-five NBA pick Smith. 
“He’s going to have to play a big-time 
game for us,” Hurley said. “The best 
players have to play great to win 
games like this. Going to have to make 
contributions across the board and 
going to have to be incredibly tough, 
because they play really hard.” 

About Auburn’s coach: Bruce Pear! 
sports a 603—237 record entering 
Wednesday’s matchup (141—92 

at Auburn) after previous stops at 
Tennessee, Milwaukee and Southern 
Indiana (the latter where he wona 
Division II national title and national 
coach of the year honors). The Tigers 
have made two NCAA appearances 
under his watch, including in 2019 
when the squad beat Kansas, North 
Carolina and Kentucky to advance to 
the Final Four. 

Auburn’s mascot: Aubie the Tiger. 
Famous alumni: NBA legend Charles 
Barkley, Apple CEO Tim Cook, actress 
Octavia Spencer. 


Alexa Philippou can be reached at 
aphilippou@courant.com 


program.” 

No matter how laser-focused the 
brothers are on coming away with a 
championship in the Bahamas, they 
have the perspective to appreciate that 
their coaching paths are once more 
converging, regardless of whether 
they end up facing each other. 

“A lot of times as you get older, you 
give yourself maybe a couple minutes a 
day where you do appreciate our jour- 
ney and how this all began for us,” Dan 
said. “It’s like, little kids growing up 
in Jersey City and playing basketball 
in the park and we have these playing 
careers that played out differently and 
then just our journey through basket- 
ball, from when our careers ended and 
both end up here, big-time programs, 
having.a lot of success. Sometimes your 
mind does drift to like, it’s been a hell 
of a journey.” 

“The times that we can interact and 
see each other throughout this week 
is going to be positive,” Bobby added. 
“We're really tight. We’re brothers 
and we love each other. And so we'll 
be rooting for each other and support- 
ing each other.” 


Alexa Philippou can be reached at 
aphilippou@courant.com 
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Powder puft 
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“Tt’s taken off into such a 
huge thing,” said Meaghan 
Whalen, a 2012 Lyman Hall 
graduate who helped orga- 
nize this year’s activities. “No 
one even thought it would 
happen. It’s always some- 
thing people looked forward 
to. The hype of the game and 
the hype of playing increases 
every year. 

“There are generations of 
families who have played. 
Mothers, daughters. It’s super 
cool to me to think it’s a family 
tradition.” 

The game is now called the 
Samaha Bowl. Judy Samaha 
died in July 2020 at age 75. 

“T talked to a couple people 
who were there in the very 
beginning and we were saying 
that Judy would have abso- 
lutely loved the alumni game,” 
said Cherlyn Gill, a Lyman 
Hall graduate who played in 
the 1978 game won by Lyman 
Hall. 

“There was an awesome 
crowd. To know what she 
started —‘Let’s get the seniors, 
all the seniors, not just the 
athletes, let’s get the seniors, 
to be part of something’ To 
see that 50 years later, that 
we still have that passion for 
that game — Judy would have 
been blown away.” 

Gill, 60, an elementary 
school teacher in Meriden, was 
quick to point out Lyman Hall 
holds a 35-13 lead in the rivalry 
(there was a 14-14 tie in 1984, 
breakingup an eight-game win 
streak by Lyman Hall). 

Her daughter, Katie, went 
to Sheehan and coaches field 
hockey there now, but teaches 
health and physical education 
at Lyman Hall. She played in 
the 40th game in 2011 and 
Sheehan won 48-44 in the 
series’ highest-scoring game. 

“My mom told me all about 


Manchester 
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Montville, who has run the 
race for 40 years. “Here’s a 
thing I’ve been doing since 
1980. 

“We had [Thanksgiving] at 
my house. No one knew what 
to do with me because I came 
home, and I wasn’t my usual 
jovial self. Atthe end of the day, 
I was trying to process it. Was 
that Thanksgiving?” 

Dani Kennedy of Vernon 
had run in the race the last 29 
years. She went to her son’s 
house last year on Wednesday 
night. 

“We normally go after the 
race” Kennedysaid. “Normally, 
we're the last people arriving. 
People are like, Don’t let those 
people bring the appetizers 
because they’re going to get 
here so late? 


powder puff and the tradi- 
tions and everything,’ Katie 
said. “This whole week, being 
in school and being part of the 
tradition, is one of the coolest 
things. Once it gets to Novem- 
ber, that’s all everybody talks 
about is powder puff. They’re 
counting down the days. 

Cherlyn likes to remind 
Katie about how she scored all 
the points in her game in 1979. 

But Katie had the last word. 
She lined up against Cherlyn 
for the first time at the alumni 
game and Sheehan won. 

“The best part was playing 
against my mom, she said. “My 
goal was to beat her. I played 
quarterback. We won so I get 
torub itin her face. ’m 2-0” 

“Yeah, my daughter’s brag- 
ging about that, ‘I’m 2-0 Mom, 
and you’re not; ” Cherlyn said. 

Therivalry between thetwo 
schools is still fierce and when 
kids started to go to different 
schools than their parents, it 
can getalittle tense sometimes. 

“My older and younger 
brothers [who went to Lyman 
Hall], their kids went to Shee- 
han,” Cherlyn said. “My 
younger brother will tell you: 
‘I won't put that color on?” 

Last year, the game was 
held in the spring, due to the 
pandemic and Lyman Hall 
won, 21-14. Lyman Hall is on 
a five-game win streak. 

Whalen played in 2011 and 
lost. Her sister played in 2019 
and won. 

“Unfortunately, Sheehan 
won [in 2011],” Whalen said. 
“We lost by one touchdown. 
Ridiculous. But itis what itis.” 

It still bothers her. “Yeah, a 
little bit’ she said. 

But after the alumni game, 
bragging rights be damned, 
everyone gathered and remi- 
nisced. 

“There’s still a rivalry,” 
Whalen said. “You get on the 
field and you want to win. 
Everybody hung out at the 
end. It was a good time.” 


coordinator since 1978, didn’t 
know what to do with herself 
last year. 

“T went to Rhode Island to 
my son’s house,” Smith said. “It 
wasvery weird. Ican’tsay 1 was 
depressed, but I was kind of 
beside myself about the whole 
thing. It was so foreign to me. It 
wasalmost lonely. Eventhough 
you have people around.” 

Smith will be back orga- 
nizing the 400 or so volun- 
teers Thursday. The Kennedy 
family will be eating at 4 p.m. 
again. Festa and his group will 
be sporting plaid masks along 
with their plaid jackets. Moran 
will be holding the finish line 
banners when the winners 
cross, and Balcome will get to 
say his signature phrase once 
again to the masses. 

Amby Burfoot of Mystic, a 
nine-time Manchester winner, 
will run in his 59th straight 
Manchester Road Race. He’s 


“Theother sideofthefamily happytobeback. 
is probably thinking, ‘Why do “I had a nice run and 
we have to eat at 4 o’clock? Thanksgiving dinner [last 
Why can’t weeatatllikemost year],” he said. “But I 
people?” certainly missed the energy 

Irene Smith, aretirednurse and spirit and friendship of 
who has been the finish line | the crowd in Manchester.” 
COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


UConn women now 3rd in poll 


Staff and wire reports 


South Carolina was the 
unanimous choice as the 
No. 1 team in The Associated 
Press women’s basketball 
poll released Tuesday after a 
dominant win over then-No. 2 
UConn. The Gamecocks won 
the inaugural Battle 4 Atlan- 
tis women’s championship 
Monday in the 61st meeting 
between the top two teams in 
the AP poll. 


Men’s basketball 


Central Connecticut State 
64, Maine 56: At Orono, 
Maine, Tre Mitchell led four 


players in double figures as 
the Blue Devils picked up 
their first win over the season 
in anonconference game on 
the road. Davonte Sweatman 
had 11 points for Central (1-5). 
New Hampshire 84, Quin- 
nipiac 69: At Durham, N.H., 
Jayden Martinez had a 
career-high 33 points plus 14 
rebounds as New Hampshire 
got past Quinnipiac. Blondeau 
Tchoukuiegno had 13 points 
for New Hampshire (2-2). 
Merrimack75, Hartford 60: 
At North Andover, Mass., the 
Warriors jumped out toa37-26 
first-half lead and handed the 
winless Hawks their fifth 
straight loss to start the season. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


A live Christmas tree can pose a few challenges if it is 


not cared for properly. Make sure to keep a live tree 


watered so that it doesn’t dry out and become a fire hazard. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 


860.522. 





1196 * 800.344.5297 


SHORTS 


Big deal: Rays set to reward Franco 


Wander Franco made it to the majors 
last season as a 20-year-old and quickly 
showed the talent to be a star for along 
time. The Rays were impressed enough 
to invest — at arecord-breaking amount 
— in his future, and are close to finaliz- 
ing a 12-year contract that guarantees 
the shortstop around $185 million and 
could be worth up to $223 million, according to reports 
Tuesday. The deal will be the largest in Rays history, and 
for a player with less than one year of service time in the 
major leagues. Franco, who turns 21 on March 1, was 
called up from Triple A on June 22 and made a smashing 
debut. After a couple weeks to get adjusted, he showed 
the hype was real, leading all American League rookies 
after the All-Star break with a .314 average, 69 hits and 45 
runs while striking out only three times in his last 97 plate 
appearances. Though Franco played in only 70 games, he 
finished third in the AL rookie of the year voting. Franco 
has been pegged for stardom since signing at age 16 fora 
$3.825 million bonus, and he was ranked the top prospect 
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—— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 





Goff may return on Thanksgiving 
eens, The Lions may celebrate Thanksgiv- 
es *  ingwith Jared Goffunder center. Coach 
| Be a is recovering well from the strained 

he le oblique that kept him out of last week’s 
> _ == © loss to the Browns and likely will play 
Oy a against the Bears on Thursday. “I 
thought he was better today,’ Campbell 
his side early in a Week 10 tie with the Steelers and sat out 
last week’s game in which Tim Boyle made his first career 
start. Goff went through an extensive throwing workout 
Monday and tested the injury again Tuesday before the 
team’s walkthrough. Goff has missed just two games with 
at the end of last season because of a broken throwing 
thumb, and last week. “He’s tough,” Campbell said. “And 
that’s, honestly that’s part of my concern is because I know 
how tough he is, ...and I know how bad he wants to play.... 
But I do want to make sure he’s definitely ready to go. And 


Dan Campbell said Tuesday that Goff 
said. “I think it’s leaning that way. We'll see.” Goff injured 
injury in his six-year NFL career, one while with the Rams 
I do think it’s trending that way.” At 0-9-1, the Lions are the 


Man U makes UCL knockout stage 


Asmart piece of improvisation by Cris- 
tiano Ronaldo helped send Manchester 
United into the last 16 of the Champions 
League as Michael Carrick’s spell as the 
English club’s interim manager began 
with a 2-0 win at Villarreal on Tues- 
day. Scoring his fifth goal of this group 
stage and 140th overall in the compe- 
tition, Ronaldo, above, adjusted his feet and lobbed the 
goalkeeper with a first-time effort in the 78th minute after 
Fred won the ball back high up the field. Jadon Sancho 
then scored his first goal since his $100 million move to 
United, firing in off the underside of the crossbar in the 
90th minute at the end of a sweeping counterattack that 
used to be a feature under Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. Solsk- 
jaer is gone, fired Sunday following arun of woeful results 
that culminated in a humiliating 4-1 loss at Watford in the 
Premier League. Carrick, one of Solskjaer’s assistants, is 
filling in until amore long-term interim is found and he put 
his stamp on the team by dropping Bruno Fernandes and 
starting Donny van de Beek. United leads Group F with 





in the game for consecutive seasons. 


only winless team in the NFL. 


10 points, three more than Villarreal. 





LeBron James was ejected from the Lakers’ game against the Pistons on Sunday night and served a one-game ban Tuesday. NIC ANTAYA/GETTY 


NBA ANALYSIS 


Suspension sends message 


LeBron’s l-game ban shows 
league not messing around 


By Tim Reynolds 


Associated Press 


LeBron James missed one game. 

Markieff Morris will miss his eighth, with 
no end in sight. 

Those two things are more connected 
than some might realize. 

By suspending James for Tuesday night’s 
game against New York — the Lakers’ lone 
visit to Madison Square Garden this season 
— over his role in an incident against the 
Pistons on Sunday, the NBA sent a very loud, 
very clear message to anyone who might 
want to partake in future on-court dustups. 

Enough is enough. 

Sunday night’s mess in Detroit — the 
second significant on-court fracas in the 
NBA this season — earned James the first 
suspension of his 19-year career, plus got the 
Pistons’ Isaiah Stewart a two-game suspen- 
sion on top of the eight stitches that were 
needed to close a gash in his head. 

“He felt like he got a cheap shot across his 
brow,’ Pistons coach Dwane Casey said. “On 
the street, it’d be a different story.” 

Maybe so. But the NBA isn’t played on the 
street and the league doesn’t want anything 
like that happening on its watch. So, after 
two very ugly incidents separated by only a 
couple of weeks, the NBA decided to hit back 
by sitting down its biggest name. 

James was ejected for throwing the elbow 
that turned the scuffle into a melee. The 


NBA had options about what other sanc- 
tioning was needed. There was precedent 
for just fining James, as has been the case 
in some similar situations. But the league 
evidently thought that wouldn’t be enough 
and went with the suspension, for a nation- 
ally televised game in arguably the world’s 
most famous arena. 

Fans obviously noticed his absence. 

And NBA players will as well. If James can 
be suspended, anybody can be suspended. 

And that message should resonate loudly 
at a couple of upcoming games in the next 
few days — a Pistons-Lakers rematch in Los 
Angeles on Sunday, a game that both James 
and Stewart will be eligible to play in, and the 
Nuggets’ trip to Miami on Monday. 

Nuggets-Heat II will be the rematch of a 
game on Nov. 8, marred in the final moments 
by Morris overzealously fouling reigning 
MVP Nikola Jokic and Jokic responding 
with a hard forearm into Morris’ back. The 
force of Jokic’s hit sent the Heat’s 245-pound 
forward reeling. Morris — generally consid- 
ered one of the league’s tough guys — was in 
obvious and immediate pain. 

Jokic was suspended for one game. Morris 
hasn’t played since, and the Heat have given 
no indication that he’s even remotely close 
to returning. Of all the principal players in 
these two on-court incidents, with all due 
respect to Jokic and James combining to 
lose about a half-million dollars in salary and 
Stewart being bloodied up, nobody has come 
away with a worse fate than Morris. He can’t 
play and the Heat have missed him. 

By the time the Nuggets visit the Heat on 
Monday, Morris’ absence will be up to 11 


games. And counting. 

It could be a circus Monday night in 
Miami, which, of course, is exactly what the 
NBA does not want. 

Jokic’s two brothers have tickets to the 
game. They’re quite recognizable and easily 
excitable, as evidenced by some of their past 
antics during games. Their infamous Twitter 
account was short-lived, and it’s reasonable 
to say the league didn’t find the war of words 
entertaining between the Jokic brothers 
and Markieff Morris’ twin brother Marcus 
Morris of the Clippers. 

And don’t forget that Heat forward Jimmy 
Butler was fined and reportedly yelled down 
the hallway separating the two locker rooms 
postgame to tell Nuggets players that they 
know where the Heat’s bus was parked, 
presumably in case anybody wanted to stop 
by and discuss matters further. 

The NBA cannot be happy that there’s 
going to be so much attention on those two 
games, because that attention is there for the 
wrong reasons. 

The league also can’t be happy that the 
incident in Detroit on Sunday drew obvi- 
ous parallels to the infamous “Malice at the 
Palace” melee in Auburn Hills, Michigan in 
2004, when acup was tossed from the stands 
and triggered perhaps the worst brawl in 
US. sports history when members of the 
Pistons and Pacers went into the crowd. 

James won’t like the suspension, nor will 
the Lakers. And it could be argued he didn’t 
necessarily deserve one, either. 

The NBA is sending a message, not to 
James, but to the whole league. 

This needs to end now. 


— News services 


CFP RANKINGS 

Ohio State jumps 
to No. 2; Cincy 
cracks top 4 


By Matt Murschel 


Orlando Sentinel 


Ohio State catapulted into the No. 2 
spot in the latest College Football Playoff 
rankings Tuesday night. 

It tied the highest-ranking for the 
Buckeyes, who also were No. 2 in 2019, 
and it’s a direct result of their dominating 
56-7 win over then-No. 7 Michigan State 
on Saturday. 

Georgia (11-0) took the top spot for 
the fourth straight week after dominat- 
ing Charleston Southern 56-7 on Satur- 
day. The Bulldogs have a spot in the SEC 
championship game. They will face 
Alabama in Atlanta on Dec. 4. 

The Crimson Tide (10-1) dropped two 
spots to No. 3 after struggling to put away 
Arkansas 42-35. It was the fourth game 
decided by one score for Alabama. 

This week, the other big winner came 
from the Buckeye State as Cincinnati 
(11-0) moved into the fourth spot. The 
Bearcats thrashed SMU 48-14 to earn a 
spot in the American Athletic Conference 
championship game. No Group of Five 
team has qualified for the semifinals. 

Michigan (10-1) was No. 5, setting up a 
critical matchup this week against Ohio 
State in Ann Arbor. 

Notre Dame (10-1) was No. 6, while 
Oklahoma State (10-1) moved up two 
spots to No. 7 after punching its ticket to 
the Big 12 championship game with 23-0 
win over Texas Tech on Saturday. The 
Cowboys host No. 10 Oklahoma (10-1) on 
Saturday. 

Baylor (9-2) was No. 8 and Ole Miss 
(9-2) was No. 9. 

Oregon (9-2) dropped out of the top 
four all the way to No. 11 after its 38-7 loss 
to Utah, which moved up to No. 19. 

These are the fourth of six weekly 
rankings released by the 13-member 
selection committee, with the final stand- 
ings revealed on Sunday, Dec. 5. Those 
rankings will determine the four semifi- 
nalists and the teams participating in the 
New Year’s Six bowl games. 

The two semifinals, which rotate annu- 
ally, will occur in Dallas at the Cotton 
Bowl] and Miami at the Orange Bowl on 
Friday, Dec. 31. 

The Peach (Dec. 30), Fiesta (Jan. 1), 
Rose (Jan. 1) and Sugar (Jan. 1) bowls host 
the rest of the New Year’s Six games. 

If Cincinnati doesn’t qualify for the 
semifinals, the Bearcats will earn an 
automatic spot in one of the New Year’s 
Six Access bowl games as the top-ranked 
conference champion from the Group of 
Five. 

The College Football Playoff national 
championship game will take place 
Monday, Jan. 10, at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis. 

Gary Barta, Mitch Barnhart, Paola 
Boivin, Tom Burman, Charlie Cobb, Boo 
Corrigan, Rick George, Will Shields, Gene 
Taylor, Joe Taylor, John Urschel, Rod 
West and Tyrone Willingham comprise 
the selection committee. 


CFP rankings (Tuesday) 


Rank, team Record 
1. Georgia 11-O 
2. Ohio State 10-1 
3. Alabama 10-1 
4. Cincinnati 11-0 
5. Michigan 10-1 
6. Notre Dame 10-1 
7. Oklahoma State 10-1 
8. Baylor 9-2 
9. Mississippi 9-2 
10. Oklahoma 10-1 
11. Oregon 9-2 
12. Michigan State 9-2 
13. BYU 9-2 
14. Wisconsin 8-3 
15. Texas A&M 8-3 
16. lowa 9-2 
17. Pittsburgh 9-2 
18. Wake Forest 9-2 
19. Utah 8-3 
20. NC State 8-3 
21. San Diego State 10-1 
22.UTSA 11-O 
23. Clemson 8-3 
24. Houston 10-1 
25. Arkansas 1-4 
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44/25 ! |p” i ee a ee | esterday (by 7 p.m.) 0. : 12 
‘ Ze J gS. 4 \ 
! u 6 itewipers __/Martha’'s ) Monthtodate 1.76 2.61 1, 
| New Haven ne huh) nk . \yVineyard 3 Ae % Total this year 51.80 42.07 0.8 
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—_ aber Air Quality Forecast For Today _—‘Tides . High Low Temp. 
N.L. State Pier 12:33 am. 6:22am. 52 
a 12:41 p.m. 7:24 p.m. 
Saybrook Jetty 1:44a.m. 7:15am. 52° 
Good Low 9° 1:52 p.m. 8:17 p.m. 
ef Connecticut River 4:27 a.m. 11:01 a.m. 
at Portland 4:35 p.m. p.m. 
b ae peices a Madison 1:50a.m. 7:40a.m. 52° 
1:55 p.m. 8:20 p.m. 
Today Today Today 
; New Haven 2:10am. 8:04a.m. 52° 
O° 2:15 p.m. 8:44 p.m. 
- ~~ Ler Stamford 2:14am. 8:18am. 55° 
~~ Denver \ Chicago 2:19 p.m. 8:58 p.m. 
40s '45/17/PC f-50/37/PC. Today Tomorrow _ | 
| * 105 coN | 30s.) dh D.C. Sunrise 6:50a.m. 6:52 a.m. River Stage at Hartford: 6.88 feet at 6:30 p.m. 
sps__—/0s | KansasCity, ~~ Sunset  4:24p.m. 4:24p.m. Boating L..SoundW L.I.SoundE — B.I.Sound 
62/29/PC, ea Moonrise 8:36p.m. 9:40p.m. Weather Sunny Sunny sunny 
60s je CH) Moonset 11:25a.m. 12:02p.m. Wind NW, 10-15  NW,10-20 NW, 10-20 
= , \e NO ——— eS Shr : a : 
Phoenix | eye? : Ballas | 60s Atlanta \ Seas 2-3 ft. 2-4 ft. 2-4 ft. 
ones \ 70s Moon Phase Temperature High Low 
85/69/PC > eer ] @ <q Tuesday 41 at1:31p.m 26 at 4:41 a.m 
ek YY a Normal for date 48 31 
Snow __ Rain bya Cc Last New First Full Recordfordate 75in 1931 5 in 2018 
Nov27 Dec4 Deci0 Deci8 A year ago 47 35 
Range this year 99 1 
; Last 
AROUND THE WORLD Today’s forecast in cities not included in the maps above: Kingston 89 73PC Stockholm 37 36PC + —- HeatingDegreeDays © Season Normal Season 
Lisbon 59 45PC Sydney 79 66 SH For July 1 - Nov 23 765 978 844 
NEW ENGLAND Balti 49 29S Nashvill 60 43 § San) 86 75 PC Budanest pees London 46 39SH Tel Aviv 75 53 PC 
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Burlington 36 20 § Bismarck © 29 6 C NewOrleans 73 59PC Tucson 72 49PC Buenos Aires 86 64 C Mexico City 69 50PC Toronto 45 41pc. 30-day Temperature History 
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Mt. Wash. 27624 S Cincinnati 54 39PC Orlando 72 55PC_ Athens 61 46SH Dublin 43 36SH Nassau 76 70 PC =; i 
Portland 42 23S Cleveland | 51 38 PC Pittsburgh 47 32 S_ Bangkok 93 75PC Edinburgh 47 35SH_ New Delhi 81 54 PC WESTERN 30 
Woods Hole 43 31 Ss /ndianapolis 52 43PC_ Raleigh 52 31 S_ Barbados 86 74SH Helsinki 43 30 S_ Paris 43 34 C | CONNECTICUT 30 LOWS 
Jacksonville 65 46PC St. Louis 63 39PC Beijing 50 28 S HongKong 68 63PC Prague 43 28PC | STATE a oe ee ee 
NATION Las Vegas 63 41 S_ SaltLake City 41 23PC Beirut 76 62 PC Istanbul 55 45 R_ Riode Janeiro 81 68 R ‘ 
Albany 41 26 s MiamiBeach 75 69PC SanAntonio 75 62 C_ Berlin 48 34 C Jerusalem 66 54PC Rome 63 52 R ee ate spall lea 30.0 Niel 99.89 nee 
Albuquerque 58 33PC Milwaukee 54 36PC San Diego 68 51 PC Bermuda 66 60PC Johannesburg 77 54 T Seoul 46 32 C arome er ol at / p.m. as a a.m. 
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TUESDAY’S HIGH MONDAY’S LATE Oct. 9: Trinity 34, Hamilton 7 
Oct. 16: Trinity 45, Bates 7 
SCHOOL RESULTS COLLEGE RESULT Oct. 23: Trinity 35, Colby 12 
Oct. 30: Williams 42, Trinity 3 
FOOTBALL MEN’S HOCKEY Nov. 6: Trinity 49, Amherst 7 
CCC Tier 4 SACRED HEART 4, AIR FORCE 2 WELEVANCS) Wesleyan 7 
AVON 24, LEWIS MILLS 13 , 
E.O. SMITH AT TOLLAND, LATE TUESDAY’S Sept. 18: Wesleyan 21, Colby 5 
CCC Inter COLLEGE RESULTS Sept. 25: Wesleyan 30, Hamilton 14 
BLOOMFIELD 26, SIMSBURY 7 Oct. 2: Wesleyan 27, Bates 24 
Pequot Sassacus MEN’S BASKETBALL Oct. 9: Wesleyan 38, Bowdoin 35 


Oct. 16: Wesleyan 36, Tufts 35 


VALLEY REGIONAL/OLD LYME 22, : 
Oct. 23: Wesleyan 24, Middlebury 0 


HADDAN-KILLINGWORTH 17 CENTRAL 64, MAINE 56 


ECC Div. Ill Haak 71, WESTERN NEW ENGLAND Oct. 30: Amherst 16, Wesleyan 14(40T) 
68 (OT Nov. 6: Williams 25, Wesleyan 0 

WINDHAM 70, MONTVILLE 26 ne : 

NVL Brass EASTERN 88, JOHNSON & WALES 46 Nov. 13: Trinity 14, Wesleyan 7 

WCA 52, WILBY 0 NEW HAMPSHIRE 84, QUINNIPIAC 69 YALE (5-5) 

, eal AT MERRIMACK, ily Sept. 18: Holy Cross 20, Yale 17 

Rocket Mortgage Fort Myers Tip- Sept. 25: Yale 23, Cornell 17 

WEDNESDAY’S HIGH (Fort Myers, Fla.) Oct. 2: Yale 34, Lehigh 0 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE SOUTHERN UTAH 88, YALE 85 (OT) Oct. 9: Dartmouth 24, Yale 17 


Oct. 16: UConn 21, Yale 15 
Oct. 23: Yale 42, Penn 28 


FOOTBALL WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


; BROWN 72, HARTFORD 68 Oct. 30: Yale 37, Columbia 30 
CCC Tier 2: Wethersfield at Newington, SKIDMORE 71, WESLEYAN 61 Nov. 6: Yale 63, Brown 38 
6p.m.; Windsor at Middletown, 6:30 EASTERN 71, WESTERN NEW ENGLAND Nov. 13: Princeton 35, Yale 20 
p.m 55 Nov. 20: Harvard 34, Yale 31 


Pequot Sassacus: North Branford at 
Coginchaug/Hale-Ray/East Hampton, 
6p.m.; Old Saybrook/Westbrook at 
Morgan, 6:30p.m. 

Pequot Uncas: Windsor Locks/Suffield/ 
East Granby at Stafford/East Windsor/ 
Somers, 6p.m.; Ellington at Rockville, 
6:30p.m. 

CTC: Thames River at Quinebaug 
Valley, 5p.m.; Wilcox Tech/Kaynor Tech 
at VG Techs, 6p.m. 


SACRED HEART (8-3) 

Sept. 4: Sacred Heart 21, Bucknell 0 

Sept. 11: Bryant 17, Sacred Heart 6 

Sept. 18: Sacred Heart 21, Morgan State 7 
Sept. 25: Dartmouth 41, Sacred Heart 3 
Oct. 2: Howard 22, Sacred Heart 17 

Oct. 9: Sacred Heart 20, Merrimack 10 
Oct. 16: Sacred Heart 27, Central 17 

Oct. 23: Sacred Heart 31, Duquesne 13 
Nov. 6: Sacred Heart 14, St. Francis (Pa.) 13 
Nov. 13: Sacred Heart 27, Wagner 0 


ST. JOSEPH 67, ELMS 46 
FAIRFIELD 76, NAVY 52 


MEN’S HOCKEY 


ENDICOTT 3, WESLEYAN 0 
SACRED HEART AT AIR FORCE, LATE 


WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


WESLEYAN 3, SALVE REGINA 2 
YALE 2, LIU 1 (OT) 


SCC Tier 2: Fairfield Prep at West SACRED HEART 4, POST 0 Nov. 20: Sacred Heart 38, LIU 14 
ps SiS Lc — MANHATTANVILLE AT TRINITY, LATE CC 
NVL Copper: Seymour at Woodland, WEDNESDAY’S 
su tie St. Paul at Oxford, 6p.m COLLEGE STANDINGS 
age? ed eae Atlantic GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
a West: Ridgefield at Danbury, 6 SCHEDULE Springfield 1612 2 2 0 26 813 
.m. ; 
swe: Masuk at Newtown, 6p.m.; New MEN’S BASKETBALL i : 7 : : : : pe 
Milford at New Fairfield, 6p.m.; Notre Stony Brook at Fairfield, 2p.m. Providence 1465 2 1 15 536 
Dame-Fairfield at Pomperaug, 6:30p.m.; — Battie 4Atlantis (Paradise Island, W-B/Scr is 7 6 0 2 16 533 
Stratford at Bunnell, 7p.m 
Gc Ve i oe Bahamas) Charlotte 15 77 1 0 15 500 
ec: FOR IVER, F OFAN Cae sOCky. Auburn vs. UConn, 2:30p.m. Bridgeport 17 59 1 2 13 382 
Ht, Op.M. Rocket Mortgage Fort Myers Tip-Off Lehigh Valley 16 3 8 4 1 11 344 
(Fort Myers, Fla.) North GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
THURSDAY’S HIGH Milwaukee vs. Yale, 11a.m. Utica 1313 0 0 0 261.000 
Cleveland 155 8 3 1 3 20 667 
5 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Toronto 1484 1 1 18 .643 
FOOTBALL Yale at Boston University, noon Rochester 14 86 0 0 16 Srl 
' Central at UMass Lowell, 1p.m. Laval B77 1 0 15 500 
CCC Tier 1: Platt at Maloney, 10:30a.m. MEN’S HOCKEY Syracuse 14 56 2 1 13 464 
CCC Tier 3: ee at oa ; Vermont at Yale, 7p.m. | - . (on enle ood 
a.m.; Bristol Eastern at Bristol Centra 
9 9 - | 
10:30a.m. THURSDAY’S lowa 13 84 1 0 17 654 
CCC Tier 4: East Catholic at Northwest Chicago 14484 1 1 18 643 
Catholic, 10:30a.m. eeareoLe Manitoba — 14696 1 0 19 594 
Pequot Uncas: Granby/Canton at GrandRapids14 6 5 2 1 15 536 
re aca a MEN’S BASKETBALL a o : : : ; a pee 
CTC: Northwest United at Abbott Tech/ _ Battle 4Atlantis (Paradise Island, Milwaukee 14 49 1 0 9 321 
Immaculate, 10a.m.; O’Brien Tech at Bahamas) Pacific GP W LOTLSOLPTS PCT 
Platt Tech, 10a.m. TBD VS. UConn, time TBD Stockton 13 10 1 2 0 22 846 
SCC Tier 2: Hillhouse at Wilbur Cross, Ontario 14112 0 1 23 £821 
10:30a.m. loco} Rc) i eleoyg-7-1 EE Henderson 14 75 1 1 16 571 
SCC Tier 3: Branford at East Haven, 10 vices 7 : ; : a 
a.m.; Law at Foran, 10:30a.m. otsfor 
SCC Inter: Amity at North Haven, 10 can aes DULES/RESULTS lana b : : : : . pel 
a.m.; Sheehan at Lyman Hall, 10:30a.m.; August 28: Fresno State 45, UConn 0 ucson 
Notre Dame-West Haven at Hamden SanDiego 12 56 1 O 11 .458 
10:30 ’ Sept. 4: Holy Cross 38, UConn 28 San Jose 25610 11 458 
ateidde Sept. 11: Purdue 49, UConn 0 
ECC Div. I: NFA at New London, 10a.m. Sept. 18: Army 52, UConn 21 
eae or aa ices at Plain- Sept. 25: Wyoming 24 Uconn 2 MONDAY’S LATE 
: me ct. 2: Vanderbilt 30, UConn 
ECC Inter: East Lyme at Waterford, 10 Oct. 9: UMass 27, UConn 13 RESULT 
a.m.; Fitch at Ledyard, 10a.m.; Wood- Oct. 16: UConn 21, Yale 15 ONTARIO 5, STOCKTON 3 
tg Seat at Peete eerees Oct. 22: Middle Tennessee 44, UConn 13 
NUL ener fare ya onan a Nov. 13: Clemson 44, UConn 7 TUESDAY’S RESULT 
ies are ON a TOrHIng ren: Nov. 20: Central Florida 49, UConn 17 W-B/SCRANTON AT CHARLOTTE, LATE 
oboe: . Nov. 27: vs. Houston, noon 
NVL Inter: Naugatuck at Ansonia, 10 CENTRAL (4-7) 
ee rhe manele Sept. 3: Southern Conn. 28, Central 21 WEDNESDAY’S 
10a.m.; Fairfield Ludlowe at Fair- Sept. 11: Central 21, Wagner 19 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 18: Southeastern Louisiana 56, 
Central 10 

Sept. 25: Miami 69, Central 0 

Oct. 9: Columbia 22, Central 20 

Oct. 16: Sacred Heart 27, Central 17 
Oct. 23: LIU 30, Central 13 

Oct. 30: Central 49, Merrimack 21 
Nov. 6: Central 30, Bryant 15 

Nov. 13: Duquesne 31, Central 27 


Bridgeport at Springfield, 6p.m. 
Providence at Hershey, 7p.m. 
W-B/Scranton at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Belleville at Syracuse, 7p.m. 
Rochester at Utica, 7p.m. 

Grand Rapids at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 
San Jose at San Diego, 10p.m. 

USL Championship Playoffs 


field Warde, 10:30a.m.; McMahon at 
Norwalk, 10:30a.m. 

FCIAC West: St. Joseph at Trumbull, 
10a.m.; Staples at Greenwich, 10a.m.; 
Westhill at Stamford, 10a.m. 

SWC: Bethel at Brookfield, 10a.m.; 
Weston at Barlow, 10a.m. 

Others: Cheshire at Southington, 10 


a.m.; Bridgeport Central at Harding, ‘ : | 
10a.m.; Stonington at Westerly (R.I.), eb Mes SU Tan \Eay 2) SUNDAY’S 
10a.m. SCHEDULE 


Sept. 18: Trinity 42, Tufts 28 
Sept. 25: Trinity 38, Bowdoin 14 
Oct. 2: Trinity 28, Middlebury 0 


CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 
Orange County at Tampa Bay, 8:30p.m. 


HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFF PREVIEWS 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


There are plenty of good football games to watch on Thanksgiving Eve and Thanksgiv- 
ing Day including Cheshire-Southington, Guilford-Hand and Ellington-Rockville. There 
are also the big crosstown rivalry games like Platt-Maloney and Bristol Central-Bristol 
Eastern. Some teams will still be jockeying for playoff spots. The state football champi- 
onship quarterfinals are Tuesday with the semifinals Dec. 5 and the championship games 
Dec. 11 at Veterans Stadium in New Britain. Here are some of this week’s top games: 


Cheshire vs. Southington 


Cheshire (4-5) travels to Southington 
(7-2) Thursday at 10 a.m. for a Thanksgiv- 
ing Day game. Southington lost to Conard 
31-24 on Nov. 12 and Cheshire will be 
trying to rebound from two straight losses 
to West Haven on Nov. 5 and Shelton Nov. 
12. Southington quarterback Jack Barnum 
has thrown for 1,530 yards and 17 touch- 
downs. Christian Russo is Cheshire’s lead- 
ing rusher (760 yards, seven touchdowns). 


Platt vs. Maloney 


The Meriden crosstown rivals will kick 
off the Stoddard Bow] at 10:30 on Thurs- 
day at Falcon Field. Maloney, 8-1 and the 
top seed in the Class L point rankings, has 
won eight straight games and has the slight 
advantage in the rivalry, 31-30-1. Maloney’s 
Josh Boganski has rushed for 1,191 yards 
and quarterback Angel Arce has passed for 
1,231 yards and 15 touchdowns. Platt (5-4) 
is led by junior quarterback Avery Robin- 
son (1,305 yards, 10 TDs) and his brother, 
sophomore Amari Robinson (940 rush- 
ing yards, 11 touchdowns) while senior 
Antwone Santiago has caught five touch- 
downs. 


Bristol Central 
vs. Bristol Eastern 


The crosstown rivals will meet in the 
Battle of the Bell at Muzzy Field Thursday 
at 10:30 a.m. Bristol Central (8-1) is led by 


senior quarterback Victor Rosa, who has 
rushed for 2,325 yards and has 31 touch- 
downs. Bristol Eastern (4-5) beat Farm- 
ington 54-22 in its last game on Nov. 12. 
Senior running back Alex Marshall leads 
the offense with 20 touchdowns and 1,640 
yards. 


Guilford vs. Hand 


Guilford (6-3) travels to Hand (6-3) and 
the Madison Surf Club Wednesday night at 
6:30. Guilford has won its last four games 
and has shut out its last three opponents. 
Hand, which opened the season 0-2, has 
won its last three games. 


Ellington vs. Rockville 


Rockville (7-2) is the No. 3 team in the 
Class M rankings, Ellington (7-2) is the No. 
4 team so this Wednesday night game (6:30 
p.m.) at Rockville will have playoff implica- 
tions as far as seeding goes. Ellington hada 
quality 28-26 win over Morgan last Friday. 
Rockville bounced back from a loss to Staf- 
ford/East Windsor/Somers with a 35-8 win 
over Valley Regional/Old Lyme last week. 


Windsor vs. Middletown 


Windsor (8-1) will travel to Middletown 
(4-5) for a Wednesday night game at 6:30. 
After losing their first five games, Middle- 
town has won its last four. Windsor is the 
third seed in Class L behind Maloney and 
St. Joseph. The Warriors’ only loss came to 
St. Joseph, 45-22, on Sept. 24. 


Hartford Athletic coach Watling to return next season 


Staff report 


Hartford Athletic head coach Harry 
Watling will return for the 2022 season, 
the team announced Tuesday. 

In his first season with the Athletic, 
Watling led the club to a record 12 wins 
and 41 points. 

“I am very excited to return to Hart- 
ford for a second season. My first season 
as a manager was a great experience, and I 
want to thank ownership for giving me the 
opportunity to lead the club again in 2022,” 
Watling said, according to a team release. 

“We have a great foundation to build on, 
and I look forward to returning the club to 
the playoffs next season. I want to thank 
the fans for their continued support and 
repay you all with a team that turns out 


every week and makes you proud. We are 
building something special here and this 
season we will show that the hard work 
pays off.” 

Under Watling, the Athletic saw an 
increase in player development, with eight 
players called up for international compe- 
tition. Many players set season highs in 
statistical categories, including USL Cham- 
pionship All-League first-team selection 
Danny Barrera, who scored a career-high 
eight goals. His 12 assists were also acareer 
high and led the USL Championship. 

Juan Carlos Obregon Jr. had 10 goals, a 
club single-season record. 

“We are thrilled to have Coach Watling 
on the sidelines again in 2022,” Hartford 
Athletic Chairman Bruce Mandell said in 
the release. 


